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"N/A" for "not applicable."  For functions, architectural classification, materials, and areas of significance, enter only categories and subcategories 
from the instructions.   
 

1. Name of Property 
Historic name:  Beall, Burtch W., Jr., & Susan, House________________ 
Other names/site number: ______________________________________ 

      Name of related multiple property listing: 
      N/A________________________________________________________ 
      (Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing 
____________________________________________________________________________ 

2. Location  
Street & number: 4644 S. Brookwood Circle________________________ 
City or town: Millcreek____ State: UT__________ County: Salt Lake____  
Not For Publication:   Vicinity:  

____________________________________________________________________________ 
3. State/Federal Agency Certification   
As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended,  
I hereby certify that this    X   nomination  ___ request for determination of eligibility meets 
the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register of Historic 
Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60.  
In my opinion, the property  _X_  meets   ___ does not meet the National Register Criteria.  I 
recommend that this property be considered significant at the following  
level(s) of significance:      
 ___national                  ___statewide           _X__local  

  Applicable National Register Criteria:  
___A             ___B           _X _C           ___D         
 

 
  /Deputy SHPO 

Signature of certifying official/Title:        Date 
_Utah Division of State History/Office of Historic Preservation____________ 
State or Federal agency/bureau or Tribal Government 
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In my opinion, the property        meets        does not meet the National Register 
criteria.   

     

Signature of commenting official:    Date 
 

Title :                                     State or Federal agency/bureau 
                                                                                         or Tribal Government  

 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

4. National Park Service Certification  
 I hereby certify that this property is:  
       entered in the National Register  
       determined eligible for the National Register  
       determined not eligible for the National Register  
       removed from the National Register  
       other (explain:)  _____________________                                                                                    

 
                     
______________________________________________________________________   
Signature of the Keeper   Date of Action 

____________________________________________________________________________ 
5. Classification 

 Ownership of Property 
 (Check as many boxes as apply.) 

Private:  
 

 Public – Local 
 

 Public – State  
 

 Public – Federal  
 

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

X
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Category of Property 
 (Check only one box.) 

 
 Building(s) 

 
 District  

 
 Site 

 
 Structure  

 
 Object  
 
 
 Number of Resources within Property 
 (Do not include previously listed resources in the count)              

Contributing   Noncontributing 
_____1_______   ______1______  buildings 

 
_____________   _____________  sites 
 
_____2  ______   _____________  structures  
 
_____________   _____________  objects 
 
_____3_______   ______1_______  Total 

 
 
 Number of contributing resources previously listed in the National Register ____0_____ 
____________________________________________________________________________ 

6. Function or Use  
Historic Functions 
(Enter categories from instructions.) 

 DOMESTIC: single dwelling 
 ___________________ 
  

Current Functions 
(Enter categories from instructions.) 

 DOMESTIC: single dwelling 
 ___________________ 

X
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_____________________________________________________________________________ 

7. Description  
 

 Architectural Classification  
 (Enter categories from instructions.) 
 MODERN MOVEMENT: 
 Wrightian Modern______ 
 ___________________ 

  
Materials: (enter categories from instructions.) 
Principal exterior materials of the property: BRICK, WOOD, STUCCO______ 

 
 

Narrative Description 
(Describe the historic and current physical appearance and condition of the property.  Describe 
contributing and noncontributing resources if applicable. Begin with a summary paragraph that 
briefly describes the general characteristics of the property, such as its location, type, style, 
method of construction, setting, size, and significant features. Indicate whether the property has 
historic integrity.)   
______________________________________________________________________________ 
Summary Paragraph 
 
The Burtch W. Beall, Jr., and Susan Beall House, built in 1955 is a one-and-a-half story brick 
and stained wood residence. It is located at 4644 S. Brookwood Circle in Millcreek, a suburb 
south of Salt Lake City, Utah. The Modern Movement style of the Beall House has a heavy 
influence and combination of Wrightian Modern and Ranch, with distinctive features such as 
unmarked entryway, low-profile roofline with wide, overhanging eaves, ribbon windows, indoor-
outdoor connectivity, and a floorplan organized around a central hearth. The house was designed 
by architect Burtch W. Beall, Jr., for his family. Beall and his family lived in the house from the 
time of its construction to 2019. The foundation is concrete and the gently sloped roof is built-up. 
The exterior walls are a combination of brick, vertical wood sheathing, and glass. The house 
features an attached carport and a full-height walk-out basement. There have been two additions 
to the house including the 1965 game room and the 1998 kitchen and dining room. There are two 
contributing outbuildings on the property; a yard storage building and dog house, and a second 
yard storage building. There is one non-contributing outbuilding on the property; a 
studio/workshop constructed in 1987. Design for the additions and outbuildings were performed 
by Beall as the architect of record. The basement and kitchen additions remain intact with only 
minor modifications since their construction. The house sits on 0.25-acre parcel that includes a 
naturally-declining hill moving east to west, and has a direct sightline view to the Wasatch 
Mountains to the southeast. Lawn and mature trees surround the property as well as perimeter 
walls that are mixed between a six-foot wood fence and a brick and concrete knee wall. The 
property has excellent historic integrity in all seven aspects.  
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______________________________________________________________________________ 
Narrative Description  
 
Exterior 
 
The footprint of the Beall House consists of four main blocks. The one-story block of the 
original house, which originally measured forty-eight feet by twenty-one feet, includes the 
entryway, living room, and screened-in porch. The two-story block, measuring approximately 
twenty feet in height, includes the office (original master bedroom), master bedroom (originally 
two smaller bedrooms), and a full bathroom on the upper level, and on the lower level, the 
workroom/laundry room, full bathroom, and two bedrooms. The one-story block at the rear 
(west) of the house, measuring twenty-one fee by fifteen feet, was built originally as the game 
room. The kitchen and dining room addition at the north edge of the building, west of the 
carport, measures twenty-five feet by fourteen feet. The foundation is concrete. The roof is low 
pitched, covered with tar and rock, and has a continuous frieze of stained wood. Sheathing is 
primarily stained vertical wood, and cream brick masonry in a running bond with raked mortar 
joints. Nearly all stained wood on the house is of a very dark brown, almost black color, 
resembling shou sugi ban technique. 
 
Although the east elevation faces Brookwood Circle, it is a secondary elevation. The north half 
of the elevation is the carport opening. The low-pitched, front-gabled carport roof is supported 
by metal posts. The front entrance is located under the carport and is entered by stepping onto a 
wood- decked platform. The door is on the north façade. The back wall of the carport displays 
vertical wood planks with a lighter brown stain. Extending to the north is an original wood brise 
soleil that leads to the rear yard and studio building. The carport ceiling is rough textured stucco 
and pierced with a skylight near the doorway. The south half of the east elevation is composed of 
the screened-in porch. The south half is not visible from the street as a six-foot wood fence 
intersects mid-elevation. The porch screening is divided by a wood frame divided into equal 
three-foot sections. A decorative, wood pergola hangs from the frieze. 
 
The south elevation is the primary elevation with views overlooking the Wasatch Mountains and 
the south lawn of the property. The south elevation affords the best opportunity to see the 
Wrightian influence of the design. The low and wide chimney, two series of ribbon windows 
under wide, overhanging eaves, and the low-pitched rooflines contribute to the low horizontality 
of the overall structure. The east section of the façade is one-story and is divided into two 
sections: the porch and the bay window. A wall section and a pier around the porch are 
composed of brick in running bond. A wood-framed and screened door, flanked by sidelights of 
screen, serves as the entryway to the screened-in porch from the south lawn. The bay window 
protrudes out about three feet and serves as a living room storage and hi-fi hutch. The upper half 
of the bay is a continuous stretch of six wood, casement windows. Larger windows are used at 
the corner and are directly butted at the corners. The lower half of the bay displays vertical, 
stained wood. The west section of the façade is a combination of a two-story block and the one-
story basement addition. The two-story block is sheathed on the upper half with vertical, stained 
wood, while the lower half is stucco. A wood pergola is mounted over the stucco section.  
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Windows are only on the upper half and are split between a ribbon of six casements and a 
separate pair of casements to the west. The center of the basement section is composed of two  
functioning doors and two fixed doors of the same size and appearance as the doors. The doors 
and windows are flanked on the east by a supporting brick pier and adjacent stucco wall, and on 
the west by a brick pier and recessed corner window. The corner window has two vertically-
oriented glass panels that are butted at the corner and set into stained wood trim. 
 
The west façade is divided into three sections: the basement addition; the two-story block; and 
the kitchen addition. From the west, the lower and upper rooflines and window locations provide 
a repetitive design feature with similar geometry, overhang, and material composition. The 
basement is composed of a central brick wall that is flanked on both sides by matching, recessed 
corner windows that are trimmed in wood and nearly the full height of the wall. Structural brick 
piers for the basement roof can be seen behind the corner windows. The two-story block is 
composed of a central wall of vertical, stained wood that is flanked on both sides by vertical 
windows, though the windows are trimmed in wood and do not extend down the full height of 
the wall. The kitchen wall is recessed beneath the sloping roof to create a small, wood-decked 
porch. The roof here is supported by wood, post-and-beam construction. The underside of the 
roof is stuccoed. The kitchen wall is composed of brick in running bond. This later addition is 
distinguished from earlier additions by the use of a lightly multi-colored brick. A wood door and 
paired-casement window are centered and both have fixed transoms that extend to the ceiling.  
 
The north façade is composed of two sections: the kitchen addition, and the entryway and 
screened-in porch. The kitchen addition is composed of multi-colored brick in running bond. 
There are no openings in this wall as it is adjacent to a walkway and the property line. The 
entryway is simply marked by the entry door, which is currently stained dark brown, matching 
adjacent and nearby trim. To the east is a brick wall of running bond, two panels of screened-in 
porch, a brick pier that supports the porch roof, and then two panels of screened-in porch. 
 
Interior 
 
On the interior of the 2,382 square foot house, the main floor consists of the original entryway, 
office, living room, and porch, and later addition for the dining room and kitchen. The main floor 
is organized around a central brick hearth that includes built-in seating. Additional built-in 
seating is in original condition at the west end of the living room. The kitchen was originally 
located where the office is located currently. Ascending the stairs to the upper floor takes you to 
a full bathroom, study (original master bedroom), and master bedroom (originally two separate 
bedrooms). A prominent feature of the upper floor is the craftsmanship of the Douglas Fir 
paneled walls, which display horizontal pieces of individually cut, lightly stained pine in an 
alternating pattern of wide extruding and thin inset strips. Descending the stairs to the basement 
level, rooms include a full bathroom, laundry room, workshop, two bedrooms, and the game 
room addition (current master bedroom). All bedrooms have built-in shelving that is original to 
its construction. 
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Outbuildings & Setting 
 
The property includes three outbuildings; two that are contributing and one that is non-
contributing. Roughly centered on the south property line is a yard storage building with attached 
dog house. The storage section of this outbuilding is post-and-beam construction with stained 
wood sheathing and a metal roof. The dog house section is cream colored brick to match the 
house, and has a wood shingled roof. On the north property line is a second, smaller yard storage 
building that matches the one on the south property line. The non-contributing structure is a 
studio/workshop building located at the rear of the property in the northwest corner. This is a 
rectangular building with a side-gabled metal roof and is sheathed in vertical, stained wood. 
Circulation is afforded through two doors on the east elevation: a set of wood double-doors with 
full-glass lites on the south, and a single wood door to the north that blends into the elevation as 
it is faced in the same paneling as the exterior. Fenestration includes a series of high windows 
and a monitor roof. The interior is sparsely finished as it served as a workshop and studio. 
 
The Beall House sits on the north edge of the 0.25-acre parcel that measures 75 feet by 150 feet. 
There is a short concrete and gravel driveway between the street and the carport. A gate provides 
access to the rear yard and patio off the kitchen. Much of the original landscape plan including 
mature trees, integrated wood benches, aggregate concrete walkways are still present across the 
property. The property is surrounded on the south and west, and partially on the east and north, 
by a six-foot, stained wood fence. A knee-high brick wall with concrete cap and base extends 
most of the length of the north side of the property. 
 
Historic Rehabilitation Project 
 
In 2020, the current owners completed historic rehabilitation projects at the Beall House that 
were undertaken with the goal to meet the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for 
Rehabilitation, and as such, have submitted a tax credit application to the Utah SHPO for review. 
The work includes updates such as new main level flooring reminiscent of the original exposed 
concrete floors, new kitchen and office cabinetry consistent with the home’s other cabinetry 
design, and a complete bathroom renovation with nods to the architectural elements throughout 
the home. Electrical was extensively updated throughout including lighting, outlets and the main 
breaker. The fireplace was also modernized, converting it to gas. Significant work was done 
touching up and replacing damaged woodwork on the interior and trim on the exterior. Original, 
but aged and frayed, built-in upholstery was replaced with similar toned fabrics, and the original 
hardwood floors were refinished. In addition to this, the entire house, inside and out, was freshly 
stained and painted. Stain on the exterior was carefully matched to be close to the original color. 
Great care was taken with every aspect of the rehabilitation to stay true to the original designs 
and vision of architect and original owner Burtch W. Beall, Jr. 
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8. Statement of Significance 

 
 Applicable National Register Criteria  
 (Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property for National Register  
 listing.) 

 
A. Property is associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the 

broad patterns of our history. 
  

B. Property is associated with the lives of persons significant in our past.  
 

C. Property embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of 
construction or represents the work of a master, or possesses high artistic values, 
or represents a significant and distinguishable entity whose components lack 
individual distinction.  
 

D. Property has yielded, or is likely to yield, information important in prehistory or 
history.  

 
 Criteria Considerations  
 (Mark “x” in all the boxes that apply.) 

 
A. Owned by a religious institution or used for religious purposes 

  
B. Removed from its original location   

 
C. A birthplace or grave  

 
D. A cemetery 

 
E. A reconstructed building, object, or structure 

 
F. A commemorative property 

 
G. Less than 50 years old or achieving significance within the past 50 years  

 
 

Areas of Significance 
(Enter categories from instructions.)  
ARCHITECTURE____  
___________________  

 
 
 

 
  

X
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Period of Significance 
1955-1965__________ 
___________________ 

 
 Significant Dates  
 1955_________________  
 1965; game room addition 
 _____________________ 

 
Significant Person 
(Complete only if Criterion B is marked above.) 
___________________   

 
 Cultural Affiliation  
 ___________________  
 
 Architect/Builder 
 Burtch W. Beall, Jr., Architect 
 ___________________ 
 

 
Statement of Significance Summary Paragraph (Provide a summary paragraph that includes 
level of significance, applicable criteria, justification for the period of significance, and any 
applicable criteria considerations.)  
 
The Burtch W. Beall, Jr. & Susan Beall House, built in 1955, is locally significant under 
Criterion C in the area of Architecture. The structure was designed by the Salt Lake City-based 
architect Burtch W. Beall, Jr., as his personal home between 1955 and his death in 2019. The 
period of significance is 1955-1965, the year the house was constructed through the year of the 
first addition. Burtch W. Beall, Jr., was a prolific local architect who designed education 
buildings and additions, churches, businesses, and residences during a career of more than fifty 
years. His personal residence at 4644 S. Brookwood Circle embodies Beall’s understated 
personality and desire to have a private home away from public life. The chosen Wrightian 
Modern style of the house reflects Beall’s influence by Frank Lloyd Wright during his college 
years and early practice. The Beall House exemplifies a highly-stylized, Wright-influenced 
design in Utah, where the first and only actual Wright-designed structure was not completed 
until 1959. The design of other residences by Beall are more influenced by the International 
Style, which were not as constrained by small rooms and did not require additional cost for fine 
woods and craftsmanship, and thus preferred by clients. The floor plan evolved over time as the 
needs of the family changed, and all design work was completed by Beall as architect, tying the 
later additions to the original building through a consistent design approach. The house has been 
exceptionally well-preserved, having one owner for nearly sixty-five years. It is significant as 
one of the finest examples of Wrightian Modern domestic architecture in Utah, and stands out in 
the central valley city of Millcreek as a mid-century masterpiece by a significant architect. 
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______________________________________________________________________________ 
Narrative Statement of Significance (Provide at least one paragraph for each area of 
significance.)   
 
Architectural Significance (Criterion C) 
 
The Burtch W. Beall, Jr., & Susan Beall House is architecturally significant under Criterion C as 
a Wrightian Modern style residence. The house was built in 1955 during the post-World War II 
suburban building boom in the Salt Lake City area. This period, as well as the design of this 
house, epitomized the beginning of a transition in domestic architecture from minimal 
representations of traditional styles to fully-realized new modern styles. While the Ranch style 
was emerging as the most popular in the Salt Lake City suburbs, Beall utilized features aligned 
directly with Frank Lloyd Wright’s Usonian designs. The Beall House was also an opportunity 
for the architect to showcase his talent, as his personal house was his first design to be 
constructed in Utah.1 
 
Only a few Utah architects were influenced by Wright’s domestic designs of the postwar period. 
The Usonian residences of Wright, produced during a prolific two-decade period from 1936-
1959, featured design elements in single-story homes including: flat roofs with generous 
overhangs and cantilevered carports; built-in furniture and shelving; tall windows that softened 
the boundary between interior and exterior, a sense of flow from one room to the next, and a 
central hearth. The Beall House exhibits all of these Usonian characteristics. Wright’s Usonians 
were typically situated on inexpensive and remote sites and set back from the road, nestling into 
their surrounding landscapes. 
 
The Beall House was one of the earliest houses to be constructed on Brookwood Circle. The site 
has a challenging grade change on a long lot that is not oriented toward the street, and thus, not 
ideal for a common Ranch house. While the house has a common setback with other houses on 
the street, it is physically separated from the street by a solid wood privacy fence. Beall used a 
combination of wood, glass, and masonry, which follow Wright’s practice in Usonian houses. 
The overall design aesthetic by Beall, following Wright’s principles, created a house connected 
to the land, expressive in simplicity, and efficient. 
 
Background on Burtch W. Beall, Jr. 
 
Burtch W. Beall, Jr. was not drawn to architecture as his first inclination. As recounted by his 
son Brook: 

                                                      
1 On one occasion, Beall met Wright. As the story was told by Beall to a colleague, he and a fellow architecture 
student drove from Columbus, Ohio, to Taliesin to meet Wright. Beall had written ahead to request an audience with 
Wright, but when they arrived no appointment had been set. They were ushered into the house and after a while, 
Wright came down the stairs to meet them, though not all the way down the stairs. He remained above the two 
students in his hat and cape, providing the “audience” they requested. Wright thanked them for coming to meet him, 
encouraged them to study and learn, and wished them well as future architects. Wright then turned and ascended the 
stairs. They left Taliesin and returned to Columbus, pleased that Wright had at least given them some of his time. 
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“Dad had just returned to Columbus from the Navy (he had been training as a pilot when 
WWII ended) and he took advantage of the GI Bill to enroll at The Ohio State University. On 
the day that he went down to register for classes, he went to the table set up outside the 
College of Engineering, and spoke to a woman that was helping out. She asked him for his 
name, and he replied, "Burtch Beall." She replied, "Are you Betty's brother?" to which he 
replied "Yes." She said "Oh, you don't want to be an engineer! Go over to the School of 
Architecture. You'll like it much better." As they say, the rest is history.”  

 
Beall graduated from OSU with his architecture degree in 1949. He and his wife, Susan, 
relocated to Salt Lake City in 1952 after an automobile breakdown during a cross-country trip. It 
had been their second visit to the city. While Beall had modest success in minor early 
partnerships with Robert Huit Hunter and Stephen Macdonald, he mainly worked independently 
through his own design firm for his five-decade career.2 
 
No comprehensive record of Beall’s work exists and there are no permanent archives. However, 
there are many known examples of his work that have been documented and remain extant. 
Beall’s earliest non-residential commissions were the Stevenson Medical Clinic on South 
Temple Street in Salt Lake City (1959; demolished) and the Trinity Presbyterian Church in 
Ogden (1959; extant). Additional religious commissions followed with Kingsbury 
Congregational Church in Vernal (1960; unknown), and later, Clearfield Community Church (c. 
1964; demolished), Orem Community Church (1959; extant), and Sandy Community Church 
(1965; demolished). New medical-related facility commissions included Tioga Medical/Dental 
Clinic in Salt Lake City (1963; demolished) and Washtenaw Medical Arts Building in Ypsilanti, 
MI, (1971; extant). Community related building commissions included two major commissions 
that include the U.S. Post Office on Main Street in Park City (1966; extant) and the Tenth East 
Senior Center in Salt Lake City (1963 and 1977; extant). While the Park City Post Office has 
become a beloved community focal point on Main Street, the Tenth East Senior Center is 
endangered even though it was the first senior-centered facility in the state of Utah. Beall’s firm 
also completed many structures within the educational realm throughout his career, from the 
Chase Fine Arts Center at Utah State University in Logan (1967; unknown) to the Shaw Student 
Union at Westminster College in Salt Lake City (1967-69; extant), an underground addition to 
the Marriott Library at University of Utah in Salt Lake City (1995; extant), and the Magna 
Elementary addition (1996; extant).   
 
Beall was one of the first architects in Utah to venture into historic preservation in the firm’s 
practice. Notable commissions for historic preservation projects included the Jacob Hamblin 
House in Santa Clara (1966; extant), Brigham Young Winter Home in St. George (1966; extant), 
Culmer House (1976; extant), Devereaux Mansion (1979; extant), and the Frank Lloyd Wright-
designed Stromquist House in Bountiful (2002; extant). Notably, Beall served as restoration 
architect for the Salt Lake City & County Building in Salt Lake City for nearly two decades. The 
effort culminated in a successful rehabilitation of the building in 1989 that featured the world’s 
first use of seismic base isolation for an existing structure, for which the project became world  

                                                      
2 Judith Hunter, personal correspondence. 
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renowned. Beall is credited with the convincing of elected officials that base isolation would 
work for the building. 
 
Single-family residential commissions by Beall are not numerous, but those that have been 
documented and are extant share similar characteristics as the Beall residence. The Richard Van 
Norman Residence (1963; extant) in Millcreek and another residence on Brookwood Circle (c. 
1957; extant) share many similar exterior characteristics such as mixed natural materials, 
horizontality of structure that derives from low or flat roofing and wide overhanging eaves, use 
of carports, and a surrounding natural environment. The J. Victor Stevenson Residence in Salt 
Lake City (1961; extant) is the most unique as it currently sits on top of a two-car garage, and 
utilizes metals, wood, and concrete as primary materials. However, the Stevenson Residence 
shares the Beall house design characteristics in the use of continuous glass on the south façade 
and the low pitched gable roof on the two sections of the building. During a short period in the 
late 1950s, Beall worked with Stephen Macdonald, a renowned local residential architect. During 
their work, Beall was credited with the design for a house in Holladay (1959; extant) and a house 
in the Arlington Hills area of the Federal Heights neighborhood of Salt Lake City (1959; 
unknown) that won a local design competition. Beall’s only credited foray into multi-family 
design was for the Medical Student Housing (1966-1971; extant) at the University of Utah in 
Salt Lake City and is Brutalist in its design. 
 
According to Beall’s personal records, the site was purchased for $2,500 and the original house 
was constructed for $11,000. 
 
Beall House Architectural Design 
 
In designing his personal home, Burtch W. Beall, Jr., chose the popular American Wrightian 
Modern style with heavy Usonian influence. Design and construction were executed with 
affordability in mind, thus reflecting an understated tone and Beall’s personal character. The 
design has many of the characteristics that are found in Wright’s domestic work. Eliciting his 
feelings about choosing the Prairie Style for his personal home, Beall stated in a 2012 interview, 
“You try to create excitement from small spaces to large spaces, expanding spaces. Which all 
seemed to fit, I suppose, within the idea of Wright, and so that aspect of it keeps filtering into my 
design philosophy.” 
 
The wide cantilevered eaves are not steeply angled, but bring focus to the horizontality of the 
building, reducing its overall scale on the site. The house exhibits low-process, natural materials 
in wood siding, local brick, and exposed aggregate concrete. It bridges indoor-outdoor spaces 
through a screened-in porch on the east end of the house, with exterior seclusion created by 
vegetation along the fence lines adjacent to the driveway and street. Beall designed all additions 
to the house and the outbuilding. He frequently performed his own maintenance and minor 
renovations, often choosing the most affordable materials but investing his time in 
craftsmanship. The Bealls paid particular attention to their landscaping, designing around a focal  
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point apple tree in the middle terrace where there are walkways, benches, and decorative 
plantings.3 
 
On the interior, the house continues to follow Usonian design principles. The original house was 
a small, simple one-and-a-half story block where the main floor was one room that flowed 
around a central hearth. The room included a small kitchen and dining room and a living room. 
The living room is a textbook example of Wrightian influence including the brick fireplace with 
integrated seating, a built-in couch on the west wall, and a built-in hi-fi hutch along the south-
facing ribbon of casement windows. Living room paneling was installed in c. 1960 at a cost of 
$1,000. A short flight of stairs ascended to the bedroom and bathroom, while another stairway 
descended to the basement where the original workshop and current laundry room are located. 
The upstairs bedroom includes built-in shelving and a closet. The first house addition occurred in 
1965. The two-story addition to the rear of and in line with the original building included two 
new bedrooms upstairs and a game room in the basement. The game room features wood 
paneling, brick, built-in shelving and storage areas, and a low-pitched gabled ceiling. Within the 
next ten years, a portion of the game room was converted to two small bedrooms and a full-size 
bathroom. Both bedrooms include built-in desks, shelving, closets, and drawers. While the game 
room was likely used as labeled by the Bealls for several decades, it was last used by the owner 
as his architecture studio. In 1998, the original boys’ bedrooms were converted to a new master 
bedroom ($3,000), the original master bedroom changed use to a library, and the kitchen and 
dining room addition ($34,000) were constructed within the footprint of the carport.  
 
Additional projects included the yard fencing (1957; $1,000), porch screening (1958; $500), 
garden sheds (c. 1960; $500), steps to the apple tree (c. 1960; $4,760), studio/workshop building 
(1987 $12,000), and dining room sliding panels (2003; $1,441). 
 
 
Additional Historical Context  
 
Burtch W. Beall, Jr. was known throughout Salt Lake City and Utah as the “Gentleman 
Architect.” While his list of architectural design projects is not long, his impact on architectural 
practice, practitioners, students, and the public through his community service built a reputation 
for Beall that embodied ethical practice, trustworthiness, and respect. Notably, while Beall is 
credited with passing down traditional field documentation techniques to thousands of students, 
Beall’s firm was one of the first in the state to use computer-assisted drafting when it became 
available in the early 1980s, utilizing a system called Cadvance, for which they were featured in 
a national advertising campaign.4 
 
Beall was born in Columbus, Ohio on September 27, 1925, to Burtch W. and Etta B. Beall. Beall 
served in the Naval Air Corps between 1943-1945 as a Second Lieutenant and Captain, and was 
able to utilize the G.I. Bill to obtain his education. He was trained as an architect at Ohio State  

                                                      
3 Don Hartley, personal correspondence. 
4 James McElwain and Gregory Upwall, personal correspondence. 
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University, graduating in 1949. His training was by a series of architects who were brought up in 
the Beaux Arts, and engineers who taught a masonry bearing structural system. Beall worked at 
first as a draftsman for local architects in Columbus where he learned a great deal about 
construction documents. During his time in Columbus, Beall worked for a very short time for 
Lustron, producing renderings of the prefabricated metal housing construction process.5 
 
During a cross-country trip and after his marriage, the Beall’s made a cross country trip on which 
they had an automobile problem in Salt Lake City, and after spending time in the city decided to 
relocate permanently. He worked for the firms of William J. Monroe and the later with Lorenzo 
S. Young. After becoming registered, Beall a firm in 1954 with fellow OSU architecture student, 
and brother in law, Robert Huit Hunter. After discovering they were both great at design and bad 
at business, they separated.6 Beall then worked with Bob Fowler for a couple of years, and 
separately with Stephen Macdonald, a renowned residential architect in Salt Lake City and 
teaching mentor. 
 
Major commissions of new construction for the firm of Burtch W. Beall, Jr. included the 
Stevenson Clinic (1959, Salt Lake City); Trinity Presbyterian Church (1959, Ogden); Kingsbury 
Congregational Church (1960, Vernal); Tenth East Senior Center (1963 and 1977 addition, Salt 
Lake City); U.S. Post Office (1966, Park City); Medical Student Housing (1966-1971, Salt Lake 
City; University of Utah); Chase Fine Arts Center (1967, Logan; Utah State University); Shaw 
Student Union (1967-69, Salt Lake City; Westminster College); Washtenaw Medical Arts 
Building (1971, Ypsilanti, MI). Beall particularly focused on religious architecture in his early 
years. He attended a summer course at Pittsburgh Presbyterian Seminary that taught theology in 
the morning and architecture in the afternoon. The focus of the course was how to create 
architecture based on the theology and liturgy of the Presbyterian denomination. 
 
Beall considered his finest work to be the Chase Fine Arts Center, Medical Student Housing, and 
the Shaw Student Union. The Chase Fine Arts Center was particularly, for the time, very strong 
in contemporary design, featuring poured concrete with rubs which were influenced by designs 
of the architects Paul Rudolph and Louis Kahn. 
 
Besides the Beall House, Beall designed a handful of residences in Holladay, Millcreek, Price, 
and Salt Lake City. But single-family residential design was not where Beall wanted to focus his 
time. The story Burtch Beall told in a 2012 interview gives insight to his thinking about 
residential design: 
 

“I was being interviewed by a client at his existing home. Sat in the living room with his wife 
and talked about the house that they were envisioning. And they explained to me how they 
entertained and the level of sophistication I guess – knowledge, awareness, worldliness. They 
had all these things in their mind of who they were entertaining. And after they got through, I 
said, “You know, I’m honored that you would consider me but I don’t think I’m the right  

                                                      
5 Peter Goss, personal correspondence. 
6 Judith Hunter, personal correspondence. 
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architect for you.” I said, “I know a person who would do you a marvelous job. He 
understands the level of sophistication not only of you as how I view you now but of who 
you are going to entertain.” 

 
Beall designed an affordable housing development on the west side of Salt Lake City and served 
as consulting architect to Salt Lake County on several other affordable housing projects. Besides 
individual projects, Beall provided long-term professional services to several organizations and 
agencies including Utah Division of Facilities Construction and Management (43 years), various  
universities (37 years), Salt Lake City (30 years), Granite School District (23 years), and 
Rowland-Hall St. Mark’s (11 years). 
 
Burtch W. Beall, Jr. was also one of the first architects in Utah to make historic rehabilitation 
and restoration a major part of his practice. This started with state-sponsored efforts with the 
Stagecoach Inn in Fairfield (1959), the Jacob Hamblin House in Santa Clara (1966), and 
Brigham Young’s Winter Home in St. George (1966). Beall’s work on these projects led him to 
get involved at an early stage with Utah’s historic preservation movement and a new 
organization, Utah Heritage Foundation. Beall’s firm was hired in the early 1970s to conduct 
some of the earliest restoration work on the Salt Lake City & County Building. Beall was later 
chosen as the architect for restoring the Culmer House (1976), the Devereaux Mansion (1979), 
the Frank Lloyd Wright-designed Stromquist House (2002), and several phases of the Western 
Folklife Center (historic Pioneer Hotel) in Elko, NV. 
 
In 1954, Beall also began lecturing about architecture at the University of Utah, Westminster 
College, and giving public lectures. He enjoyed being a teacher and mentor and structured his 
professional practice to also do that. Keeping his firm purposefully small, Beall employed mostly 
students and recent graduates as job captains and drafters, expecting them to move on to other 
firms to use what they initially learned from him in a new setting. Importantly, Beall fostered 
many new generations of designers by giving them an opportunity and sharing his knowledge of 
the practice of architecture with emerging professionals. 
 
Beall also had a long history of community service and showed other architects that it was 
important to be involved in the community beyond design practice. Beall was a Mason, Chair of 
the Utah Heritage Foundation Board of Trustees (1970-71), Chair of the Utah Arts Council 
(1987-1995), and the Utah lead on the original HABS/HAER documentation team (1971-76). 
Beall’s leadership to document South Temple Street in Salt Lake City during this period resulted 
in it becoming the state’s first historic district. In about 2001, Beall served on a team to 
document the JY (Rockefeller) Ranch in Grand Teton National Park, WY, prior to its 
demolition.7 
 
Beall received several awards including a Special Award from the Utah Masonry Research and 
Promotion Group for the outstanding restoration of the Salt Lake City & County Building 
(1976), the Intermountain Producers Council Award of Merit (1977), Utah Heritage Foundation’s  

                                                      
7 Thomas Carter, personal correspondence. 
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Fellow Award (1982), and the Utah Society Lifetime Achievement Award (2005). In national 
architecture circles, Beall was also very active with an appointment to the AIA national 
committee on religious architecture in 1966, service as NCARB Treasurer in 1983-84, and 
naming as an AIA Fellow (FAIA) in 1978. The web publication of the Utah Architects Project in 
2014 by the Utah Center for Architecture culminated several decades of Beall’s solo work as 
researcher, author, and photographer, to document every licensed Utah architect that practiced 
before 1949. 
 
Beall married Susan Hunter in 1949, and sons were born in 1954 and 1956. The Beall family 
lived in the house at 4644 S. Brookwood Circle from the date of its construction in 1955 to the 
passing of Susan in late 2018, followed closely by Burtch in early 2019.
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Previous documentation on file (NPS):  
 
____ preliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67) has been requested 
____ previously listed in the National Register 
____ previously determined eligible by the National Register 
____ designated a National Historic Landmark  
____ recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey   #____________ 
____ recorded by Historic American Engineering Record # __________ 
____ recorded by Historic American Landscape Survey # ___________ 
 
Primary location of additional data:  
_X_ State Historic Preservation Office 
____ Other State agency 
____ Federal agency 
____ Local government 
____ University 
____ Other 
         Name of repository: _____________________________________ 
 
Historic Resources Survey Number (if assigned): ________________ 
 

  



United States Department of the Interior  
National Park Service / National Register of Historic Places Registration Form  
NPS Form 10-900     OMB No. 1024-0018      
 
Beall, Burtch W., Jr., & Susan, House  Salt Lake County, Utah 
Name of Property                   County and State 

Sections 9-end  page 19 
 

 
10.  Geographical Data 

 
 Acreage of Property _0.25 acres______________ 

 
Use either the UTM system or latitude/longitude coordinates 
 
Latitude/Longitude Coordinates 
Datum if other than WGS84:__________ 
(enter coordinates to 6 decimal places) 
1. Latitude: 40.669572°  Longitude: -111.859220° 

 
2. Latitude:   Longitude: 

 
Or  
UTM References  
Datum (indicated on USGS map):  
 

           NAD 1927     or        NAD 1983 
 
 

1. Zone: 12 Easting: 427378  Northing: 4502432  
 

2. Zone: Easting:    Northing: 
 

Verbal Boundary Description (Describe the boundaries of the property.) 
 
Legal description of the house property: N 70 FT OF LOT 30 & S 5 FT OF LOT 31 
BROOKWOOD 
 
Boundary Justification (Explain why the boundaries were selected.) 
 

 The boundaries are those current and historically associated with the house. 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

11. Form Prepared By 
 
name/title: _Kirk Huffaker, Principal_____________________________________________ 
organization: _Kirk Huffaker Preservation Strategies________________________________ 
street & number: _159 W. Broadway, Suite 200____________________________________ 
city or town:  Salt Lake City________________ state: _UT________ zip code:_84101_____ 
e-mail_kirk.preserve@gmail.com___________________ 
telephone:_(801) 949-4040________________________ 
date:_21 January 2020__________________________ 

 

 X 
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Additional Documentation 
Submit the following items with the completed form: 
• Maps:   A USGS map or equivalent (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's 

location. 
• Sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous 

resources.  Key all photographs to this map. 
• Additional items:  (Check with the SHPO, TPO, or FPO for any additional items.) 

 
Map 1 of 4. General Location Map 
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Map 2 of 4. Neighborhood Context Map. 
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Map 3 of 4. Property Boundary Map. 
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Map 4 of 4. Photo Key Map. 
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Photographs 
Submit clear and descriptive photographs.  The size of each image must be 1600x1200 pixels 
(minimum), 3000x2000 preferred, at 300 ppi (pixels per inch) or larger.  Key all photographs 
to the sketch map. Each photograph must be numbered and that number must correspond to 
the photograph number on the photo log.  For simplicity, the name of the photographer, 
photo date, etc. may be listed once on the photograph log and doesn’t need to be labeled on 
every photograph. 
 
Photo Log 
 
Name of Property:  Burtch W., Jr., and Susan Beall House 
 
City or Vicinity:  Millcreek 
 
County: Salt Lake   State: UT 
 
Photographer: Kirk Huffaker (June) and Taylor Olson (December) 
 
Date Photographed: 17 June 2020 and 1 December 2020 
 
Description of Photograph(s) and number, include description of view indicating direction of 
camera: 
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Photo No. Photo Description 
Photo 1 East elevation of house. Camera facing west. 
Photo 2 East and south elevations of house. Camera facing northwest. 
Photo 3 North elevation of house showing current entry. Camera facing south. 
Photo 4 South elevation of house. Camera facing west. 
Photo 5 East and south elevations of house. Camera facing northwest. 
Photo 6 South elevation of house during rehabilitation. Camera facing northwest. 
Photo 7 South elevation of house after rehabilitation. Camera facing north. 

Photo 8 South and west elevations of house during rehabilitation, showing apple tree 
in south lawn. Camera facing northeast. 

Photo 9 South and west elevations of house after rehabilitation. Camera facing 
northeast. 

Photo 10 West elevation of house. Camera facing east. 
Photo 11 West elevation of house. Camera facing east. 
Photo 12 North elevation of house. Camera facing east. 

Photo 13 Studio/workshop accessory building (noncontributing). Camera facing 
northwest. 

Photo 14 Garden shed/dog house accessory structure (contributing). Camera facing 
south. 

Photo 15 Yard shed accessory structure (contributing). Camera facing north. 
Photo 16 Entryway of house before rehabilitation. Camera facing west. 
Photo 17 Entryway of house after rehabilitation. Camera facing west. 
Photo 18 Living room before rehabilitation. Camera facing west. 
Photo 19 Living room after rehabilitation. Camera facing west. 
Photo 20 Living room before rehabilitation. Camera facing east. 
Photo 21 Living room after rehabilitation. Camera facing east. 
Photo 22 Screened porch. Camera facing northwest. 
Photo 23 Former master bedroom before rehabilitation. Camera facing northwest. 
Photo 24 Former master bedroom after rehabilitation. Camera facing northwest. 
Photo 25 Kitchen and dining room before rehabilitation. Camera facing west. 
Photo 26 Kitchen and dining room after rehabilitation. Camera facing west. 
Photo 27 Upstairs bathroom before rehabilitation. Camera facing north. 
Photo 28 Upstairs bathroom after rehabilitation. Camera facing north. 
Photo 29 Game Room. Camera facing west. 

Photo 30 Game Room showing two downstairs bedrooms at right. Camera facing 
northeast. 
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Photograph 1 of 30 
East elevation of house. Camera facing west. 

 
 

Photograph 2 of 30 
East and south elevations of house. Camera facing northwest. 
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Photograph 3 of 30 
North elevation of house showing current entry. Camera facing south. 

 
 

Photograph 4 of 30 
South elevation of house. Camera facing west. 
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Photograph 5 of 30 
East and south elevations of house. Camera facing northwest. 
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Photograph 6 of 30 
South elevation of house during rehabilitation. Camera facing northwest. 

 
 
Photograph 7 of 30 
South elevation of house after rehabilitation. Camera facing north. 
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Photograph 8 of 30 
South and west elevations of house during rehabilitation, showing apple tree in south lawn.  
Camera facing northeast. 

 
 
Photograph 9 of 30 
South and west elevations of house after rehabilitation. Camera facing northeast.
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Photograph 10 of 30 
West elevation of house. Camera facing east. 

 
 

Photograph 11 of 30 
West elevation of house. Camera facing east. 
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Photograph 12 of 30 
North elevation of house. Camera facing east. 

 
 
Photograph 13 of 30 
Studio/workshop accessory building (noncontributing). Camera facing northwest. 
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Photograph 14 of 30 
Garden shed/dog house accessory structure (contributing). Camera facing south. 

 
 

Photograph 15 of 30 
Yard shed accessory structure (contributing). Camera facing north. 
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Photograph 16 of 30 
Entryway of house before rehabilitation. Camera facing west. 
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Photograph 17 of 30 
Entryway of house after rehabilitation. Camera facing west. 

 
 
Photograph 18 of 30 
Living room before rehabilitation. Camera facing west. 

 
 

Photograph 19 of 30 
Living room after rehabilitation. Camera facing west. 
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Photograph 20 of 30 
Living room before rehabilitation. Camera facing east. 
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Photograph 21 of 30 
Living room after rehabilitation. Camera facing east. 

 
 

Photograph 22 of 30 
Screened porch. Camera facing northwest. 
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Photograph 23 of 30 
Former master bedroom before rehabilitation. Camera facing northwest. 

 
 

Photograph 24 of 30 
Former master bedroom after rehabilitation. Camera facing northwest. 
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Photograph 25 of 30 
Kitchen and dining room before rehabilitation. Camera facing west. 

 
 

Photograph 26 of 30 
Kitchen and dining room after rehabilitation. Camera facing west. 
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Photograph 27 of 30 
Upstairs bathroom before rehabilitation. Camera facing north. 

 
 
Photograph 28 of 30 
Upstairs bathroom after rehabilitation. Camera facing north. 
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Photograph 29 of 30 
Game Room. Camera facing west. 

 
 

Photograph 30 of 30 
Game Room showing two downstairs bedrooms at right. Camera facing northeast. 
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Figure 1 
Site plan, c. 1955. 

 
 

Figure 2 
North and east elevations, c. 1955. 
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Figure 3 
Main floor plan, c. 1955. 

 
 
Figure 4. 
Historic photo, 1956, Salt Lake County Tax Assessor. Courtesy Salt Lake County Archives. 
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Property Owner information:  
(Complete this item at the request of the SHPO or FPO.)  
 

Name _Taylor Olson and James Egan____________________________________________ 
Address _4644 S. Brookwood Circle_____________________________________________ 
City or Town _Millcreek_________________________ State_UT__ Zip code_84117______ 
Telephone/email _(801) 750-9931 / tosings@gmail.com______________________________ 
 

 
Paperwork Reduction Act Statement:  This information is being collected for applications to the National Register of Historic 
Places to nominate properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings.  Response 
to this request is required to obtain a benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C.460 
et seq.). 
Estimated Burden Statement:  Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 100 hours per response including  
time for reviewing instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form.  Direct comments regarding 
this burden estimate or any aspect of this form to the Office of Planning and Performance Management. U.S. Dept. of the Interior, 
1849 C. Street, NW, Washington, DC. 
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