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This form is for use in nominating or requesting determinations for individual properties and districts.  See instructions in National Register Bulletin, 
How to Complete the National Register of Historic Places Registration Form.  If any item does not apply to the property being documented, enter 
"N/A" for "not applicable."  For functions, architectural classification, materials, and areas of significance, enter only categories and subcategories 
from the instructions.   
 

1. Name of Property 
Historic name:     Los Gables Apartments                                                                     
Other names/site number:      Hotel Los Gables                                                                        

      Name of related multiple property listing: 
         Historic Resources of Salt Lake City                                                                                    
      (Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing) 
____________________________________________________________________________ 

2. Location  
Street & number:    125 S. and 135 S. 300 East                                                                     
City or town:           Salt Lake City                 State:     UT           County:   Salt Lake             
Not For Publication:   Vicinity:  

____________________________________________________________________________ 
3. State/Federal Agency Certification   
As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended,  
I hereby certify that this    X   nomination  ___ request for determination of eligibility meets 
the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register of Historic 
Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60.  
In my opinion, the property    X    meets   ___ does not meet the National Register Criteria.  I 
recommend that this property be considered significant at the following  
level(s) of significance:            national                         statewide             X  local  

  Applicable National Register Criteria:  
   X    A                    B              X    C                  D         
 

 
  /SHPO  

Signature of certifying official/Title:    Date 
    Utah Division of State History/Office of Historic Preservation                
State or Federal agency/bureau or Tribal Government 
In my opinion, the property        meets        does not meet the National Register 

criteria.   
     

Signature of commenting official:    Date 
 

Title :                                     State or Federal agency/bureau 
                                                                                         or Tribal Government  
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______________________________________________________________________________ 

4. National Park Service Certification  
 I hereby certify that this property is:  
       entered in the National Register  
       determined eligible for the National Register  
       determined not eligible for the National Register  
       removed from the National Register  
       other (explain:)  _____________________                                                                          

 
                     
______________________________________________________________________   
Signature of the Keeper   Date of Action 

____________________________________________________________________________ 
5. Classification 

 Ownership of Property 
 (Check as many boxes as apply.) 

 
Private:  

 
 Public – Local 

 
 Public – State  

 
 Public – Federal  

 
 
 Category of Property 
 (Check only one box.) 

 
 Building(s) 

 
 District  

 
 Site 

 
 Structure  

 
 Object  

X
  
 
  

 
  

 
  

X
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 Number of Resources within Property 
 (Do not include previously listed resources in the count) 
              

Contributing   Noncontributing 
           2                                        buildings 

 
                                                      sites 
 
                                                      structures  
 
                                                      objects 
 
           2                                         Total 

 
 Number of contributing resources previously listed in the National Register     N/A            
 
 
__________________________________________________________________________ 

6. Function or Use  
Historic Functions 
(Enter categories from instructions.) 

 
   DOMESTIC: multiple dwelling   
                                                     
  
 

Current Functions 
(Enter categories from instructions.) 

 
   DOMESTIC: multiple dwelling   
                                                      
 

 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 

7. Description  
 

 Architectural Classification  
 (Enter categories from instructions.) 
 
   LATE 19TH & EARLY 20TH CENTURY REVIVALS: Jacobethan Revival                       
   LATE 19TH & EARLY 20TH CENTURY REVIVALS: English Tudor Revival                    
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Materials: (Enter categories from instructions.) 

 
Principal exterior materials of the property:         BRICK, STONE, WOOD, CONCRETE      

 
 
 

Narrative Description 
(Describe the historic and current physical appearance and condition of the property.  Describe contributing and 
noncontributing resources if applicable. Begin with a summary paragraph that briefly describes the general 
characteristics of the property, such as its location, type, style, method of construction, setting, size, and significant 
features. Indicate whether the property has historic integrity.)   
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
Summary Paragraph 
 
The Los Gables Apartments is a historic apartment complex of two 3½-story brick buildings built in 1929.  
In 1946, the two buildings were connected by a one-story annex between them and renamed the Hotel Los 
Gables.  Although still connected, the two buildings have always been on distinct legal parcels.  The parcels 
have been under separate ownership since 1956 with each owner taking half of the annex.  For the purposes 
of this nomination, the two buildings will be distinguished as the north and south buildings.  The north 
building uses the address 125 S. 300 East.  It was renamed the Caladonian Apartments in the 1960s but has 
been recently rehabilitated with a new name: the Eleanor Rigby.  The south building uses the address 135 
S. 300 East and retained the name Los Gables Apartments until a few years ago when it was named Lorna 
Doone-Los Gables.1  The two buildings are identical examples of a combination of the Jacobethan Revival 
and the English Tudor period revival styles.  The most salient elements of the façade are the stone-faced 
base, terra cotta ornamentation, and half-timbering on the top floor.  Each building was constructed with 
40 units arranged along a double-loaded corridor. 
 
The south building was renovated with new windows and refurbished units in 2012 as a low-income 
housing project.  The north building was recently rehabilitated using state and federal tax credits.  The twin 
buildings of the Los Gables Apartment complex have good integrity in the qualities of location, setting, 
design, workmanship, feeling and association for the historic period of significance between 1929 and 1946.  
Newer vinyl windows on the south building have somewhat compromised the historic materials, but 
because of the quantity of ornamentation in the design, the complex retains its overall historic integrity.  
The Los Gables Apartments is a contributing resource in its Salt Lake City neighborhood. 
  

                         
1 The name Lorna Doone Apartments was historically used for the nearby apartment block at 320 E. 100 South, which 
is now part of a group of apartments owned by the Utah Non-Profit Housing Corporation (UNPHC).  The UNPHC owns 
four historic buildings on the block, collectively known as the Lorna Doone Project: Los Gables (135 S. 300 East), 
Picardy (115 S. 300 East), Lorna Doone (320 E. 100 South), and its twin, the Annie Laurie (326 E. 100 South).  The 
owners of the north building, also own the original Palace Apartments at 145 S. 300 East (renamed the Oakwood, now 
the Jude).  
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______________________________________________________________________________ 
Narrative Description  
 
Exterior 
 
Both the north and south buildings have identical I-shaped footprints that are 146 feet deep and 54 feet 
wide, with the narrow end facing the street.  The main unit area is 42 feet wide by 106 feet deep, while at 
the façade and rear the buildings widen by 12 feet to create an I-shape with a depth of 20 feet.  The façade 
features a projecting central entrance and a single shallow setback.  Each building also has a central rear 
entrance and a colossal brick chimney stack at the outer corner of the rear elevation.  The foundation is 
concrete.  It is not visible on the façade where the garden level (basement) apartment wall is sheathed in a 
stone facing.  The concrete is visible for about a foot above grade on the secondary elevations. 
 
Above the façade base and on the secondary elevations, the walls are red brick masonry laid in a running 
bond with light-colored flush mortar joints.  The roofs feature two different materials.  Asphalt shingles are 
used on the faux gables providing a parapet for the façades.  Behind the parapet there is a membrane roof 
on both buildings replacing the original built-up roofing material, in 2012 for the north building and in 2019 
for the south building. 
 
Most of the ornamentation is found on the façades (west elevations) of the buildings.  The base is sheathed 
in a facing of uncoursed multi-colored rubble stone.  The stone is capped with a terra cotta drip molding 
that steps up toward the central entrances.  At the projecting entrances, the stone facing is 1½-stories high 
and capped with a crenellated parapet of terra cotta.  The stone facing is also used on the half-height piers 
supporting a wrought-iron balustrade along the entry deck and steps.  The front doors are recessed under a 
gothic arch of terra cotta.  Terra cotta is also used for diamond-shaped medallions and decorative finials on 
the entrance arch.  The upper three floors are mostly brick with terra cotta elements.  The central bay is 
slightly recessed and features a two-story terra cotta gothic arch with quoins and a triangular cross piece.  
There is a square coat-of-arms-style medallion between the windows under this arch.  There is a diamond 
pattern of corbelled brick between each second and third floor set of large unit windows. 
 
Terra cotta is also used as a stringcourse above the top windows, which extends around the projecting north 
and south ends.  The course features terra cotta gargoyle heads at the corners.  The steep arch at the top of 
the building also features a terra cotta lion’s head with a drop pendant.  The parapet is crenellated similar 
to the entrance.  There are terra cotta copings on the parapet and the corbelled brick chimneys that are 
incorporated into the parapet.  Each façade also includes two sections of English Tudor-style half-timbering 
surrounding the corner windows of the upper two floors.  The half-timbering section features a faux gable 
top and decorative wood brackets at the bottom.  The timbers are painted red on the south building and dark 
brown on the north building. 
 
Each entry has a glass transom under the gothic arch.  The north building’s newer double doors sit behind 
a wrought-iron security grill (probably installed outside the historic period).  The south building has a multi-
pane original wood door with a leaded-glass diamond in the glass panes.  The north building façade features 
a combination of original and replacement multi-light wood casement windows in pairs and trios.  The 
upper floor windows have semi-circular heads.  A few single pane and one diamond pane windows have 
been retained.  The south building was fitted with new vinyl four-over-one windows in 2012.  The south 
building center windows are one-over-one.  The sills are terra cotta, either as part of a stringcourse or 
separate.  [See Figures 1, 3, 4, 5 & 6.] 
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In the center of the façade is the west elevation of the one-story annex between the two buildings.  The 
annex is 25 feet wide on the west elevation and 37 feet wide on its east elevation.  It is 54 feet deep, leaving 
a 92-foot deep courtyard space between the two buildings.  The walls are brick masonry with a crenellated 
parapet similar to the old buildings (in cast concrete, not terra cotta).  Under the parapet is a large semi-
circular panel, which was the signage for the Hotel Los Gables.  The panel is currently painted white.  An 
elaborate V-shaped lighted blade sign advertising the hotel was removed in the 1960s [Figures 4, 5 & 6].  
At the main level the base is covered in stone facing similar to the buildings.  The stoop and steps are 
concrete.  There are a pair of doors at the entrance.  The south door is a multi-light half-glass replacement 
(circa 2012).  The north door is one of the original multi-pane wood doors.  The north three windows are 
original eight-light casement windows.  The south three windows are one-over-one replacement windows.  
On the east (rear) elevation of the annex, the concrete foundation is visible.  There is one central door with 
transom (both replacements).  The north two windows are single pane replacement wood windows.  The 
south two windows are one-over-one replacements. 
 
The north, south, and east elevations are relatively plain compared to the façades.  The majority of the 
windows are one-over-one, but while the south building windows are all replacements, many of the north 
building windows are original.  There are a few original six-over-one windows on the north building.  The 
window sills are brick.  The walls are all red brick masonry with a water table course of soldier brick and a 
rowlock course just above the foundation.  There are wrought-iron fire escapes on the north and south 
elevations.  Both buildings have rear entrances with concrete stoops and stairs.  The south building has a 
newer storefront door with sidelights.  The north building has a pair of half-glass wood doors and a security 
grilled similar to the façade (circa 1970s). 
 
 
Interior 
 
On the interior, each building has four levels of 6,698 square feet each.  The annex contains an additional 
1,758 square feet of space.  The annex was original an open lobby area, but a dividing wall was installed 
when the property was separated for two different owners.  The spaces are partitioned into offices in the 
south building, and two new apartment units in the north building. 
 
 
The south building was rehabilitated in 2012 with new finishes and fixtures.  The north building front entry 
features tile and wrought-iron rails.  The north building corridors are carpeted, but the walls retain the 
original lincrusta-style wainscoting.  In both buildings, each unit originally had a half-height corridor door 
where milk and other deliveries could be placed.  These openings have been blocked for many years, but 
the casings remain.  Each floor has seven one-bedroom and three studio units for a total of 40 units.  All of 
the historic Murphy beds were removed decades ago and only a few of the built-in bookcases remain.  In 
addition to the front staircases, there are stairs in the rear.  There are side stairs that provide an interior 
access to the annex. 
 
 
Setting/Site 
 
The Los Gables Apartments is located at the west end of two rectangular parcels.  The north parcel (125 S. 
300 East) is 0.44 acres and the south parcel (135 S. 300 East) is 0.48 acres.  The parking lot is accessible 
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from an asphalt driveway on the north side of the north building.  The rear parking area is covered in asphalt.  
The courtyard between the two buildings (east of the annex) is lawn with a central sidewalk.  The south 
side of the south building is also lawn up to a concrete retaining wall that separates it from the adjoining 
apartment building.  There is a wide parking strip with lawn between the street and the sidewalk in front of 
the buildings.  The parking strip has a number of mature trees.  The neighborhood includes a mix of historic 
and non-historic apartment blocks and commercial buildings.  The former Salt Lake City Public Safety 
building (now vacant) and its large parking lot is just south of the historic Palace (now Jude) Apartments, 
which is south of Los Gables Apartments.  A new apartment building is under construction in the parking 
lot.  The historic Piccardy Apartments, Annie Laurie and Lorna Doone Apartments are to the north.  There 
are newer apartment buildings across the street to the west and east of the rear parking lot. 
 
 
Summary 
 
The Los Gables Apartments is a unique example of two separate 1929 apartment buildings that were 
connected in 1946.  They are among the most elaborate examples of the Jacobethan Revival and English 
Tudor Revival styles in Salt Lake City.  The properties are eligible for the National Register of Historic 
Places within the Historic Resources of Salt Lake City Multiple Property Submission documentation.  The 
exterior has good integrity in the qualities of setting, location, design, workmanship, association and feeling.  
The newer windows have somewhat compromised the south building in terms of materials, but the façade 
ornamentation is substantial and strengthens the overall integrity of the property. 
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_________________________________________________________________ 
8. Statement of Significance 

 
 Applicable National Register Criteria  
 (Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property for National Register listing.) 

 
A. Property is associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the 

broad patterns of our history. 
  

B. Property is associated with the lives of persons significant in our past.  
 

C. Property embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of 
construction or represents the work of a master, or possesses high artistic values, 
or represents a significant and distinguishable entity whose components lack 
individual distinction.  
 

D. Property has yielded, or is likely to yield, information important in prehistory or 
history.  

 
 
 

 
 
 Criteria Considerations  
 (Mark “x” in all the boxes that apply.) 

 
A. Owned by a religious institution or used for religious purposes 

  
B. Removed from its original location   

 
C. A birthplace or grave  

 
D. A cemetery 

 
E. A reconstructed building, object, or structure 

 
F. A commemorative property 

 
G. Less than 50 years old or achieving significance within the past 50 years  

 
 
 
 

X 
 
  

X 
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Areas of Significance 
(Enter categories from instructions.)  
 

   ARCHITECTURE                                                    
   COMMUNITY PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT       
                                                                                    

 
 
 

Period of Significance 
 

   1929-1946                              
                                                  

 
 

 Significant Dates  
 
    1929                                      
    1946                                      
                                                  

 
 
 

Significant Person 
(Complete only if Criterion B is marked above.) 

 
    N/A                                        
                                                  
  
 

 
 Cultural Affiliation  
 
    N/A                                        
                                                  

 
 

 Architect/Builder 
 
   Bowers Building Company, builder              
   Dan Weggeland, architect                            
  

 
 

Statement of Significance Summary Paragraph   (Provide a summary paragraph that includes level of 
significance, applicable criteria, justification for the period of significance, and any applicable criteria considerations.) 
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The Los Gables Apartments is a two-building complex built in 1929 and connected with an annex in 1946.  
Under Criterion A, the Los Gables Apartments is locally significant in the area of Community Planning and 
Development for its association with a period of unprecedented expansion and rapid urbanization in Salt 
Lake City.  The two buildings of the Los Gables Apartments were among the 180 apartment blocks 
constructed in the city in the first three decades of the twentieth century.  The Los Gables is unique among 
these buildings as the only example of separate buildings connected and repurposed into a hotel.  Between 
1946 and the early 1960s, the complex was advertised as the Hotel Los Gables, a temporary or permanent 
residence with daily maid and maintenance service.  While it was common for early hotels to be converted 
to apartments, this appears to be the only example of apartment buildings modified to operate as a hotel in 
the same period.  The twin buildings are also significant under Criterion C in the area of Architecture as 
elaborate urban apartment examples of the Jacobethan Revival and English Tudor period revival styles.  
The two building sections represent the double-loaded corridor apartment blocks that were developed for 
Salt Lake City’s deep and narrow building lots in the 1920s.  The period of significance for the property 
spans the two main building phases, the original construction in 1929 and the hotel transformation in 1946.  
The Los Gables Apartments meets the registration requirements of the Multiple Property Documentation 
for the Historic Resources of Salt Lake City, within the Urban Expansion into the Early Twentieth Century, 
1890s-1930s context, also known as the Salt Lake City Urban Apartments MPS.  
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
Narrative Statement of Significance   (Provide at least one paragraph for each area of significance.)   
 
Criterion A Significance 
 
In the historic development of the urban landscape of Salt Lake City, the Los Gables Apartments, built in 
1929, plays a unique role.  The history of the two buildings was nearly indistinguishable from the nearly 
sixty 3½-story deep and narrow apartment blocks built in the city in the 1920s and 1930s.  The conversion 
of the buildings into the Hotel Los Gables in 1946 stands out.  Although the hotel operated with long-term 
accommodations and the residents were similar demographically from the neighboring apartment dwellers, 
the hotel experiment is associated with the history of Salt Lake City’s urban development in a way that 
differs from similar properties in the late 1940s and early 1950s.   
 
On July 24, 1847, a small contingent of members of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints (LDS 
or Mormon Church) entered the Salt Lake Valley under the direction of Brigham Young.  On August 2, 
1847, a little more than a week later, the first city survey, known as Plat A, consisting of 135 blocks, was 
completed.  The land was divided into ten-acre blocks, each containing eight lots of one and one-quarter 
acres. 
 
Within two years, the population of Salt Lake City had grown to 6,000.  In 1848, the sixty-three blocks of 
Plat B were surveyed and given identical restrictions.  The Los Gables Apartments is located on Block 50 
of Plat B.  By the turn of the century, Salt Lake City had grown from an agrarian village to a bustling urban 
metropolis.  The coming of the railroads brought an increase in every type of manufacturing and commerce, 
as well as an enormous influx of immigrant laborers and their families.  The population of Salt Lake City 
increased from 20,000 in the 1880s to over 92,000 by 1910.  The original lots of each ten-acre block had 
been divided and subdivided and most of the Plat B lands had inner block streets.  By the turn of the century 
the city core had developed into an urban commercial district with high-rise office buildings and multiple 
streetcar lines. 
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During the first half of the twentieth century, the rapid increase in the city’s population created a demand 
for housing that was met by two diametrically opposed types of housing: central city apartments and 
subdivision homes.2  The city instigated massive urban improvement projects such as water mains, sewage 
facilities, electrical lines and telephone service, both in the central city and in the emerging suburbs.  Rising 
land values and urban congestion made the apartment house a feasible investment for developers.  This was 
noted in a Salt Lake Tribune article that appeared in 1902, just as the first major apartments were being 
constructed: “It is generally recognized by farseeing investors that the period of cottages in Salt Lake has 
reached its highest point and the period of flat buildings, marking another stage in the evolution from town 
to city, has just begun.”3  Over 180 apartment buildings, all built by private investors, were constructed in 
Salt Lake City during the first three decades of the twentieth century. 
 
The emergence of apartment building also presented a practical housing alternative for those residents who 
could not (or would not) take advantage the increasingly attractive and convenient suburbs.  Though a few 
early urban apartments were luxury units, the vast majority consisted of apartments for the middle class.  
The gradual transformation of some of these buildings into housing for the inner-city poor did not take 
place until the last quarter of the twentieth century.  In fact, the economic status of the early apartment 
dwellers was virtually the same as that of suburban homeowners of the same period, middle and upper-
middle class.  The major difference between the two groups was transitory nature of apartment dwellers.  
Tenants were often in transitional phases of their lives.  Common occupants include newly married or 
childless couples, widows and widowers, retirees, and working single adults.  The early tenants of the Los 
Gables Apartments were representative of these demographic trends. 
 
By the 1940s, the demographics of the early tenants had not changed.  They residents were mostly couples, 
born in Utah, employed in an equal mix of blue and white-collar jobs.  The two buildings were fully 
occupied, and the property owner was living in a unit at 135 S. 300 East, suggesting that property was still 
considered a prestigious address.  There are two possible reasons for the transformation of the apartments 
into a hotel.  The first is that fact that only one large-scale hotel had been built in Salt Lake City between 
1915 and 1945.4 
 
Most overnight accommodations built in the period were one-story motor courts or motels.  Of the 
approximately 40 hotels listed in the city directories all were either older downtown buildings or smaller 
motels located on the main transportation corridors in and out of the city.  At the same time, there were 
over 200 apartment houses listed in the city directories in the mid-1940s.  The second reason is that 
improvements in streets for an automobile-based city had occurred before World War II.  Suburban flight 
out of Salt Lake City began immediately after the end of the war with a number of large-scale subdivisions 
built just outside of the city limits.    
 
Jedd L. & May E. Jensen who purchased the two buildings on agreement in 1943 made the transition and 
had the lobby annex built in 1946.  The Hotel Los Gables advertised its “Deluxe Suites” with kitchens and 
maid service.  In 1948, the Hotel advertised “Temporary or Permanent 2 or 3 room apartments” with “linens 
and kitchen services.”  Unfortunately, the Hotel Los Gables was located too far from the commercial 
business district to be truly successful.  By the 1950s, the complex had been sold twice and was back to 
                         
2 Roger Roper, Salt Lake Urban Apartments MPS, 1989. 
3 Salt Lake Tribune, July 27, 1902: 32.  Quoted in MPS. 
4 While several hotels were built between 1890 and 1915, the Temple Square Hotel, built in 1931, was the only 
downtown hotel built during a period of 30 years. 
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advertising the “unfurnished” Los Gables Apartments, although the signage did not change for several 
years.5 
 
The historical significance of the Los Gables Apartments is in its transition to a hotel and back again to an 
apartment complex.  The twin apartments were among the 180 apartment buildings constructed in the Salt 
Lake City in the first three decades of the twentieth century.  As noted in the MPS form: "Apartments were 
clearly an urban house form, and their emergence in Salt Lake City is evidence of the truly urban character 
the city took on during the early twentieth century."  The property contributes to the history of its Salt Lake 
City neighborhood.  It is just one block south of the South Temple Historic District (NRIS #82004147) and 
two blocks west of the Central City Historic District (NRIS #96000940), which was later included in a 
boundary increase that became the Salt Lake City Eastside Historic District in 2002 (NRIS #02001739).   
 
 
Criterion C Significance 
 

The twin buildings of the Los Gables Apartments are architectural significant as unusually ornate examples 
of the Jacobethan Revival and English Tudor period revival styles.  Of the approximately 70 extant double-
loaded corridor apartment blocks built in Salt Lake City in the 1920s and early 1930s, a dozen can be 
classified as having English Tudor period revival elements.  The English Tudor Revival style became 
popular in Utah at the end of World War I when many returning soldiers were influenced by European 
domestic architecture.  The style remained popular until the depression years of the mid-1930s.  While more 
commonly seen in single-family residences, a number of apartment blocks featured steeply-pitched gables, 
half-timbering, and diamond pane casement windows similar to the architecture of the Los Gables 
Apartments.  Some of the English Tudor examples also have terra cotta accent elements as well. 
 
There are only six true examples of Jacobethan Revival style in apartment blocks in Salt Lake City, 
including the Los Gables buildings.6  The Jacobethan Revival style was popular in Utah during the same 
period but was more commonly used in the institutional architecture of schools and churches.  The Los 
Gables prominently feature the following characteristics of the style: steeply-pitched gables, crenellated 
parapets, and gothic arches.  The terra cotta elements include door surrounds, decorative medallions, 
parapets, stringcourses and sills [Figures 1, 3, 5 & 6]. 
 
The building permit for the Los Gables Apartments was issued on April 20, 1929 for two “3-story & 
basement” buildings of 40 units to be built at an estimated cost of $115,000 each.  There was no architect 
listed.  The Bowers Building and Investment Company was both the owner and builder.  The twin Los 
Gables Apartments were part of five building complex constructed by the Bowers Company.  The twin 
Annie Laurie and Lorna Doone Apartments were completed in 1928 and faced north at 320 and 326 E. 100 
South.  The Piccardy Apartments was built north of the Los Gables in 1931.  All three buildings use terra 
cotta and are in the Jacobethan Revival style.  The Los Gables buildings are more ornate examples of the 
style with the added English Tudor elements. 
 

                         
5 Advertisements in the Salt Lake Tribune, 1946-1957. 
6 The two other examples are the Bigelow Apartments, and the Piccardy, Annie Laurie, Lorna Doone (built north and 
east of the Los Gables by the same builder).  The Bigelow and the Piccardy are individually listed on the National 
Register of Historic Places.  Many of the English Tudor examples are also listed on the National Register, either 
individually or as contributing buildings in one of Salt Lake City’s historic districts. 
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George Collins Bowers (1883-1934) and Frank Bradley Bowers (1892-1973) were prominent builders of 
the period.  Eugene “Gene” Bowers, son of Frank Bowers, said that during the time his father and uncle 
were building apartments they employed Dan Weggeland as a draftsman and it is likely Weggeland drew 
up the plans for the company’s apartment projects.7  Danquart “Dan” Andrew Weggeland (1905-1985) was 
a student at the time the building was constructed, which is perhaps why the building permit did not give 
an architect’s name.  City directories confirm that Weggeland was working as a draftsman during the 
Bowers’ 300 East and 100 South apartment building project timeline.  Dan Weggeland later became an 
architect and was noted for both residential and commercial work.8 
 
 
Additional Historic Context: History of the Los Gables Apartments 
 
The Bowers Company project was built on Lots 4 and 5 of Block 50, Plat B.  The Los Gables Apartments 
were built on Lot 4, which was occupied by a single adobe and frame house with one frame outbuilding 
according to the early Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps of Salt Lake City.  Elisha Averett was the original 
owner of Lot 4 in the 1850s.  There were several owners of the property including Orrin Porter Rockwell, 
who lived there in the mid-1860s.  It is not known who built the adobe house. 
 
The property was acquired by George A. and Anna M. Lowe in 1882.  George A. Lowe operated a large 
agricultural implement store, which had branches throughout northern Utah.  The Lowes also owned Lot 5 
where they built a large frame house.  The adobe house appears to be used as a boarding house during the 
first decades of the twentieth century.  George died in 1903.  After Anna’s death in 1924, her estate sold 
Lots 4 and 5 to the Bowers Investment Company in 1928.  An article in the Salt Lake Tribune described 
the early construction of the Los Gables Apartments while the Annie Laurie and Lorna Doone were nearing 
completion: 
 

Foundations were started during the week on two more buildings in what will be one of the 
largest apartment house projects stated in Salt Lake in a number of years. . . Two 
apartments facing north on First South have been practically completed at a total cost of 
$250,000, and two more of the same style and cost are begin built on Third East street 
facing west.9  

 
The Los Gables buildings were ready to be occupied by October 1929 as described in the Salt Lake 
Tribune: 
 

Announcing the opening of the beautiful new Los Gables Apts., consisting of 2 and 3 
rooms, ultra modern, spacious living room, disappearing bed, dressing room, beautiful light 
fixtures.  Located 135-139 So. 3rd East.10  

 

                         
7 Interview with Eugene Bowers.  In addition to the five-building project in Block 50, the Bowers built several apartment 
blocks in downtown Salt Lake in the 1920s and 1930s: 358 E. 100 South, 435 E. 100 South, 155 S. 400 East, and 335 
S. 200 East.  
8 Eugene Bowers called Dan Weggeland an artist, a fact which is also noted in his obituary.  Dan’s grandfather of the 
same name, Danquart Weggeland (1827-1918) was a prominent artist in Utah in the 19th century 
9 Salt Lake Tribune, May 5, 1929: D-11. 
10 Salt Lake Tribune, October 29, 1929: 27.  The address numbers were changed to 125 and 135 in 1931. 
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One of the amenities of the Los Gables and surrounding apartments was the covered parking on the east 
half of Lot 4.  On an adjoining parcel was a two-story garage that could hold 250 to 300 automobiles.  
Between the 1930s and 1950s, there was a gas pump located behind the Los Gables Apartments [Figure 2]. 
 
At the time of the 1930 census enumeration, the south building appears to have been fully occupied while 
the north building was about one-third occupied.  The demographics of the residents was fairly 
homogeneous.  The majority were Utah-born with some families from other parts of the United States.  
There were only four immigrants from one each from Canada, England, France and Poland.  Most 
apartments had three residents: a mother, father and one child.  All but two of the heads of household were 
white-collar workers.  Mothers with young children had no occupation, while most women with older or 
no children were employed.  Ten years later, on the 1940 census enumeration, the demographics had not 
changed significantly.  The apartments were mostly occupied by Utah-born couples with one children, but 
the average age was older by about five years.  There were more immigrants, female workers, and blue-
collar workers.  Rent was between $35 and $50 a month. 
 
The Bowers Investment Company sold the buildings on contract in 1931 to two brothers, Adolph M. Miller 
and William P. Miller.  William P. Miller, and his wife, Irma Miller, lived in one of the units in the south 
building.  The deed was officially transferred to the Millers in 1939. 
 
On November 1, 1943, The Miller family made an agreement with Jedd L. and May E. Jensen to purchase 
the property.  The Jensens received the final deed in 1948.  During this period, they “revised the operations 
on a hotel apartment basis” according to a Salt Lake Tribune article published in 1949.  The article also 
states that the Jensens traded the Los Gables Apartments property for the Maryland Hotel in downtown San 
Diego.11  The new owners of the Los Gables were James D. and Catharine Hadreas, and Virginia G. Chamis.  
They made some improvements to the property in 1952 according to a lien filed with the county. 
 
In May 1956, the owners sold the buildings to separate owners.  Although the twin buildings had always 
been on separate legal parcels, this was the first time that they were under different ownership.  The south 
building was sold to J. Roy and Jennie D. Free in 1956 [Figure 7].  The Free family held onto the property 
until 1981.  Between 1981 and 2006, the south property changed hands five times.  It was acquired by the 
current owners, Lorna Doone Associates, LLC. In 2006 and was rehabilitated in 2012. 
 
The north building was sold to E.B. and Bertha Sessions, and Harry S. and Helen E. Baben in 1956.  The 
north property changed hands four times before being acquired by Bernard P. and Nada R. Brockbank in 
1964.  It was transferred to Bruce R. and Jeanne D. Brockbank.  The south building was renamed the 
Caladonian Apartments in the 1960s.  The Brockbank family were prolific property and subdivision 
developers throughout Salt Lake County in the post-World War II period.  The Brockbanks held a partial 
interest in the property until 2003.  The two properties changed hands several times before they were 
acquired by the current owners, the UNPHC in 2005 (south building, part of Lorna Doone Associates, LLC) 
and CIMC Caladonian, LLC in 2018 (north building). 
 
 
 
 
 
                         
11 Salt Lake Tribune, August 6, 1949: 14. 
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___________________________________________________________________________ 
  
Previous documentation on file (NPS):  
        preliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67) has been requested 
        previously listed in the National Register 
        previously determined eligible by the National Register 
        designated a National Historic Landmark  
        recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey   #                      
        recorded by Historic American Engineering Record #                    
        recorded by Historic American Landscape Survey #                       
 
Primary location of additional data:  
  X    State Historic Preservation Office 
        Other State agency 
        Federal agency 
        Local government 
        University 
        Other 
         Name of repository:                                       
 
Historic Resources Survey Number (if assigned):                       
 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
10. Geographical Data 

 
Acreage of Property     0.44 and 0.48 acres     
 
Use either the UTM system or latitude/longitude coordinates 
 
Latitude/Longitude Coordinates 
Datum if other than WGS84:                    (enter coordinates to 6 decimal places) 
 
Latitude:   40.766000° Longitude:    -111.882000°    (Central Location) 
 
Or  
UTM References  
Datum (indicated on USGS map):  
 

           NAD 1927     or        NAD 1983 
 

Zone:    12 Easting:  425541 Northing:    4513191  
 

 X 
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Verbal Boundary Description (Describe the boundaries of the property.) 
 

Legal Description of North Parcel (125 S. 300 East): 
 
COM 155 FT N FR SW COR LOT 4 BLK 50 PLAT B SLC SUR S 72.5 FT E 247.5 FT N 82.5 FT W 82.5 
FT S 10 FT W 165 FT TO BEG TOGETHER WITH E 6 FT OF VACATED STREET ABUTTING ON 
W.  0.44 ACRES 
 
Legal Description of South Parcel (135 S. 300 East): 
 
BEG AT SW COR LOT 4 BLK 50 PLAT B SLC SUR N 82.5 FT E 247.5 FT S 82.5 FT W 247.5 FT TO 
BEG TOGETHER WITH E 6 FT OF VACATED STREET ABUTTING ON W.  0.48 ACRES 
 

Boundary Justification (Explain why the boundaries were selected.) 
 

The boundaries have been historically and are currently associated with the two now connected buildings 
(tax serial numbers 16-06-130-003 and 16-06-130-004).  
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

11.  
Form Prepared By: 
 

name/title:        Korral Broschinsky                                                                                           
organization:    prepared for CIMC Caladonian, LLC                                                                
e-mail:   kbro@kbropreservation.com                      telephone:    801-913-5645                       
date:       January 21. 2021                             
 
 
Property Owner information: (Complete this item at the request of the SHPO or FPO.) 
 

name:               CIMC Caladonian, LLC   (owner of 125 S. 300 East)                                     
e-mail:              David Phipps     dphipps@mcremgt.com                                                       
address:            461 E. 200 South, #102                                                                                  
city or town:     Salt Lake City                     state:   Utah           zip code:    84111                   
 
name:               UNPHC as Lorna Doone Associates, LLC  (owner of 135 S. 300 East)         
e-mail:              Marion Willey     marionw@unphc.org                                                            
address:            223 W. 700 South, #C                                                                                     
city or town:     Salt Lake City                       state:   Utah           zip code:    84101                 
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Paperwork Reduction Act Statement:  This information is being collected for applications to the National Register of Historic 
Places to nominate properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings.  Response 
to this request is required to obtain a benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C.460 
et seq.). 
 
Estimated Burden Statement:  Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 100 hours per response including time 
for reviewing instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form.  Direct comments regarding this 
burden estimate or any aspect of this form to the Office of Planning and Performance Management. U.S. Dept. of the Interior, 1849 
C. Street, NW, Washington, DC. 

  



 
 
 
United States Department of the Interior  
National Park Service / National Register of Historic Places Registration Form  
NPS Form 10-900     OMB No. 1024-0018      
 
Los Gables Apartments   Salt Lake County, Utah 
Name of Property                   County and State 

Sections 9-11  page 20 
 

___________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Additional Documentation 
 
Submit the following items with the completed form: 

 
• Maps:   A USGS map or equivalent (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's 

location. 
    

• Sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous 
resources.  Key all photographs to this map. 

 
• Additional items:  (Check with the SHPO, TPO, or FPO for any additional items.) 
 
 
 
Photographs 
Submit clear and descriptive photographs.  The size of each image must be 1600x1200 pixels (minimum), 
3000x2000 preferred, at 300 ppi (pixels per inch) or larger.  Key all photographs to the sketch map. Each 
photograph must be numbered and that number must correspond to the photograph number on the photo log.  For 
simplicity, the name of the photographer, photo date, etc. may be listed once on the photograph log and doesn’t 
need to be labeled on every photograph. 
 
 
  
Photo Log 
 
Name of Property:  Los Gables Apartments 
 
City or Vicinity:  Salt Lake City 
 
County:   Salt Lake  State:    Utah 
 
Photographer:  Korral Broschinsky et al 
 
Date Photographed: September 2019, May-June 2020 
 
Description of Photograph(s) and number, include description of view indicating direction of 
camera: 
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Photograph 1 
West elevation of 125 S. 300 East.  Camera facing east. 

Photograph 2 
West and north elevations of 125 S. 300 East.  Camera facing southeast. 
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Photograph 3 

West elevation of 135 S. 300 East.  Camera facing east. 
 
 

 
Photograph 4 

Southwest corner of 135 S. 300 East, garden level.  Camera facing northeast. 
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Photograph 5 

West elevation, entrance detail of 135 S. 300 East.  Camera facing east. 
 
 

 
Photograph 6 

West elevation, entrance detail of 125 S. 300 East.  Camera facing east. 
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Photograph 7 

West elevation, upper level façade detail of 125 S. 300 East.  Camera facing east. 
 

 
Photograph 8 

Northwest corner of 125 S. 300 East, upper level detail.  Camera facing southeast. 
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Photograph 9 

West elevation, upper level façade detail of 135 S. 300 East.  Camera facing east. 
 
 

 
Photograph 10 

Northwest corner of 135 S. 300 East and view of annex roof.  Camera facing southwest. 
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Photograph 11 

West elevation of annex between 125 and 135 S. 300 East.  Camera facing southwest. 
 
 

 
Photograph 12 

East elevation of annex with view of courtyard elevations.  Camera facing west. 
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Photograph 13 

East elevation of 125 S. 300 East.  Camera facing west. 
 
 

 
Photograph 14 

East and north elevations of 135 S. 300 East.  Camera facing west. 
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Photograph 15 

Interior, front staircase, main entry details (125 S. 300 East).  Camera facing west. 
 
 

 
Photograph 16 

Interior, second floor unit and corridor doors (125 S. 300 East).  Camera facing east. 
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Photograph 17 

Interior, second level corridor (125 S. 300 East).  Camera facing west. 
 
 

 
Photograph 18 

Interior, first level, Unit #102, living room.  Camera facing southeast. 
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Photograph 19 

Interior, fourth level, Unit #401, living room, window and niche details. 
Camera facing northwest. 

 

 
Photograph 20 

Interior, third level, Unit #307, kitchen.  Camera facing east. 
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FIGURE 1 

Los Gables Apartments, circa 1936 
West elevations.  Camera facing east. 

Photograph courtesy Salt Lake County Archives, Tax Assessor’s Photograph. 
 

 
FIGURE 2 

Los Gables Apartments, circa 1936 
Fueling station in rear of property.  The north building is visible at the far left of the photograph. 

Camera facing northwest. 
Photograph courtesy Salt Lake County Archives, Tax Assessor’s Photograph.  
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FIGURE 3 

Hotel Los Gables, circa 1951 
West elevations.  Camera facing northeast. 

Photograph courtesy Salt Lake County Archives, Tax Assessor’s Photograph. 
 

 
FIGURE 4 

Hotel Los Gables, circa 1956 
West elevations.  Camera facing southeast. 

Photograph courtesy Utah State Historical Society.  
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FIGURE 5 

Hotel Los Gables, circa 1960 
West elevations.  Camera facing southeast. 

Photograph courtesy Utah State Historical Society.  
 

 
FIGURE 6 

Hotel Los Gables, circa 1978 
West elevations.  Camera facing northeast. 

Photograph courtesy Utah State Historical Society. 
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