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In my opinion, the property        meets        does not meet the National Register criteria.   
     

Signature of commenting official:    Date 
 

Title :                                     State or Federal agency/bureau 
                                                                                         or Tribal Government  

 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

4. National Park Service Certification  
 I hereby certify that this property is:  
       entered in the National Register  
       determined eligible for the National Register  
       determined not eligible for the National Register  
       removed from the National Register  
       other (explain:)  _____________________                                                                                    
 
                    

______________________________________________________________________   
Signature of the Keeper   Date of Action 
____________________________________________________________________________ 

5. Classification 
 Ownership of Property 

 (Check as many boxes as apply.) 
Private:  

 
 Public – Local 

 
 Public – State  

 
 Public – Federal  

 
 
 

 
  
 X
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 Category of Property 

 (Check only one box.) 
 

 Building(s) 
 

 District  
 

 Site 
 

 Structure  
 

 Object  
 
 
 Number of Resources within Property 
 (Do not include previously listed resources in the count)              

Contributing   Noncontributing 
_____1________   _____________  buildings 

 
_____________   _____________  sites 
 
_____________   _____________  structures  
 
_____________   _____________  objects 
 
______1_______   ______________  Total 

 
 
 Number of contributing resources previously listed in the National Register _________ 
____________________________________________________________________________ 

6. Function or Use  
Historic Functions 

(Enter categories from instructions.) 
 _EDUCATION/ school__ 
 ___________________ 
 ___________________ 
 ___________________ 
 ___________________ 
  

Current Functions 
(Enter categories from instructions.) 

 _GOVERNMENT/ city hall_ 
 ___________________ 
 ___________________ 
 ___________________ 
  

X
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_____________________________________________________________________________ 
7. Description  

 
 Architectural Classification  
 (Enter categories from instructions.) 
 _LATE 19TH AND 20TH CENTURY REVIVALS: Colonial Revival__ 
 ___________________ 
 ___________________ 
 ___________________ 
 ___________________ 
 ___________________ 
 ___________________ 

 
 
Materials: (enter categories from instructions.) 
Principal exterior materials of the property: __BRICK__________________ 

Foundation: CONCRETE 
Walls: BRICK 
Roof: ASPHALT 
 
 

Narrative Description 
(Describe the historic and current physical appearance and condition of the property.  Describe 
contributing and noncontributing resources if applicable. Begin with a summary paragraph that 
briefly describes the general characteristics of the property, such as its location, type, style, 
method of construction, setting, size, and significant features. Indicate whether the property has 
historic integrity.)   
______________________________________________________________________________ 
Summary Paragraph 
 
The Stockton School, constructed in 1929, faces west on a .22 acre lot located at 18 N. Johnson Street in 
Stockton, Tooele County, Utah. Stockton is a rural area located about 40 miles southwest of Salt Lake 
City. The all-brick building is set back on the lot with concrete stairs leading from N. Johnson Street to 
the front (west) of the building. Behind the building (east) is a paved parking lot and there are no other 
structures on the property. This building is a classically inspired 1½ story, Colonial Revival style school 
with a hipped roof, and projecting central bays on the main and rear elevation.  The building is of 
masonry construction with a rusticated brick veneer over a poured concrete foundation. The tall hipped 
roof is covered with asphalt shingles. While there have been some alterations to the school, they have had 
a minimal impact on the historic character defining features. 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
Narrative Description  

 
Exterior 

 
The Stockton School, built in 1929, is located on the northeast corner of North Johnson Street and East 
Silver Avenue in Stockton, Tooele County, Utah. The 1½ story foursquare building faces west over a 
raised concrete basement.  The eclectic Colonial Revival influence found in the Stockton School’s design 
is typical of early twentieth century school construction in Utah. This style emphasizes symmetry, the use 
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of hipped roofs and large banks of multi-paned windows that rest on continuous sills.  The building is 
clad with American or common bond rusticated brick over wood frame. Brick quoins are applied at the 
major corners of the building and on the corners of the west central bay.  The building has a medium-
pitched hipped roof with the ridgeline extending north to south with two additional hipped roofs over the 
central projecting cross bays on the west and east elevations. The roof is covered with asphalt shingles. It 
overhangs the building approximately two feet on all elevations and features exposed rafters.  
 
The main (west) elevation is symmetrical with two horizontal bands of windows. The upper band is a 
continuous set of large window openings separated only by the central projecting entrance bay.  These 
windows were boarded over with plywood at an unknown date (but most likely when it was converted to 
the town hall in the mid-1980s) except for a single sash in the middle. The original multi-paned steel 
window sash and most of the glazing are intact behind the plywood boards and are visible from the 
interior. The windows on the lower raised basement level are significantly smaller and have been evenly 
subdivided in pairs across the façade. The left-and right-most windows at this level have also been 
covered with plywood, while the inner two windows are still visible. All have the original steel sash. The 
central bay connects a Roman-arched main entrance with the hipped roof. Two 6/3 windows are located 
in the north and side walls of the projecting bay. The arch is a combination of soldier and sailor bricks 
concrete block inscribed “Stockton School” is centrally located over the arched entrance. The window in 
the archway appears to be the original metal sash. However, the door and sidelights are more-recent 
aluminum and glass replacements.  
 
The north elevation has no openings in the brick façade. The south elevation has a steel sash, multi-pane 
window located near the southeast corner at the basement level and an enclosed staircase access to the 
basement, constructed of CMU block with a shed roof. The shed enclosure is more recent, non-historic 
addition. 
 
The rear (east) elevation has the same upper horizontal band of boarded-over window openings as the 
front elevation. The original multi-pane steel sash windows are also intact behind the plywood and are 
visible from the interior rooms. The central projecting bay has a 6/3 sash window centrally located and a 
bricked-over coal chute at basement level. The building has an interior chimney that is located slightly 
off-center of the central bay. The chimney projects approximately eight feet above the roof and has a 
concrete chimney cap and decorative concrete and brick corbelling at the top. The rear projecting bay has 
an entrance located in the south side. The door itself is a more-recent aluminum and glass replacement. A 
non-historic concrete ramp is located laterally across the southeast side of the elevation that leads to the 
entrance.  

 
Interior 

 
On the interior, the main floor has a central hallway with four large rectangular classrooms-one at each 
corner of the building. A wide hallway bisects the building from front to rear. The hallway features 
shallow built-in alcoves that were probably originally used for coat racks. The main entrance in the front 
projecting bay is a half-story below the main floor and a wide stairway ascends to this floor. Flanking 
narrower stairways descend to the basement level. Small windows on the north and south sides of the 
projecting bay illuminate the stairway area. The east end of the hall way at the rear of the school has had a 
restroom constructed at an unknown time (though not during the historic era). This is located adjacent to 
the rear exit. 
 
The original interior walls are constructed with wood lathe and plaster. Original classrooms components 
include blackboards, chalk tray, bulletin boards, and closets.  All rooms have tall ceilings and have been 
painted uniformly with a tan color (including painting over the glass panes of the boarded-over windows). 
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The basement has been altered and subdivided over the years and has a number of smaller rooms. 
Currently the space is used for storage, Stockton’s Police Department, and the town library. 

 
Setting 

  
The school is located toward the front of an open corner lot with a lawn/dirt surrounding it on the south, 
west and east sides A short concrete retaining wall faces the west side of the lot along the front sidewalk. 
Plants include three large juniper trees growing next to the building on the right half of the west façade, a 
large spruce tree at the northwest corner a small deciduous tree on the south end and two other deciduous 
trees—one at the northeast and one at the southeast corner.  There is also a large concrete flag pole base 
with the 2002 Winter Olympics logo embossed in it. Behind (to the east of) the school is a large black-
topped parking area and a larger concrete pad that was used as a basketball court. To the east of this is a 
small lawn-covered field ascends up a slight rise to the street behind the school. The north, east and most 
of the south borders or the property are enclosed by chain-link fencing. Other than a small temporary 
metal shed, there are no permanent outbuildings on the property. 
 
While there have been some alterations to the Stockton School over time—primarily the covering of the 
large main windows and rearranging of spaces in the basement--overall the main building structure is still 
intact and retains the majority of its character defining features. It retains sufficient historical integrity to 
be considered a contributing historic resource in the town of Stockton. 
 
________________________________________________________________ 

8. Statement of Significance 
 

 Applicable National Register Criteria  
 (Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property for National Register  
 listing.) 

 
A. Property is associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the 

broad patterns of our history. 
  

B. Property is associated with the lives of persons significant in our past.  
 

C. Property embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of 
construction or represents the work of a master, or possesses high artistic values, 
or represents a significant and distinguishable entity whose components lack 
individual distinction.  
 

D. Property has yielded, or is likely to yield, information important in prehistory or 
history.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  
 

 
  
 

X
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 Criteria Considerations  
 (Mark “x” in all the boxes that apply.) 

 
A. Owned by a religious institution or used for religious purposes 

  
B. Removed from its original location   

 
C. A birthplace or grave  

 
D. A cemetery 

 
E. A reconstructed building, object, or structure 

 
F. A commemorative property 

 
G. Less than 50 years old or achieving significance within the past 50 years  

 
 
 
 

 
Areas of Significance 
(Enter categories from instructions.)  
_EDUCATION_______  
___________________  
___________________  
___________________  
___________________  
___________________  
___________________ 

 
 

Period of Significance 
_1929-1968__________ 
___________________ 
___________________ 

 
 Significant Dates  
 _1929______________  
 ___________________ 
 ___________________ 

 
Significant Person 
(Complete only if Criterion B is marked above.) 
___________________  
___________________  
___________________ 
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 Cultural Affiliation  
 ___________________  
 ___________________  
 ___________________ 

 
 Architect/Builder 
 _Scott & Welch, Architects______ 
 _Charles A. Kampe, Builder_____  
 ___________________ 

 
 

Statement of Significance Summary Paragraph (Provide a summary paragraph that includes 
level of significance, applicable criteria, justification for the period of significance, and any 
applicable criteria considerations.)  
 
Stockton School, constructed in 1929 in Stockton, Tooele County, is significant under Criterion A in the 
area of Education. The building is locally significant because of its historic association with the ongoing 
development of education and improvement in educational facilities in Stockton during the early 
twentieth century. Stockton was, and still is an isolated town that served the education needs of a few 
small mining communities located in the nearby mountains to the east.  This particular building replaced 
the previous smaller brick school building that was outgrown as population increased in the region. 
Stockton School’s historical development is represented in the growth, decline, and vacancy followed by 
an adaptive reuse of the building in the 1980s. The school was designed by Scott & Welch Architects, 
which was a prominent regional architecture firm during the early twentieth century. Scott & Welch 
designed several schools in Utah and surrounding states during this era. However, only few are extant. 
The period of significance of the Stockton School begins in 1929—when it was constructed—and ends in 
1968, the end of the historic period. The school was in continuous use as an education facility until 1984, 
when Stockton Town adapted it for reuse as the town hall. It now serves multiple functions as town hall, 
police station and library. The building’s appearance has temporarily changed with the covering of the 
four main windows with plywood. However, the changes are easily reversible as the historic windows are 
still in place behind the covering. In spite of this the building still retains sufficient historical integrity to 
be considered a significant historic resource in the town of Stockton.  
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
Narrative Statement of Significance (Provide at least one paragraph for each area of significance.)   
 
Criterion A Significance: Education 
 
Stockton is located in a primarily rural area of Tooele County. In its founding days in the early 1860s, 
Stockton was known as a gentile (non-Mormon) mining town. As mines were excavated in the 
surrounding Oquirrh Mountains, Stockton became a base camp for the increasing population.1 Around the 
turn of the twentieth century, Mary Jane Hickman and James Brown organized the first school in 
Stockton, located in the Brown Store building on Main Street. A second school was later established 
further east on the corner of Grant Avenue and Silver Street.2 This was used until 1912, when a more 
permanent red brick schoolhouse was constructed on Silver Avenue and this building was repurposed as 
                         
1 Ouida Blanthorn, A History of Tooele County (Salt Lake City: Utah State 
Historical Society, 1998), 193-194. 
2 Beatrice Lufkin, “Erda, Ophir and Stockton Reconnaissance Level Survey 2008, 
Tooele County, Utah” (Tooele: Tooele County Historical Commision, 2009), 7.  
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the Stockton Opera House.3 The new building had two classrooms. Four grades were taught in the large 
west room and four upper grades were taught in the east room. But as the town’s population continued to 
grow, this two-room building served as the primary center for education only until 1929, when “a new 
and larger” school building was constructed.4 The new school was built directly across the street east 
overlooking the older school. And, once the new building was put into use  the 1912 school was reused as 
an LDS meeting house for a number of years and was later adapted for residential use. It still stands and 
looks very much as it did when it was a school.  
 
The Stockton School of 1929 had four large classrooms—double that of the previous school--an office 
and a large basement area that occasionally was used as a classroom and also contained the restrooms. 
Not only did the building serve Stockton’s children, but it also became the regional school for the 
surrounding rural areas including Ophir Creek, and later, the Deseret Chemical housing area. However, as 
in most mining areas, the mines played out and populations move on. But, because of Stockton’s isolation 
and decreasing enrollment rates, the Stockton School continued in use well beyond the life of school 
buildings of similar age in more populated areas of the state. Finally, however, continued population 
decline forced the closure of the school after more than a half-century of use. In 1984 classes at the school 
were discontinued and the students from the area began to be bussed several miles north to the county seat 
of Tooele. The schoolhouse went unused for a short while, but since the 1990s the building has been used 
as Stockton’s Town Hall.5 Some interior adaptations were made to make spaces for city offices, the police 
station and the library. Most of these interior alteration is in the form of partition walls in the basement to 
make office space for the various city entities. The most apparent change on the main floor was the 
covering of the large multi-paned windows on the west and east elevations with plywood. Although this 
has caused a slight loss of historic integrity, it is not a permanent change, as the original windows remain 
in place and could easily be restored with the removal of the wood sheeting. Because of this the building 
retains sufficient historical integrity to be considered eligible for National Register nomination. 
 
Additional Historical Context: Education in Utah 
  
Members of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints began settling the Great Salt Lake Valley in 
July 1847. During this time, settlement and survival took priority over education. This resulted in small 
and often seasonal ward (ecclesiastical unit) schools. Private, informal schools were hastily organized and 
held in homes and meetinghouses.6 
 
This early educational system was heavily influence by local economic and environmental conditions. 
The curriculum was limited to very basic reading, mathematics and Mormon religious teachings. In 1851 
the Provisional State of Deseret structured regions into school districts. Under this organization each 
community was empowered to create as many schools as needed. The Territorial School Law of 1852 
organized school districts. These districts maintained existing school buildings (private homes and 
meeting houses) through taxation. Unfortunately, taxes under this legislation were rarely levied and funds 
remained inconsistent between districts. The relative effectiveness of districts varied dramatically, 
according to the abilities of teachers and the financial means of local residents and trustees. Other 
religious organizations in Utah saw this as an opportunity to proselytize Mormon children.7 
 

                         
3 Zettie Garcia, “Stockton Schools,” in A Brief History of Stockton Utah, 
(Tooele: Stockton Bicentennial History Committee, 1976), 43-44. 
4 Blanthorn, A History of Tooele County, 200 & 297. 
5 Ibid.  
6 Ibid, 194-202. 
7 Frederick S. Buchanan, “Education in Utah,” in Utah History Encyclopedia, 
ed. Allen Kent Powell (Salt Lake City: University of Utah Press, 1994), 153. 
 



United States Department of the Interior  
National Park Service / National Register of Historic Places Registration Form  
NPS Form 10900     OMB No. 10240018      
 
Stockton School  Tooele County, UT 
Name of Property                   County and State 

Sections 1-6 page 10 
 

Beginning in the late 1860s and early 1870s,these churches offered free schools with professionally 
trained teachers. During the development of the district schools, mission boards from the Congregational, 
Presbyterian, and Methodist churches established approximately one hundred private elementary and 
secondary schools. Initially these schools were popular with families of all religions, but Mormon leaders 
became alarmed by the influence of the secular teachings of these schools and Mormon parents gradually 
withdrew their children. Eventually, the territorial legislators (all who belonged to the LDS Church) 
decided to create a public school system that would not expose their young to non-Mormon teachings. 
The result was a system of Mormon schools, or academies, established in each stake (similar to a diocese) 
of the LDS Church.8 
 
The Free Public School Act of 1890 quickened the collection of taxes in earnest, consolidated districts 
according to counties, established a state curriculum, and made attendance compulsory (prior to this 
legislation only 27 percent of children between 8 and 16 years of age attended). The creation of a tax-
supported school system had a direct impact on the educational architecture that followed. After 1890 
small, individually designed multi-purpose buildings were replaced by large, permanent and uniformly 
designed, single-purpose schools. Architects hired by the state or local school districts engineered 
standardized designs.9 
 
While education in the nineteenth century was primarily shaped by conflict and necessity, education in 
the twentieth began to follow national educational patterns and issues. There began to be demands for 
consolidation and centralization of schools. In the late 1930s, national trends moved towards increased 
state funding of education.10 
 
Scott & Welch Architects 
 
Carl W. Scott and George W. Welch were partners in a prominent Utah architectural firm that 
successfully survived the Great Depression of late 1920s and 1930s. One of their notable achievements in 
the 1920s was the planning and design of an entire new community for Utah Copper Company 
(Copperton Historic District, NRIS #86002642). The firm’s popularity grew once the Works Progress 
Administration (WPA—later the Work Projects Administration) was initiated as a part of the President 
Franklin Roosevelt’s New Deal program. In fact, Scott and Welch designed more school buildings in the 
1930s than any other architecture firm in Utah, with the list including Hawthorne Elementary School, 
Bryant Junior High, Tooele High School, and Blanding High School. Many of these schools were WPA-
funded projects.11 The firm’s school designs ranged from more-traditional Colonial Revival/eclectic 
styles, such as the Stockton School, to modern boxy designs with Art Deco embellishment. The Stockton 
School, like other buildings of their work, has survived and has been adapted for other functions, while 
others have been demolished or replaced throughout the years. The Stockton School remains an intact 
example of the dwindling stock of Scott & Welch’s surviving buildings.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                         
8 Ibid, 154.  
9 S. G. Ellsworth, The New Utah Heritage (Salt Lake City: Peregrine Smith 
Books, 1985) 
10 Buchanan, Utah History Encyclopedia, 155. 
11 John S. McCormick, The Westside of Salt Lake City (Salt Lake: Utah State 
Historical Society, 1982), 140. 
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___________________________________________________________________________ 
  
Previous documentation on file (NPS):  
 
____ preliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67) has been requested 
____ previously listed in the National Register 
____ previously determined eligible by the National Register 
____ designated a National Historic Landmark  
____ recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey   #____________ 
____ recorded by Historic American Engineering Record # __________ 
____ recorded by Historic American Landscape Survey # ___________ 
 
Primary location of additional data:  
____ State Historic Preservation Office 
____ Other State agency 
____ Federal agency 
____ Local government 
____ University 
____ Other 
         Name of repository: _____________________________________ 
 
Historic Resources Survey Number (if assigned): ________________ 
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______________________________________________________________________________ 
10. Geographical Data 

 
 Acreage of Property ___Less than one acre____________ 
 

 
Use either the UTM system or latitude/longitude coordinates 
 
Latitude/Longitude Coordinates (decimal degrees) 
Datum if other than WGS84:__________ 
(enter coordinates to 6 decimal places) 
1. Latitude: 40.451503°  Longitude: -111.359830° 

 
2. Latitude:   Longitude: 

 
3. Latitude:   Longitude: 

 
4. Latitude:   Longitude: 
 
Or  
UTM References  
Datum (indicated on USGS map):  
 

           NAD 1927     or        NAD 1983 
 
 

1. Zone:  Easting:    Northing:   
 

2. Zone: Easting:    Northing: 
 

3. Zone: Easting:   Northing: 
 

4. Zone: Easting :   Northing: 
  

 
Verbal Boundary Description (Describe the boundaries of the property.) 
LOTS 7 & 8, BLK 92, PLAT A, SS 0.22 AC 
 
 
Boundary Justification (Explain why the boundaries were selected.) 
The boundary is the legal parcel on which the building is located. This only includes the plot 
on which the building is located and not the playground and paved area to the east, which is a 
separate parcel. 
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______________________________________________________________________________ 
11. Form Prepared By 
 
name/title: __Alena Franco/Utah SHPO Staff_____________________________ 
organization: __Utah State Historic Preservation Office_____________________ 
street & number: _300 S. Rio Grande Street______________________________ 
city or town:  _Salt Lake City_____ state: _UT_________ zip code:_84101_____ 
e-mail________________________________ 
telephone:_________________________ 
date:_October 25, 2018____________________________ 
 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Additional Documentation 
 
Submit the following items with the completed form: 

 
● Maps:   A USGS map or equivalent (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's 

location. 
    

●  Sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous 
resources.  Key all photographs to this map. 

 
● Additional items:  (Check with the SHPO, TPO, or FPO for any additional items.) 
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Figure 1. Current floor plan schematic—not to scale. 
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Photographs 
Submit clear and descriptive photographs.  The size of each image must be 1600x1200 pixels 
(minimum), 3000x2000 preferred, at 300 ppi (pixels per inch) or larger.  Key all photographs 
to the sketch map. Each photograph must be numbered and that number must correspond to 
the photograph number on the photo log.  For simplicity, the name of the photographer, 
photo date, etc. may be listed once on the photograph log and doesn’t need to be labeled on 
every photograph. 
 
Photo Log 
 
Name of Property:  Stockton School 
 
City or Vicinity: Stockton 
 
County: Tooele Count State: Utah 
 
Photographer:  Cory Jensen 
 
Date Photographed:  March 9, 2018 
 
Description of Photograph(s) and number, include description of view indicating direction of 
camera: 
 
1 of 16.  West elevation. Camera facing southeast. 
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2 of 16. West and north elevations. Camera facing south. 

 
 
 
3 of 16. North and east elevations. Camera facing southwest. 
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4 of 16. East elevation. Camera facing northwest. 

 
 
 
5 of 16. East and south elevations. Camera facing northwest. 
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6 of 16. South elevation. Camera facing northeast. 

 
 

 
7 of 16. East overview elevation and view of schoolyard. Camera facing northwest. 
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8 of 16. Detail of brick quoins, northwest corner. Camera facing southeast. 
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9 of 16. Interior view of original southeast classroom. Camera facing southwest. 

 
 
 
10 of 16. Interior view of southeast classroom showing original painted-over window. 
Camera facing southeast. 
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11 of 16. Interior view of northeast classroom and window. Camera facing northeast. 
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12 of 16. Interior view of main hallway. Camera facing west. 
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13 of 16. Interior view of main hallway and built-in alcove. Camera facing southeast. 
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14 of 16.  Interior view of west stairway leading to basement rooms. Camera facing 
northwest. 
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15 of 16. Interior of basement in unfinished north room. Camera facing northeast. 
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16 of 16. Original dedication marker attached to hallway wall. Camera facing northeast. 
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