OUR PAST, THEIR PRESENT

Teaching Utah with Primary Sources

World War I: Utahns at the Front

Utah and the Great War

World War [ began in July 1914, one month after the assassination of
Archduke Franz-Ferdinand, the heir to the Austro-Hungarian Empire.
This event inflamed existing tensions in Europe and pulled the
continent’s great alliances into a global struggle, pitting Austria-
Hungary, Germany, and Italy (the Central Powers) against Russia,
France, and Britain (the Allies). The war also unleashed new and
devastating technologies of warfare that would leave 17 million people
dead and 20 million wounded worldwide.

Most Americans viewed the war as a European problem, and until
1917 the United States remained neutral. However, President
Woodrow Wilson asked Congress to declare war on April 6, 1917, after
threats of German aggression against the United States and its people.
One of these was the escalation of submarine warfare in the Atlantic,
and the other was an intercepted telegram from Germany to Mexico
that promised support for a Mexican invasion of the United States. It
would be several more months before troops were sent to the front.

In the book, Utah in the World War, published in 1924, Nobel Warrum
gives some Utah statistics for the war. Of the 21,000 Utah men who
enlisted, 665 died during their service. More than two-thirds of these,
414 men, died from disease.

Across Utah, young men registered for the draft, and some joined the
military before the draft was instituted nationwide. To keep in touch
with family and friends at home, soldiers wrote letters that went by
ship and train to their recipients. The letters in this collection were
written by George Grimshaw, who served in the U.S. Army from 1917
to 1919.

Experiences at the front were not limited to men. Many women
volunteered as nurses and a few were even ambulance drivers. Maud
Fitch, of Eureka, Utah, was one example of a female ambulance driver.
Her letters were published in Salt Lake newspapers, and they provide
a window on her contribution to the war effort.
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George Grimshaw, Utah Soldier

George Grimshaw grew up in Beaver, Utah. The youngest child of
Duckworth and Mary Grimshaw, he was 21 years old when America
declared war on Germany. He quickly volunteered in the U.S. Army
and was inducted for service on April 30, 1917. By contrast, his older
brother, Randolph, registered for the draft in June 1917, and was
inducted for service on August 15, 1918.

Grimshaw spent nearly a year training at Fort Bliss, Texas, and Camp
Greene, North Carolina. In his letters he tells his family about his daily
experiences while in camp, such as field day, guard duty, visiting
engineers, and his stay in the hospital. In his October 10 letter he
reported how happy he was to receive a package from home
containing fruit, jams, and preserves.

After the long months of training, Grimshaw sailed for Europe on May
22,1918. He was finally headed to the Western Front in France. In his
June 20 letter he explained to his family that his letters from Europe
would be censored by the Army to make sure information would not
fall into enemy hands. Grimshaw wrote, “We aren’t supposed to tell
where we are or where we’ve been, nor what we’re doing, what we’ve
done or what we expect to do.” Censors read and initialed each letter
to show that they been approved, and might cut away or black out
sections of any letter.

Poisonous gas was used as a weapon by both sides during WWI.

Chlorine, phosgene, and mustard were the most commonly used gases.

These chemicals caused respiratory failure, external and internal
blisters, damage to lungs and other organs, violent coughing, choking,
blindness, and death. Because soldiers might encounter gas at any
time, each had a gas mask as part of their pack (see photographs). In
his July 14, 1918 letter, Grimshaw mentioned that he had to get used
to carrying it everywhere he went. By August 11, however, Grimshaw
was grateful for his gas mask. We do not know if he suffered any
lasting effects from his exposure to gas during WWI.

Trench warfare played a central role in WWI. Ground forces on both
sides dug trenches and dugouts to shelter their soldiers from enemy
fire. The space between the two sides was called “No Man’s Land” and
was exposed to artillery fire from both sides. Night and the cover of
darkness were when most of the offensive attacks took place (see
11/11/1918 and 11/25/1918 letters). Life in the trenches was dirty,
muddy, and difficult. In the fall and early winter soldiers suffered from
exposure, the poor sanitary conditions often caused diseases and even
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death for soldiers. If a soldier did not change his socks regularly, he could suffer from the fungal condition known
as trench foot. For Grimshaw, personal hygiene care was limited (see 8/11/1918).

On November 11, 1918, the combatants signed the Armistice, bringing an end to the fighting. The soldiers weren’t
immediately sent home, however. Allied soldiers were stationed in occupied Germany until the Treaty of Versailles
was signed on June 28, 1919, officially ending the war. During this time, U.S. soldiers kept the peace along the
Rhineland. Grimshaw became part of the occupying forces stationed in Germany. After the Armistice, the strict
censorship of letters sent home from the front was relaxed. In his November 25 letter, Grimshaw was finally able to
tell his family that he had fought on the Verdun front (see 11/10/1918 letter and map). He wrote to his family with
place names for them to search for on the maps he had sent to them (see 11/25/1918, 2/22/1919, and
3/22/1919).

Eight months after the Armistice was signed, Grimshaw left Europe from Brest, France, aboard the USS Zeelandia.
The ship arrived in Brooklyn on July 31, 1919. Grimshaw received an honorable discharge from the army on
August 11, 1919, and returned home to Beaver, Utah.

Maud Fitch, Utah Ambulance Driver

Women in the United States were not permitted to fight at the front, but there were other ways women helped with
the war effort. They purchased Liberty Bonds, participated in rationing efforts, volunteered for the Red Cross,
labored in wartime industries, served in auxiliaries, or worked as nurses and doctors. Over 20,000 nurses worked
with the wounded during WWI. Many of these women were near front lines, while others were at base hospitals.

A few women became ambulance drivers. Women who wanted to help driving ambulances at the front were
required to purchase, ship, and maintain their own vehicles. Utahn Maud Fitch, the daughter of a wealthy Eureka
mine owner, was one of them. Fitch was 33 years old in 1918, when she purchased her vehicle and shipped it to
France at her own expense. While serving at the front, she paid for her own transportation, clothing, room and
board, vehicle maintenance, and the gas for her vehicle (see photograph and newspaper articles).

Fitch drove as part of the Hackett-Lowther Unit along the front in northern France. She was in Europe for about
one year. She received the Croix de Guerre (French Cross) in August 1918 with the other ambulance drivers in her
unit (Salt Lake Herald, 4/23/1919). Fitch’s letters report how the area she was in did not have many shops to buy
mechanical tools or supplies for her vehicle. She found time to shop for monkey wrenches during a 24-hour shift in
a larger town. Towards the end of her letter she writes “I do hope you get all my letters and that they are not too
censored. | try to stay within bounds, but it is hard to tell what they are apt to object to,” (Salt Lake Tribune,
7/27/1918).

The war experience was not limited to soldiers. Women served in Europe, and civilians did their share to support
the war effort at home. The effects of the Great War were felt across the state, as communities supported the men
and women fighting at the front. WWI altered the lives of many throughout the state. Some came home while
others did not. Without these documents, their stories would not be known.

Page | 3



OUR PAST, THEIR PRESENT
World War |I: Utahns at the Front

Sources

Ancestry. “U.S., Army Transport Service, Passenger Lists, 1910-1939 for George W. Grimshaw, Incoming, Zeelandia, 1919 May
23-1919 Jul 31. Accessed November 22, 2017.
https://www.ancestry.com/interactive/61174/46920 162028006074 0178-
005927?pid=8252343&treeid=&personid=&usePUB=true& phsrc=zRz10& phstart=successSource

Ancestry. “U.S., Army Transport Service, Passenger Lists, 1910-1939 for George W. Grimshaw, Outgoing, Great Northern, 1918
May 2-1918 Jul 31. Accessed November 22, 2017.
https://www.ancestry.com/interactive/61174/44509 3421606189 0253-
00084?pid=1776262&treeid=&personid=&usePUB=true& phsrc=zRz10& phstart=successSource

Ancestry. “Utah, Military Records, 1861-1970, World War | Service Questionnaires, 1914-1918. George Grimshaw.” Ancestry
Military Search. Accessed November 22, 2017. https://www.ancestry.com/interactive/2228/31805 00025027-
004437?pid=196071&treeid=&personid=&rc=&usePUB=true& phsrc=zRz3& phstart=successSource

Ancestry. “Utah, Military Records, 1861-1970, World War | Service Questionnaires, 1914-1918. Randolph Grimshaw.” Ancestry
Military Search. Accessed November 22, 2017. https://www.ancestry.com/interactive/2228/31805 00025027-
004437?pid=196071&treeid=&personid=&rc=&usePUB=true& phsrc=zRz3& phstart=successSource#?imageld=31805

00025027-00448

Ancestry. “U.S., World War | Draft Registration Cards, 1917-1918 for Randolph Grimshaw.” Ancestry Military Search. Accessed
November 22, 2017.
https://www.ancestry.com/interactive/6482/005243487 05272?pid=24793948&backurl=https://search.ancestry.co
m/cgibin/sse.dl?indiv%3D1%26dbid%3D6482%26h%3D24793948%26tid%3D%26pid%3D%26usePUB%3Dtrue%26 ph
src%3DzRz5%26 phstart%3DsuccessSource&treeid=&personid=&hintid=&usePUB=true& phsrc=zRz5& phstart=succ
essSource&usePUBJs=true

George Grimshaw Dog Tags, “George Grimshaw Papers, 1917-1965.” Utah State Historical Society. Accessed December 26,
2017. http://remote.rediscoverysoftware.com:85/ProficioWebModule/Detail.aspx?rlD=1992-011-094a-
b&db=0bjects&dir=HISTORY&page=1

George Grimshaw Letters, “George Grimshaw Papers, 1917-1965.” Utah Division of State History.

Maud Fitch Photographs. “Maud Fitch” Utah Division of State History. Accessed December 26, 2017.
https://collections.lib.utah.edu/search?facet setname s=%22dha cp%22&q=Maud+Fitch

Murphy, Miriam B. “If Only | Shall Have the Right Stuff’: Utah Women in World War I” Utah Historical Quarterly 58, no. 4 (Fall
1990): 334-350. Accessed November 24, 2017. http://utahhistory.sdlhost.com/#item/000000031000915/view/1

Powell, Allan Kent, ed. Utah and the Great War: The Beehive State and the World War | Experience. Salt Lake City, UT: Utah
State Historical Society and University of Utah Press, 2016.

Salt Lake Herald. “Utah Girl Given French Cross for Saving Wounded.” April 23, 1919. Accessed November 24, 2017.
https://newspapers.lib.utah.edu/details?id=10263954

Salt Lake Tribune. “Utah Girl Tells of Life Back of the Battle Line.” July 27, 1918. Accessed November 24, 2017.
https://newspapers.lib.utah.edu/details?id=14962257

Warrum, Noble. Utah in the World War: The men behind the guns and the men and women behind the Guns. Utah State
Council of Defense, 1924. Accessed November 24, 2017.
https://babel.hathitrust.org/cgi/pt?id=wu.89072942758;view=1up;seq=11

Page | 4


https://www.ancestry.com/interactive/61174/46920_162028006074_0178-00592?pid=8252343&treeid=&personid=&usePUB=true&_phsrc=zRz10&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/interactive/61174/46920_162028006074_0178-00592?pid=8252343&treeid=&personid=&usePUB=true&_phsrc=zRz10&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/interactive/61174/44509_3421606189_0253-00084?pid=1776262&treeid=&personid=&usePUB=true&_phsrc=zRz10&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/interactive/61174/44509_3421606189_0253-00084?pid=1776262&treeid=&personid=&usePUB=true&_phsrc=zRz10&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/interactive/61174/44509_3421606189_0253-00084?pid=1776262&treeid=&personid=&usePUB=true&_phsrc=zRz10&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/interactive/61174/44509_3421606189_0253-00084?pid=1776262&treeid=&personid=&usePUB=true&_phsrc=zRz10&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/interactive/2228/31805_00025027-00443?pid=196071&treeid=&personid=&rc=&usePUB=true&_phsrc=zRz3&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/interactive/2228/31805_00025027-00443?pid=196071&treeid=&personid=&rc=&usePUB=true&_phsrc=zRz3&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/interactive/2228/31805_00025027-00443?pid=196071&treeid=&personid=&rc=&usePUB=true&_phsrc=zRz3&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/interactive/2228/31805_00025027-00443?pid=196071&treeid=&personid=&rc=&usePUB=true&_phsrc=zRz3&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/interactive/2228/31805_00025027-00443?pid=196071&treeid=&personid=&rc=&usePUB=true&_phsrc=zRz3&_phstart=successSource#?imageId=31805_00025027-00448
https://www.ancestry.com/interactive/2228/31805_00025027-00443?pid=196071&treeid=&personid=&rc=&usePUB=true&_phsrc=zRz3&_phstart=successSource#?imageId=31805_00025027-00448
https://www.ancestry.com/interactive/2228/31805_00025027-00443?pid=196071&treeid=&personid=&rc=&usePUB=true&_phsrc=zRz3&_phstart=successSource#?imageId=31805_00025027-00448
https://www.ancestry.com/interactive/2228/31805_00025027-00443?pid=196071&treeid=&personid=&rc=&usePUB=true&_phsrc=zRz3&_phstart=successSource#?imageId=31805_00025027-00448
https://www.ancestry.com/interactive/6482/005243487_05272?pid=24793948&backurl=https://search.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/sse.dll?indiv%3D1%26dbid%3D6482%26h%3D24793948%26tid%3D%26pid%3D%26usePUB%3Dtrue%26_phsrc%3DzRz5%26_phstart%3DsuccessSource&treeid=&personid=&hintid=&usePUB=true&_phsrc=zRz5&_phstart=successSource&usePUBJs=true
https://www.ancestry.com/interactive/6482/005243487_05272?pid=24793948&backurl=https://search.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/sse.dll?indiv%3D1%26dbid%3D6482%26h%3D24793948%26tid%3D%26pid%3D%26usePUB%3Dtrue%26_phsrc%3DzRz5%26_phstart%3DsuccessSource&treeid=&personid=&hintid=&usePUB=true&_phsrc=zRz5&_phstart=successSource&usePUBJs=true
https://www.ancestry.com/interactive/6482/005243487_05272?pid=24793948&backurl=https://search.ancestry.com/cgibin/sse.dll?indiv%3D1%26dbid%3D6482%26h%3D24793948%26tid%3D%26pid%3D%26usePUB%3Dtrue%26_phsrc%3DzRz5%26_phstart%3DsuccessSource&treeid=&personid=&hintid=&usePUB=true&_phsrc=zRz5&_phstart=successSource&usePUBJs=true
https://www.ancestry.com/interactive/6482/005243487_05272?pid=24793948&backurl=https://search.ancestry.com/cgibin/sse.dll?indiv%3D1%26dbid%3D6482%26h%3D24793948%26tid%3D%26pid%3D%26usePUB%3Dtrue%26_phsrc%3DzRz5%26_phstart%3DsuccessSource&treeid=&personid=&hintid=&usePUB=true&_phsrc=zRz5&_phstart=successSource&usePUBJs=true
https://www.ancestry.com/interactive/6482/005243487_05272?pid=24793948&backurl=https://search.ancestry.com/cgibin/sse.dll?indiv%3D1%26dbid%3D6482%26h%3D24793948%26tid%3D%26pid%3D%26usePUB%3Dtrue%26_phsrc%3DzRz5%26_phstart%3DsuccessSource&treeid=&personid=&hintid=&usePUB=true&_phsrc=zRz5&_phstart=successSource&usePUBJs=true
https://www.ancestry.com/interactive/6482/005243487_05272?pid=24793948&backurl=https://search.ancestry.com/cgibin/sse.dll?indiv%3D1%26dbid%3D6482%26h%3D24793948%26tid%3D%26pid%3D%26usePUB%3Dtrue%26_phsrc%3DzRz5%26_phstart%3DsuccessSource&treeid=&personid=&hintid=&usePUB=true&_phsrc=zRz5&_phstart=successSource&usePUBJs=true
http://remote.rediscoverysoftware.com:85/ProficioWebModule/Detail.aspx?rID=1992-011-094a-b&db=objects&dir=HISTORY&page=1
http://remote.rediscoverysoftware.com:85/ProficioWebModule/Detail.aspx?rID=1992-011-094a-b&db=objects&dir=HISTORY&page=1
http://remote.rediscoverysoftware.com:85/ProficioWebModule/Detail.aspx?rID=1992-011-094a-b&db=objects&dir=HISTORY&page=1
http://remote.rediscoverysoftware.com:85/ProficioWebModule/Detail.aspx?rID=1992-011-094a-b&db=objects&dir=HISTORY&page=1
https://collections.lib.utah.edu/search?facet_setname_s=%22dha_cp%22&q=Maud+Fitch
http://utahhistory.sdlhost.com/#item/000000031000915/view/1
http://utahhistory.sdlhost.com/#item/000000031000915/view/1
https://newspapers.lib.utah.edu/details?id=10263954
https://newspapers.lib.utah.edu/details?id=14962257
https://babel.hathitrust.org/cgi/pt?id=wu.89072942758;view=1up;seq=11

OUR PAST, THEIR PRESENT
World War |I: Utahns at the Front

STUDENT READING — World War |: Utahns at the Front

World War [ began in July 1914, one month after the heir to the Austro-Hungarian Empire was killed by an
assassin. This pulled Europe’s great alliances into a global struggle, pitting Austria-Hungary, Germany, and Italy
(the Central Powers) against Russia, France, and Britain (the Allies). The war unleashed devastating new
technologies of warfare that would leave 17 million people dead and 20 million wounded worldwide.

Most Americans viewed the war as a European problem, and until 1917 the United States remained neutral.
However, President Woodrow Wilson asked Congress to declare war on April 6, 1917, after threats of German
aggression against the United States and its people. Some 21,000 Utah men enlisted to fight in World War I. Of
these, 665 died during their service; more than two-thirds of them died from disease, not from wounds.

George Grimshaw grew up in Beaver, Utah. He was 21 years old when America declared war on Germany, and he
quickly volunteered in the U.S. Army. Grimshaw spent nearly a year training at Fort Bliss, Texas, and Camp Greene,
North Carolina. After the long months of training, Grimshaw sailed for Europe on May 22, 1918. He was finally
headed to the Western Front in France. In his June 20 letter he explained to his family that his letters from Europe
would be censored by the Army to make sure information would not fall into enemy hands. Grimshaw wrote, “We
aren’t supposed to tell where we are or where we’ve been, nor what we’re doing, what we’ve done or what we
expect to do.” Censors read and initialed each letter to show that they been approved, and might cut away or black
out sections of any letter.

Poisonous gas was used as a weapon by both sides during WWI. These chemicals caused respiratory failure,
external and internal blisters, damage to lungs and other organs, violent coughing, choking, blindness, and death.
Because soldiers might encounter gas at any time, each had a gas mask as part of their pack (see photographs).

Trench warfare played a central role in WWI. Ground forces on both sides dug trenches and dugouts to shelter
their soldiers from enemy fire. The space between the two sides was called “No Man’s Land” and was exposed to
artillery fire from both sides. Life in the trenches was dirty, muddy, and difficult. In the fall and early winter
soldiers suffered from exposure, the poor sanitary conditions often caused diseases and even death for soldiers. If a
soldier did not change his socks regularly, he could suffer from the fungal condition known as trench foot.

Women in the United States were not permitted to fight at the front, but there were other ways women helped with
the war effort. A few women became ambulance drivers. Women who wanted to help driving ambulances at the
front were required to purchase, ship, and maintain their own vehicles. Maud Fitch, the daughter of a wealthy Utah
mine owner, was one of them. Fitch was 33 years old in 1918, when she purchased her vehicle and shipped it to
France at her own expense. While serving at the front, she paid for her own transportation, clothing, room and
board, vehicle maintenance, and the gas for her vehicle.

Fitch drove as part of the Hackett-Lowther Unit along the front in northern France. She was in Europe for about
one year. She received the Croix de Guerre (French Cross) in August 1918 with the other ambulance drivers in her
unit.
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George Grimshaw War Service Questionnaire Photograph.

Randolph Grimshaw War Service Questionnaire Photograph.
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George Grimshaw Gas Mask Bag. Utah
State Historical Society. Accessed
December 26, 2017.
http://remote.rediscoverysoftware.com
:85/ProficioWebModule/Detail.aspx?rlD
=1992-011-
127b&db=objects&dir=HISTORY&page=
1

Note the hymn inscribed on the strap.
Analyze.

George Grimshaw Gas Mask. Utah
State Historical Society. Accessed
December 26, 2017.
http://remote.rediscoverysoftware.co
m:85/ProficioWebModule/Detail.aspx
?rID=1992-011-
127a&db=objects&dir=HISTORY&page
=1
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A. Carry haversack on left side with sling on
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right hand ring on bottom of haversack ;
around body and tie firmly to ring on left 4. If necessary to speak first breathe in
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y i d]etrk lfiap open but keep folded against 5. After use, dry mouthpiece and eyerims
ody to keep out dampness. from inside, rub evepicces with anti-dim-
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George Grimshaw Helmet, Utah State
Historical Society. Accessed December 26,
2017.
http://remote.rediscoverysoftware.com:8
5/ProficioWebModule/Detail.aspx?rID=19
92-011-
115&db=0objects&dir=HISTORY&page=1
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George Grimshaw Boots

George Grimshaw Army Boots.
“George Grimshaw Papers,
1917-1965.” Utah State
Historical Society. Accessed
December 26, 2017.
http://remote.rediscoverysoft
ware.com:85/ProficioWebMod
ule/Detail.aspx?rlD=1992-011-
118a-
b&bd=objects&dir=HISTORY&p
age=1

George Grimshaw Jacket.

George Grimshaw Army Jacket.
“George Grimshaw Papers,
1917-1965.” Utah State
Historical Society. Accessed
December 26, 2017.
http://remote.rediscoverysoft
ware.com:85/ProficioWebMod
ule/Detail.aspx?rlD=1992-011-
149&db=0objects&dir=HISTORY

&page=1
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World War |I: Utahns at the Front

George Grimshaw Letter July 20, 1917, side
2. Camp Stewart, Texas.

Yesterday we had half an hour of morning
exercises and double quick, three hours of
mounted drill, four foot drills, one gun drill,
and one signal drill making in all, pretty close
to nine and a half hours work. Believe me we
were a tired bunch. On top of that, | for one,
didn’t get much sleep last night. Two fellows
went to town yesterday and got drunk on
alcohol and bayrum. They live just two tents
from us and last night they kept up such a
moaning and groaning that | couldn’t sleep.
This morning they brought one out dead and
took the other to the hospital, blinded. It
was certainly awful.

Well | can’t think of anything to write about
so will have to close and write again in a few
days. Hoping to hear from you soon, | am
your loving soldier boy.

George.
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George Grimshaw Letter September 2, 1917,
sides 4-5. Fort Bliss, Texas.

A few days ago we rode out and had a look
at the works of the engineers. They have all
kinds of barbed wire entanglement, pit falls,
trenches, and small railroad systems. They
dig pits about six feet in diameter and three
or four feet deep. Then they set spikes,
about one inch in diameter and two feet
long with sharp points, in the bottom and
make them solid by putting cement around
them. The pits are quite close together so
that the enemy could not get through until
the spikes were covered. It almost makes
one shudder to look at them.

Our baseball team played another game
yesterday with the engineers and won with a
score of 25 to 7. Last week they played all
the rest of the 13th Field Artillery and were
beaten by a score of 5 to 3. That wasn't so
bad for once. They have won...
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George Grimshaw Letter September 2, 1917,
side 6.

over the 18th Field, Cavalry, Infantry,
Engineers, Hospital Corps, and truck drivers
so they can afford to loose [sic] for once.

| can’t think of anything else that might
interest you so will close. Give my best
regards to all the neighbors.

With love to all,

George.
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George Grimshaw Letter September 23,

THE ARMY AND NAVY H
YOUNG MEN'S CHRISTIAN ASSOCIATION 1917’ sides 1-2.

HEADQUARTERS,
124 EAST 25th ST., NEW YORK

The Asociation Follus the Flag on Land. and Sea Ft. Bliss, Texas, Sept. 23, 1917

Publis Correapondencs Table at.

Dear Folks at Home,

| received your two letters yesterday and the
kg Kodak toady and was almost overjoyed

todals loda, { ’ when | saw such a nice Kodak. But it must
oy e ¢ . ¢ o have cost some price. Crump’s isn’t as hice
’ ‘ as this and his cost 12 bucks third handed. |
will see that you get some pictures now.

In your letter you spoke about being so
neglectfull [sic] to me. Now | want you to let
that idea out of your heads just as quickly as
_ - Ja possible for | have often thought of how
3 el s ; ol much trouble you were going to, to keep me
to Haeet so well supplied with letters to read and

' cake, candy, and other nice things to eat,
s H besides sending me many other expensive

things that you couldn’t make.

I’'m awfully sorry about Father’s accident but
: glad it wasn’t worse. He will have to be
sdtis Abmdiong i Arronss 1 Xrin Apfuiiarte carefull [sic] and you will all have to be
that g couddsid et carefull [sic] for remember | don’t want to
s s IR hear of any of you getting hurt or being sick.

s bt connfull o-tu You mustn’t feel bad about my sleeping
without a pillow. We haven’t had any since
we let Ft. Douglas so we’re used to it now. It
didn’t go very good at first but now we can
throw a small bundle of clothes, or
something like that, under our heads and
enjoy it.

L ( PRI EECY S , I’'m glad Clarence has such a good job and is
thoid v dlin i, ade dons enjoying life, in France, so much more than
wy ad ' he did. | have often wondered what kind of
work he was doing.
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George Grimshaw Letter October 10, 1917,
side 1.

Ft. Bliss, Oct. 10
Dear Folk,

| can’t help thinking that it must be some
one’s birthday today. Before noon | was
writing to Jenn when the mail man came
down and said he has some mail up to his
tent for me. He certainly did for when | went
up he handed me a letter, a paper, and four
packages. Besides the jelly, cookies, and
pears, was a box of grapes from Enoch.

All the boys are out on an all day hike and
I’'m here alone. This morning | was given a

£~

meat and cheese sandwitch [sic] which was
to do me or dinner but which, however, did
not do me for dinner as all these nice
eatables came before noon and believe me
I’'ve had some feast.

| was sorry to find two
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George Grimshaw Letter October 10, 1917,
side 2.

bottles of jelly broken. | don’t know who
they were from, there are two bottles of
Mother, one of Aunt Martha’s, and the
olives left. Everything else is in fine shape.
The pears are very ripe, some wouldn’t go
another day so maybe it’s a good thing you
couldn’t get a half bushel.

We sometimes get cookies and jelly at the
kitchen but they’re nothing like those made
at home. And the fruit we get here is so

e

tasteless and tough. It certainly is good to
. get something real if we were only closer so
‘ it wouldn’t cost so much and so none of it
would spoil.

I’'m sorry Dolph’s pals have had to leave. |
guess it’s about as bad to be left as it is to
leave and know how that goes. In my travels
| haven’t met anybody like Milo but have
certainly been treated good by most of the

‘ boys. Before | went to the hospital, a guy
came
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George Grimshaw Letter October 10, 1917,
side 3.

staggering in about midnight and sat down
on me. In about two seconds Bachich was up
and had him standing on his head out in the
sand and that’s the way they took care of me
while | was sick.

| think it would be of no use for me to try to
get a furlow as they only allow ten days. It
would cost quite a bit of money and would
be awfully hard to leave again so soon. If a
bunch could come together and leave
together it would be alright.

£ " Last night we went to a Band Concert and
Y.M.C.A. program so you see I’'m getting
quite sporty again. I’'m feeling fine and

P

taking things easy yet to you mustn’t worry
about me.

With love to all, | am Your ever loving soldier
boy

George.

(over)
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George Grimshaw Letter March 2, 1918, side
1.

Camp Greene, N.C. Mar. 2, 1918.
Dear Folks at Enoch,

| don’t get to write very often but will try to
drop you a few lines tonight, | received
Lucile’s letter a few days ago and was glad to
hear from the Holy Land once more. Hope
Will’s folks are better by now and that you
are all getting along alright.

Cile spoke about a “Flivver” but | hardly get
the drift. | don’t know whether they have a
new “John Henry” or what to think about it.

We're still going to school and getting along
fine and are learning many things which will
be valuable to us. We study about electricity,
telephones and ensyphering [sic] and
desyphering [sic] messages. Then we have
telegraphy which will always be useful. I’'m
not very swift in that yet but can receive or
send as many characters as the army
requires.

The weather is great here now, just like
spring. We’ve put our summer underware
[sic] on again and go to school in our shirt
sleeves.

| hope Dolph got along alright on the road
and hope the weather will be suitable for
work.
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George Grimshaw Letter, March 20, 1918,
side 1.

Somewhere Mar. 20.
Dear Folks,

“l'am,” and that’s all | know about it. We left
Camp Greene, Monday about 9:30 A.M. and
made the hike in one day. If you have a map
with small towns on you might find about
where we are. We came through Belmont,
Lowell, and Gastonia and are about a mile
southwest of Gastonia now. There aren’t
many soldiers around these little towns and
of course nine batteries of Artillery on a
march caused quite a commotion and
everybody was out to see the soldiers. Even
schools let out.

Well, naturally there were crowds of “quite
good looking girls” along the streets so we
got out our Kodaks and sure had one time.
We'd snap at every bunch and always say or
do something to attract their attention so
they’d think we had their pictures. Some
were tickled pink, some turned their heads,
and some didn’t know what to think. But you
should have seen the expressions.
Sometimes we nearly fell off our horses
laughing and | believe that’s the most fun
our detail Lieutenant has seen for some time
for he nearly busted his sides when he really
should have been sore for we let our horses
run out of line
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George Grimshaw Letter March 20, 1918,
side 2.

and everything.

We arrived here about 6:30 P.M. but didn’t
have anyplace [sic] to water our horses so
had to take them back up town. Fifteen
hundred horses can’t be watered all at once
out of tubs so as a consequence we got back
to camp about 10 P.m. Meanwhile, the
cannoneers [sic], who don’t have to water
horses, pitched a bunch of tents for us to
sleep in so we fared pretty good (that is if
one can fare good without supper when he’s
as hungry as we were, for out last meal was
that morning about 5 P.G..)

The next day we spent making picket lines,
saddle racks, and fixing up the Battery. | was
just getting ready to go to town when | was
notified to walk my post in a military
manner. Each Battery guards its own stuff so
we only have three posts and no Officer of
the Day. The Sergeant of the guard gave me
the best post and best relief so | didn’t mind
it much. He just told us what we had to do
and left us. Each man found out where the
others slept and each woke up is own relief
so we slept in our own bunks in our own
tents and everything went along fine.

Today our detail went out to the range. No
firing has been done yet but we went out to
scout around and get acquainted with
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George Grimshaw Letter March 20, 1918,
side 3.

the country. We’re in what’s supposed to be
the mountains and the scenery is certainly
grand. Of course the mountains aren’t like
ours at home, we’d call them “Ant hills” or
“sand dunes” but the trees and shrubbery
make it beautiful. All over there are trees
covered with blossoms that would make
peach and apple blossoms look old and
faded and there are just enough young pines
to furnish the green. It looks like one great
bouquet.

Our target is on Kings Mt. Perhaps you've
heard of the Battle of Kings Mt. in the Civil
war, well, that’s where we are.

We got our first mail last night and | was
parading up and down the Battery street
with a small tree on my shoulder ( we had
no guns) when your letter came. There is
where | quit my post and read it and it sure
listened good to me. But if you had only sent
the “dut wot” [sic] We're starving and can’t
even get army candy and haven’t been to
town yet. You don’t know what awful
stomachs soldiers have or you’d not be so
particular.

Well, | haven't said anything but the evening
is gone so will have to close,

Love to all,

George.
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George Grimshaw Letter June 20, 1918, sides

NATIONAL WAR WORK COUNCIL 1 2

YOUNG MEN'S CHRISTIAN ASSOCIATIONS
OF THE UNITED STATES
“WITH THE COLORS"

[France]

Dear Folks,

| used to think there’d be so much going on
over here that when | came over I'd do
nothing but write, every spare minute | had
but now | find it different. We aren’t
supposed to tell where we are or where
we’ve been, nor what we’re doing, what
we’ve done or what we expect to do, so it
seems the best thing to do is say “Hello.”

f st “Goodbye.” So don’t look for anything in my
letters.

We were just talking about where we were a
year ago tonight and have decided we were
rolling along through the desert of New
Mexico. Is that right? We thought then that
we’d be over here much sooner than this.

I’'m having my teeth repaired again. The
dentist is taking out some of the old worn
out fillings and putting new ones in. He's
fixed four and has three more to do in a few
days. I’'m an awful bother don’t you think?

We're still holding meetings and are rapidly
increasing in numbers. At the last meeting
there were sixteen present, and five of the
_ i ; absentees send good excuses. We have
: , / v ‘ twenty-two enrolled.

e / ST We haven’t received any mail yet and it
seems centuries since | heard from any body
but | got two letters after we got on the
boat.

Will have to close for this time.
Heaps of love to all,

,ggb ‘ George

% George W. Grimshaw
Btry. D. 13th F.A.

American E.F.
Page | 23



OUR PAST, THEIR PRESENT
World War |I: Utahns at the Front

George Grimshaw Letter, July 14, 1918, side

1.

i A . —
WitH THE COLORS YMCA

Somewhere in France
July 14, 1918.

Dear Folks,

This is the big day in France and most of the

. battery is down town in a parade. The signal
' detail didn’t have to go as the parade is to be
- only with the guns so we have it all peace
~and quiet here in camp today.

| received two more letters yesterday and
was glad to hear that everything was going
along so nicely. But I'm afraid Ret’s little
romance will end up a tragedy, maybe not.

We've been to some pretty nice
entertainments lately. Besides picture
shows, a group of five (3 ladies 2 men) real
Americans have given two Musical

' f'j [ C e ol ~ comedies. They just about tickled us to

e S i .' : f death. Alittle red headed girl sang a song

= “'-/g"""“’wr e ?""’“f ‘83&"“" @ Ladia 9”””’"9 A about a girl who was so modest she had to
W/dm ?«L:»mtufn : M Wvu‘o&&d. go in a dark place to change her

Ly ot alrd fechilid ww B death. &

?' HELP YOUR COUNTRY BY SAVING. WRITE oN BOTH siDeES OoF THIS PAPE
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George Grimshaw Letter July 14, 1918, side
2.

mind. Some modesty.

_. We are still going to school. Some days we
~ go out firing half the day and to school the
other half so we have to step lively. We have
~ to carry our gas masks everywhere we go
and wear our tin bonnets at all drill
formations se we can get used to them. They
aren’t half as bad as | thought they’d be and
| don’t mind them at all.

Well, there isn’t anything to write about so
will close.

Love to all,

George.
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George Grimshaw Letter August 11, 1918,

ide 1.
“ : m— side
WitH THE COoLORS YMCA

Somewhere in France,
August 11, 1918.

Dear Folks,

I’'ve been waiting for a time when | could
write a letter without being molested but am
 afraid that time isn’t coming so will begin

- now and see what happens.

. We've certainly been kept busy lately,
moving around and making new camps. As

Ray would put it, “Making a new camp
. between every two days.” But believe me
~ we were willing to do it, we were after
~ someone and had to move to keep up with
him. One move of about sixty hours made us
feel pretty tough but we’ve caught up in
- sleep now and are feeling fine.

We still have a pet to take care of and carry
around with us at all times. Coming over on
~ the boat it was a life belt. Now it’s a gas
mask.

HELP YOUR COUNTRY BY SAVING. WRITE ON BOTH sipeEs oF THIS PARER
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George Grimshaw Letter August 11, 1918,

At first we thought they were always in the
way but we’ve changed our minds. After
being in gas a few times one finds that his
mask is his best friend and doesn’t mind
sleeping with his arms around it.

We have many musical entertainments now

~days. The singing of the airplanes and

whistling of shells above and the echo of the

. big field heavies on all sides make it quite
. interesting and quite lively at times, but

when something throws up the dirt in front
of you and something else throws up the dirt
behind you, you feel it more of a pleasure
than task to side-step. However it all helps to
break the monotony.

| sometimes with you could see us when we

"~ deem it necessary to wash, shave, and clean

- up. Often it’s done with only half a cup of

ZL/ It lans..

é {.ﬁalu

"'7" a,u "tu. waw tv.,\,c,a,.,.,,,/

‘WMMMWD W‘é/ ZE; f/iu. (./’(.ALIQ %a/u,«ﬁ,,_m.«

H 3 "‘*‘*MA T

S L e e e e S e L S

%M___._;-_._.

water. But the big event comes when the
Battery has a day to bathe and wash clothes.
The men gather up all the buckets and tin

- cans available, march to the creek, spring,
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George Grimshaw Letter August 11, 1918,

9 ; ey side 3.
WitH THE COLORS YMCA

puddle, or wherever the water is located,

and proceed; throwing water on each other
and having a good time like a bunch of little
kids besides getting ourselves clean. So you

see it’s nothing for a couple of guys to bathe

in a tomato can, and we can wash clothes in
only enough water to make them damp. It's
quite marvelous.

| received the snapshots a few days ago.
They are certainly nice but oh, the sensation
a tired boy gets when he sees you guys in

/

e b canatie T those big rockers out on the grass under the

?_AM,&‘ maz,mw,{mﬁ,/ "~ trees,

Well my mind is going to stray too far away
from here if | don’t lookout and | haven’t
time to allow anything like that. Paper is so
| scarce | ought to fill both sides of this sheet
R but there’s nothing in my

HELP YOUR COUNTRY BY SAVING. WRITE ON BOTH SIDES OF THIS PAPER
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George Grimshaw Letter October 1, 1918,

side 1.

Argonne.
Somewhere in France
Oct. 1, 1918.

Dear Folks,

At first sight you might think I’'m going to be
stingy, writing on such small sheets of paper
but | have plenty of it. It’s Dutch stationary,
how do you like it? They're getting quite
nervy of late, right now while I’'m trying to
write, the dirt, rocks, and shell fragments are
making so much noise on our tin roof that |
can hardly think. But they aren’t putting any-
thing over on us. We have quite a strong

belief that it’s more blessed to give
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George Grimshaw Letter October 1, 1918,
side 3.

had some classy dug-outs with tables and
benches and board floors, board walls,
heavy tin roofs, and doors with glass in. So
when we get chow we go right to our dug-
outs and enjoy eating with our feet under
the table once more.

A guy just brought me seven letters. It sure
seems good to get mail after being without
so long. Two were from you, dated Aug. 22"
and 27" and one from Dolph.
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George Grimshaw Letter October 1, 1918,
side 4.

You spoke about Carlyle being operated on.

7 i, R ‘ ) ‘ That was quite a shock to me. | hope he got
e g - L i along alright. Hope you had that talked-of
Tpah A i g AT P CRRTIT trip. | didn’t give any-body a chance to see
' il ‘ me before | left and | guess you'll have to
" AP i g i run Dolph down to see him. He told me

i about the work he was doing and seems to
o \ | i, At ) { be getting along fine, which sounds very
; good to me.

My that must have been an awful shock to
4 o \ | ‘ the Enoch
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George Grimshaw Letter October 1, 1918,

TIPSR 415 st oY SR AR side 5.

I g people when they heard of Harry’s death. |
-J., 4, 74 # s $et A P . . .
PR 0 ey Voo NA AU just wrote to Lucile a few days ago asking

/ / - . what regiment he belonged to thinking |
! T / i 4 ? & \“ f 5 - 5 4 A . . . .
ULl 6 ] A might see him if | knew. | think you’ve told
‘ ’ me the organizations most of our boys
b 3 £ i) wl
oy ; f belong to but | kept no record and have
b | i i _ forgotten so | wish you’d find out a bunch of
Ul 4 L e ap? AP 4 MR
; 1 them and let me know. I’'m sure | could see,
’ / \ 1 v or find, many of them.
g oW, 1 QI LY
So you saw my...
.',.' ¥
e u
'] 7 4 Tt v'fi" 1 e O
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George Grimshaw Letter November 10,
1918, side 1.

France, Nov. 10, 1918
Dear Folks,

Well | didn’t get to write from our last
position but will try to scribble a line or two
from here. We’ve been here two nights in
mud up to our knees but the sun is shining
beautifully this morning.

You should see the home we have now. It
isn’t like the one | told you about that
leaked. It's a home in the ground about a
foot deep with a pup tent pitched over top.

. But the best part is yet to come. The hole is

about two-thirds filled with rye from a
German rye stack. Believe me this is some
place,
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George Grimshaw Letter November 10,
1918, side 2.

W Vi / ; many barns full and many stacks of German
WVV? (- rye and fall grain is five or six inches high.
W 7/ There’s a little slough out here about a
f m — 7 S s Ay//" hundred yards from our tents and this

LA morning a guy found a dead fish about ten

ZA{(A‘L Q. /4%4 %ﬂ?d inches long, just like we used to have down

/ on the dear old farm, so the guys are out
%/ZI/LA{. W /ﬁium’d/u&@/ : . 8ty
blowing that old slough up from one end to
%/ﬁ/ “/"V ‘évﬂ e Fy T Lo d/"vﬂ( : the other with Boche hand grenades trying
th As ﬂ"l/l/r.»t/ X D) /{MM,‘(/ to blow fish out but they don’t seem to be
/ o having much success.
(_4'/ W %ML W Lo Y m/uu» &
7,
7 /} Ty M E w /LLML_/ é = Nov. 17. Well, I'll try once more to write a

few lines and they tell me we can mention
* names so here goes. The last letter |

7‘14, /%vu_ A aan ﬂ( _a,”(,e/vax&-e/
t‘ /L' 7 - &LQ’,{,‘, ; f’“qj /‘ L{f

4 o L wnAr Z‘; P “k. =1 L] &)
V / v/
AAAT A [ a2/ ) 4
‘j"',‘/{ (O SN e %t e o P, D 2‘6 1) *..'i,' é_ A L)

& 4
& {
(larta) A taew.k t & S 1A
CAan, i Ko rz(:/t 2 A A 2GS
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George Grimshaw Letter November 10,
1918, side 3.

wrote was from Cunal, a little village north
of Verdun. We fought on the Verdun front

. from Sept. 25 till Nov. 10*" and advanced

from a little town of Esnes about six miles
northwest of Verdun to Murvaux where we
fired our last shot on Nov. 10%". On the 8t
we crossed the Meuse at Dun while Old
Glory waved on the highest steeple in town.
Believe me, we were all ready to march to
Berlin but things took a change and at noon
on the 11% the drivers arrived at the guns
with their horses and we pulled out in peace
and quiet. It was quite hard at first to enjoy
our work without stopping now and then to
duck a German shell and for
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. / George Grimshaw Letter November 10,

1918, side 4.
7

.:xf MUM«/\? Al é@"wﬁ/"“? a few nights we took turns at whistling and

banging boards together but we’re getting
Y s w@a/ —érc?,eé!u/v ek feivi

?/07? x 7 ey o On Ete e o But | mustn’t run off at the mouth too much

(At

/ 74 now for | haven’t time. Will try to write again

g A

0\/1,«/(1 C s f /Oz‘b(/df C 47‘?( soon.
: /;j s 7/ Va)f 1/ LA

: a?‘% m/ud“(.um o ARG e e Oceans of love to all,
fﬁUJ \J M«A{Jé/%, ”//Vt,{ Zw,y a George.

Vu’m/& W@,M U2, 0 G.W. Grimshaw

/ 7 /4 - Btry. D. 13" F.A.
_ W Amer. E.F.
sy . D : / : - = France.

used to the quiet now and can sleep pretty
good.

& f %Wj,o,m/‘y
/2 Iota

Page | 37



OUR PAST, THEIR PRESENT
World War |I: Utahns at the Front

,/Ww e MRS M? George Grimshaw Letter November 25,
‘ = ' 1918, side 1.
Hlsv. 28 ) 9/F
72 /
‘,{:L’g AU ; M

f 7,,,44// Somewhere in Old Germany Nov. 25, 1918.
RS A . et
M @cboo/ » 7’)% peoreter
A ;/’L(/fi M 7 | just saw a paper which said, “Write Home

ﬁ/ / / ZLZ/(,{/ M «/&t/ ) to Dad and tell him all you know.” Well, |

don’t know very much but here comes a

f, R M Oj O{,ﬂ‘y‘j little. So far | haven’t given many names nor
/é P

dates but will start at the beginning and tell

/ / / ’
/ you a few places we’ve been.
We landed at Brest on May 31 making eight

' / h V4
b / /
A wut ‘ /&ﬁ A/v/ k ,} W days on the water (some different than

when you crossed.)

' 4 W /} LANE s P rll s,

0L \/// :7 31 ,2/7//1/(

@/ UK@ /Wwé/v(um
U[j(zm -fp/fmam uw/dz/ ?/o«u,
e X
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M George Grimshaw Letter November 25,
a]l / At W Zo/?/M 1918, side 2.
W 1'“/&2. d"@( Pofm/al/\’ul?/b At Brest we stayed for six days in the old

W W /6? Pontanezen Barracks, built by Napoleon,

then we went to Camp de Souge near the

+ m e w\{q,f Ccl/wvf) O{,_ City of Bordeaux. It was at Camp de Souge
L . that | grumbled a great deal about the sand
—~zart/ w ﬂ and heat for we certainly had plenty of it for

73 ﬁ ¢7[ W kN a)/ . { almost two months until July 30 when we
P

left for the front.

On Aug. 1, we hit Chateau Thierry and was
O ?fu,aj M f ‘L‘/& Mmj the first real war ruins and saw an air battle
: which we thought was quite exciting. But we
Aa. m.of W 4—01/&«1/\/1/9 weren’t
S,Wzﬁ/
Vm/f’{’/"ﬂ/ va.zi//} u./éﬂ 3o

A AANL . 4’0’(/

Ctue /{Aw}/W Wﬂ/wmw
At W }/4/[ A A2 7.44(,

Je")’" j /M RIS M—(/‘Ll/mf
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George Grimshaw Letter November 25,
1918, side 3.

quite in the swim yet. We were taken up
behind the lines for a few days and on Aug. 6
started the real fight. After ten days of the
Chateau Thierry front we went to the rear
and were billeted in the little town of Cirey-
les-Mareilles.

On Aug. 29 we left for the St. Mihiel front
and on Sept. 9 took up a position near Rupt.
There was no action on the part of the
enemy so it took about three days for
preparation and at 1 oclock [sic] A.M. of
Sept. 12 the great attack was made. It was
the most wonderful
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/ George Grimshaw Letter November 25,
L / Y4

/ i 7y : ?
calbiy e A A WL-/‘fy attack I've seen but was rather one sided as
only five enemy shells fell near us. The
Lo gl 5
/ i s ? M“O{'/J felh nakars barrage lasted for about six hours without a

RS WNW—jL Vs M/éd /,i,, v pause and it was said that when our

Doughboys went over the top they found

A/U?‘Hf “/‘/)’ 41"‘@ 2 MM/J”‘{/( everything destroyed and the enemy gone.
A But | guess behind the first barrage things
Ao, ;M a/\/\,d( ,(///z/t/‘zi./a/ /Q,&(A,&( g g g

were different for prisoneers [sic] were

t/z—a)[ /wu%bvu otV W/f’fd/n//y - taken by the thousands.

/14)*(/14// 2‘701; J~ ZL / M From the St. Mihiel sector we went to the

f W ,,071') ~ ; d Verdun front and started our last drive on
z/'rf/wW? AR Sept. 26 a little

Ok 4, 1 J

YR AL O At

»fu f%m A

lmw.e; o u/J(;QQ @W
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George Grimshaw Letter November 25,
1918, side 5.

northwest of Verdun. On this front we made
seven advancements, the last on Nov. 8
which brought us across the Meuse River
where we fired our last shot on Nov. 10.

Perhaps you have read in the papers that
our division is one among the few chosen to
occupy German territory until peace is
signed and everything is settled. Well, here
we are but we have a few days yet to hike
before we get to our
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’ M i George Grimshaw Letter November 25,
' Oo—wwjy 1918, side 6.
% /] VA .
WLI/% i O// destiny. The country up here surely looks

good after being among the ruins for so

o
A o M 0~/\~\/ﬁ_l/l/? t/ﬁi long.
o ! /éd‘ Well, | guess that’s enough from my diary.

; May told me about your eyes being bad but |
M Q bw.@ think she greatly modified your condition.
W Now dady [sic] you mustn’t try to do too

i R P % L)&W,ﬁ much wait till your big boys come home
il from the war and I'll try to snap out of my
//’Zr”( . WW dope and make up for some
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George Grimshaw Letter November 25,
1918, side 7.

of my lost time. Take things as easy as you
can and have Mother and the rest do the
same. Hoping you are all well and wishing
you all a Merry Christmas and a Happy New
Year, from

Your loving son
George.

G.W. Grimshaw
Btry. D. 13t F.A.
American E.F.
France.
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Family Letter to George Grimshaw
y December 27, 1918, side 1.

Beaver City Dec 27 1918
4 Mr Geo W Grimshaw

_ _ Dear Son, It gives me great pleasure to pen
) 2 . you a few lines in answer to your much
' desired and long looked for letter. While

some were getting tracers out to locate their
boys, we gave due consideration to the fact
that the armistice was signed 9 days after
your last letter was written, and if you got
through those 9 days all right, then you
would likely have gon [sic] on to Germany
somewhere, as that would be more
reasonable than to get a lot of new hands, at
least it looked so to me and we looked for a
letter each day for weeks, and we began to
weaken a little and think that something
might have caused you to be in the hospital,
we were making Christmas day as pleasant
as possible and had a good dinner. The girls
then went for the mail, and soon returned
with smiling faces saying a letter from

i 2 George, and we soon had a house full
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Family Letter to George Grimshaw
December 27, 1918, side 2.

friends and relatives anxious for the news,
all were gratified to know that all was well
when you wrote, and it made our Christmas
complete and satisfactory, under
circumstance, but will be more so when we
I can hav [sic] you with us. Well George | am
making the best of my condition, can’t do
much, but can see to the chores milk 3 cows
and feed pigs and Lawrence is a great help
he chops the wood, feed the stock and
Randolph was taken to Enoch after about 4
days with us, May will give particular you
have a good cow and heifer just weaned. Ma
gets cross with me because | don’t do
enough. If you get home | can afford to do a
little less Carlyle is enjoying presents from
Santa Clause horses and wagons [sic] galore,
he says he will Honor Geo when he comes
back. Were [sic] all getting along well the flu
has passed us by so far, Lawrence has a cold.
3 ; g Take care of yourself, avoid exposure to
Lant / B / i colds and epidemics and dont [sic] let those
: girls on that side of the big pond get away
7 with you, From Your Affectionate Father
Mother

Duckworth and Mary Jean Grimshaw
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George Grimshaw Letter, February 22, 1919,
sides 1-2.

Buchel, Germany
Feb. 22, 19109.

Dear Folks,

This is such a gloomy old day that | don’t feel
at all in the writing mood but is being my
birthday I'll have to scribble a few lines.

On the 20 our battery went for a little
excursion up the Rhine. We started about 11
A.M. on the little boat Rhinegold and got
back at 4 P.M. The boat has been taken over
by the Y.M.C.A. who furnish good chow
served by Dutch waitresses. They have a
man go along to explain the important
points, which are many. The old ditch is lined
on both sides with castles and ruins.

When we got back to Coblenz we were
turned loose for about four hours but |
didn’t find Grim nor anyone else | knew. But
| don’t see any indications of our moving
very soon so | might get a chance for a
better look sometime. Shep got back
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George Grimshaw Letter February 22, 1919,
sides 3-4.

last night and in his mail was a letter from
Arnold Parkinson. He, Monto Levi, and a
number of others are in Coblenz so we
ought to see some of them.

A few days ago | sent you a map but it had
so many lines on already that | couldn’t mark
out our route so will give you a few names
to look for. Chateau Thierry isn’t on there so
I'll begin at Cirey-les-Mareilles where we
were billeted for a rest after the Chateau
Thierry fight.

We left Cirey the last of August for the St.
Mihiel front and stopped at the following
places: Joinville, Eurville, Bar-de-Duc,
Vaubecourt, Souilly, pulled into positionnear
Rupt between St. Mihiel and Verdun, and
made the attack at 1 A.M Sept. 12, From
there to Ancemont, Blercourt, started
another drive at Esnes on the morning of
Sept. 26, passed Hill 304, to Haucourt,
Malancourt, in woods near Sept Sarges,
Nantillois, Cunal, Doulcon, and fired our last
shot from Murvaux on Nov. 10,
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George Grimshaw Letter February 22, 1919,
sides 5-6.

On Nov. 11t we took a backward course to
Bantheville, Avocourt, Senoucourt,
Pierrefitte, to Commercy then came our
march to Germany. From Connercy to Essey
Maizerais, Jarny, Joeuf, Ebinged, Garsch,
Borg, Beurig, Oberzerf, Waldweiler,
Hermeskeil, Morbach, Neiderweiler, Wurich,
Bullay, and Buchel. But the last few places
aren’t on the map. I'll try to get a better one
some time.

I’'m sending you an Army of Occupation
insignia in this letter, if it gets by. What do
you think of it?

There’s nothing going on to write about so
will close. Give everybody my best.

Oceans of love
George.
G.W. Grimshaw Btry. D. 13t F.A. 4% Div.

American E.F.

Censor added — A.P.0.746.
0.K.
Lieut. 13t F.A.
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George Grimshaw Letter May 22, 1919, sides
4-5. Ahweiler, Germany.

We also learned that the orders regarding
our leaving were changed and we are again
transferred to the A.O. to wait till the
Squareheads get ready to sign peace. It
seems like they’re giving them a h— of a
long time to decide what they want to do.
It’s the (S.0.S.) “We’'ll give you a little
longer” the same as it used to be, “We’ll give
you another chance” or, “We’ll let you sink
one more ship.

Well, although sticking around here is
getting rather tiresome, I'm a believer in
preparedness so am willing to stay here just
a little longer to be prepared to blow them
sky high if they don’t kick through. So | wont
[sic] be home by the fourth of July as |
expected but think I'll be there soon after
that.
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Maud Fitch photograph, October Maud Fitch photograph undated. Maud Fitch photograph undated.
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France.
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“Utah Girl Given French Cross for Saving

—

- Wounded,” Salt Lake Herald, April 23, 1919.

Uta-h GiII Givcﬂ Tgtzlfiss;/g/gjwspapers.Iib.utah.edu/details?id=
French Cross for
SEViﬂg wuu ﬂdEﬂ | Miss Maude [sic] Fitch of Eureka arrived in
- "

New York yesterday wearing the ribbon of

= the French war cross, which she won last

188 MAUDE TITOH of August by driving an ambulance for forty-

Eureks armrived in New eight hours under fire, carrying wounded
ﬁfm't yvesterday wearing ths i during the advance of the French Sixth army
ribbon of the French war CTOSS, | at Compeigne.
d :ﬂhﬁz"ﬂ xgﬂl:::tl:u fer fﬂtt;'!- Miss Fitch was met at the pier when the
. :iﬂ'h'.'i hairg onder ﬂ_-“._r CATTYing White Star steamship Adriatic arrived from
mndt& dﬂﬂ-ﬂl thea mlﬂ-ﬁ of Liverpool by her parents, Mr. and Mrs.
the French Sixth army at Co=- Walter Fitch. She sailed for France in March,
ill]ﬂ.- 1918, and joined the Hackett Lowther
! “Miss Fitch was met at the | ambulance unit, which was assigned to
. .| pier when the Whits Star || service with the French army.

steamship Adriatic arrived frem |
Liverpool by her parents Mr,

Miss Fitch was one of six Hackett Lowther

md Nra. "Walter Fiteh. Eh-l: i unit drivers decorated for bravery by the
sailed for Fracce im Mareh, | commanding officer of the army to which
1918, and joloed the Hackeit they were attached.

I { AN — “Iﬂt' 'hﬂi In New York yesterday she declined to tell

was Aassigned to scTVICa with
the French army. .

Miss Fitch was one of six
Hackett Lowther unit drivers | cross
decorated for bravery by the | '
| commanding officer of the army |
to which thay were attached | ’

In New York ¥esterday she |
declined to tell reporters whas |
| | met the steamship the detailts |
|| of her services at the frest s
the circumstances ubnder whic’,
she won the cross.

reporters who met the steamship the details
of her services at the front or the
circumstances under which she won the
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ORKING nlght and day, inklng
only minutes for sleep and see-
ands  for refreshements.  Miss
?!nmta Flich, Eurekn girl, wall

: inown in Bolt Lake, 8 experi=

encing adventures of & most thrilling

character back of the buttla line In
nﬁnf‘ﬁt.ﬁ:'nngl'"u"”ﬂ"'" wonuki ks driving an

- gilﬁ!nﬁhdmll::r;m to & division under
All=s teh, who {8 the daughter of

Waller Fiteh, Sr, & mining mun of  Eu-

reki, onlisted for ambulanes servics lnst

Murch, and sinee taking up Lhe work

gf.u!lmfllfq'.:'t;t:irllllhw‘! withdme French cross

Iy a

!r?’n.t. ¥ an ./].-rnw:ly at the

unes B4 sha wrote relutlves at length

telling of dpy and pight cxperiences E‘n-
countored i the epiration of her ambi-
Iance mochine, This letter depicts the
horrers attending modern warfare, ples
lmj‘lm: in hloody detall the tremendous
daily wastage of human fesh through the
carnags of baitle. She tells of tedicus
And exeltlng Sourneys  with an ambu-
lance  Alled  with  pereaming, delirious,
wrktded sofdiers. “Thoa men got delir-
ous and  screamcd  amd  greaned and
monned until T thought 1 should lese m
Mitle remaining brain power,” Miss Flte
gays, lolllng of a partiealarly bad night
diring the progress of o bl battle,
through which  she worked Incesssntly
without rest, "The leiter, as camplete as
censorship permits, follows:

Miss Fitch's Letter.

We've moved aboul a0 Ut I've
himd nome of your o dear, lopged-for
letters for & weok; porhaps It's not
i wesk, for T've le=s idea of time now
than ever. T g0 back  te June &
i By oot M LR o AL

or [o ¥ o
lack of slesp and food,

On that day at noon I wenl on my
24-hour duty evaruating B' hospital in
front of the advpneing Hong o Got
bk the next day ot %, having
lunched, and dined and breakfasted on
bread and fam: worked on my cAr un-
£l dinner; rushed in to wash at the
first gong, nmed ot the second, just as
1 wes about fo =it at  the table,
throe of us gob rushed off agein on
OUr cars on AN emergancy call, 1 took
the worst blesses ever have had
ang ever Lopa te have again on 10
another hospltal About twenty kilo-
meters off, [ can’t ewen think of the
trip going, it was =0 ghastly, 1 8
corilng back 1 losi my way and tha
excitement of that In the dark set my
mind m;-aa?m from Its utter state
of Iassiteds, msksdl two French of-

, Neers At — where T was and one
sald his bureau was back In & wvii-
Inge where I could gat onte the right
rord so that ho would go along with
me. At Bba invited me Inio

hfa bursan to gel directions and 1

would  have Thesn Aamazed ot

scane—thres dogs on  his hed, that
sprang at me gt once, and five olhar
officars scrambiing aftar them; then
saven of us

only one £
golng finally to expsriénce the most
wonderful acems tha road, A To=-
| nnd  so sllently
horses marched along tha
vongestid road It ssemed  unreal,
ghoatly,  Great, tremendons  guns

UTAH GIRL TELLS OF LIFE |
BACK OF THE BATTLE LINE

Miss Maude Fitch of Eureka, in Service With Am-
bulance Unit, Graphically Describes Her
Experiences; Wins Decoration for
Brave Conduct.

hlesse gob delitlou=s nnd Eoreamed and
Eroaned] and moaned until 1 theought
1 ‘mhould Joza my Hhitla remos T3
braln power. 1 had 1o go the whols
dlstance on botbom gear, and 1 took
me fAve hours,  and, w wine 1ha
worst of I found mysell golng to
slesp 6wl wheel, absal v loding
consciousness for whole secolds o
time, so that thros times [ had o
get out and wash my face In thoe wet
grass. Then T hod the mosi extruors
dinary halluclations, such as an lm-
mensa hand ihat reached out from &
passing car, and I faund myeedf lurch-
|ng  pideways S0 aa wobk bo hit the
fngarg. Then another time a man
Aoated mhead of me In & horlzontal
position, face down; =0 this made me
laugh, amd I got outl again  and
washed my face. Prycholagleally, 1
should ks to Know what was wrong
with me that nkght. Could I have
raally been dreaming with my eyes
open? As a ellmax, a sweat lttle
cliimax, while T walted for about nfcy
camlons to pags, one lurched ot and
caught my front wheel, amd i the
traffie man had nol shouated at the
wp of hia lungs he would have
drugged me over, aml good-hy Lo the
bilemsies; could have jumped easlly,
A man with & pipe thing helped me
stealghten It enough b0 get on, and
I could not even thank him; 1 was =o
afrald my wvoloe would tremble, and
Imagine A& dilver in the wir zone near
in tears; A, ¢'esal droll, n'est pasl
Aftor petting on, I reallzed the acel-
dent was really heavan-sent, as it
woke me ub completely, or [ think
enmathing worse, and of my own do-
ing, would have happened.

I got ‘Intp —— gt G230,
dir tlae blesse, pnd went to the
hatel, whara, altér pulling off my belt,
tunic and shoes, I crawled into bed
with Sarah, and ] assura you no mora
puerprlsed perscn eathed than sha
when sha woke up, as 1 crawled In
unihble to glve her an sxplanation, as
I wag off In' a mecond. At B o'clock
I had a real breakfast of haney and
coffes. and Burah deparied for Bean-
vils, where sheo s going 0 nurse, I
cleanad my very much soobed plugs
and got back an my bent mxle, which
took moma slight muscle to guide, just
as the household were departing for
a place In the forest, bag and bag-
Eage; turned aroand #nd jsl;lnm! therm,
apent the afternoon golng back for
leftovers, water tins, ate, Had dinner
at B, for which, by the way, 1 was
not at mll hungry; bed under the
Lrees, in miv heavenly bedroll nt LH:20,
afier & dellzions spongs bohind a toes
In"the dark in my 12x12 tin baain.

On Gunga's Birthday.

Tha next morning. Gunga's birth-
day—mo, that was the day befors wa
cams  hare o this big chateau at
—————ee, Wwhira oUF tars are cimou-
fla in one of the enchanting littls
nlles, Wa were glven roonm In the
mervants” quariers, which wers loo
Blitfty for ma, o I pitched my bed
nnder the trees o a wood, alongslde
my car, #nd Salvage amd Rogers

ned ma—two awfully nlos English
girlse. We had a wonderful night's
slea], and, us my car's axle |s at Lhe
forge now, I am having a day off and
am writing thig on the edga of my
'Im'd, perfectly ﬂ.l_steld aAnd peicefil,

would Ioom up sodden
men; then a m of
rying the houosehold goode of soma
rafllgees; More CANRON, mora men, In
a mever-onding line clear back to tha
chatea: 1 wns helping in evaocuate.
When T got therd at 12:15, I belng An
“ewirn,” Miza . ordersd me home for

g, 85 1 had besn up since  tha
moming before; but 1 no S00nar got
back at our chateau when the nows
cama for us all to evacuate ourselves
and  our luggage;

gh C——— and
over the bridge, whern the shells feil
with intarvals of fve minutes be-
twaen.

A Grand Reunion.

Tt wng not so exciting &E the FH0ED)-

. as they kept us walting until
about 0, whin ———— ngnin
changed her mind, and we were or-
o Gime apiat a0 fulllsly? At 13

me spant so. futllely

In on 24-hour duty.
take my bleases

o'oleck T was a
This time I %
m " jll'-'r!llstllIltsfnmtel-ﬂ Aftar leave

=ELVED s e
Ing iham &t tal, 1 stopped
at & ltthe shop and had my dinner,
two e of dellclous chocolats, at
# o'clock. T nlso did some longed-for

to
rowd Lo

Cunningham. It
union, and I stopped long enough to
have a fag with her. Golng back a
shorter woay the ate aftermoon mads
evervihing  so sbmolutely  exqgulsita
that T forgol all my depreasion of tha
iwo nights preceding and only wanl-
el you all to meke things really per-
fect, mnd io onjoy the ma of Lhe
three villames 1 phased through, with
upbrea T“klﬂf,ébf,lf whareabouts Jong
bafora [ redcl BTH).

Back ai the evicuated hespltal T fall
into great Inck—was ordered up this
Uime to fetch blesse. My first chanca
simee the night T wrote ¥ou aof; In
fact, none of us has got 1t since. It
was only & very few miles, hut every
inch was mn pitture never to fors
gotten. This time there was nothing
But cavalry coming me, and
thelr bropzel foces sbove the faded
Llua of their uniforms, with the set-
ting sun glinting on thelr helmets,
gave ma the most Indescribalde feel-
ing of elation. It may have been part
of & retrent and it may not; neither
spapte. to mattor; one only gthought
boche be hanged; they have got thelr
ploce i tha sun And ther'll keéep It
That pleture was all (b nesdod to dfs-
pel the fArst bit of passimlsm—dark
peesimism at that-—that had erept inte
my  heart from the night wafore,
When 1 gol to — it wae
nwhilly funty. Our Medicine Chisf
came put and made me put on my tin
| hat; then, when am obus fell [mlles
off, T'm muret, ha jumped In with me,
snting: “Malntenant allez—allaz-vite——
vite" B0, accomdingty, 1 made old
Pippa Passes live up to her nare, ani
when wa got lo the place he drapzed
ma lnto the court and made me walt
th while tha orderiles put my
w 1led In: then, when T went to gél
out, he excitedly heid ma hack untll

the next obua fell, though I expostu-
latad vislently with my five French
words that it was batier I ghoukd e
off Instead of leaving the poor Hlagsn

cut thete; but mo, il rmut qua fattend,

the poor blezpe secme (o malter not

at all In sunny Franca, and whan the
shat fell he “Now for the patit
pont; wou huve got flve minotes X
wanted to scronm with laughing. Tt
was &l B0 ulterly abmrd: not a plece
of shrapnel f#ll near us

A Tryinz Experience.

I ngaln pasked the cav
time, Instend of just gnpin
prize at secing & Eirl
% ooy "
chance™ and ' Houna cournges
Tt was all wvery
trip—whew! T sha
Iv a8 my back and %
v Thres couchars for —— v
e el wore fllled wp and a&r-
— - the sarme

1
r it guick-
e 10 think

I never wnos tha lekst bit tired and
really did not féel even sleepy, though
my eves dil do fuch funny things. Wa

grand naws et night. that wa
had at last lunded post Becoirs
work, and the unit started op It this
morning. Head went as a second and
T shall hear all about |t tomorrow, as
they slay out thers in the - dogout
twonty-Tfour hours, for some unknpown

reRson.

1 do hope you get a1l my 1ettars and
that they are not too censored. [ try
to stay withim bounds, bul it Is hard
to tell what they are apt to sbiect to.
Last nl from fron

&
18 WAR

elght Kllometers from® Complegne in-
stead of the flve they were at when
wa left, It was fearful watching the
d‘ﬂy demolishing of tha lovely elty,
L churches wrecked, and whole
rows of houses gradually coming down
under the bombardment and the

Au ravolr, my darlings, Auch as I
fove you. T sould net glve uf o mo-
mant of thig to go back, and you ara
pll 5o odornbls to heve let me come,

Complete transcription next page.
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“Utah Girl Tells of Life Back of the Battle Line,” Salt Lake Tribune, July, 27, 1918.

https://newspapers.lib.utah.edu/details?id=14962257&facet paper=%22Salt+Lake+Tribune%22&qg=Maude+Fitch&rows
=50&s ort=rel&date tdt=%5B+1917-01-01TO0%3A00%3A00Z+TO+1920-12-31T00%3A00%3A00Z+%5D

Key:

e Blesse (French) = injured person

o Blesses (French) = wounded people

e Secours (French) = help

e Boche (Older French Slang) = A disparaging and offensive term used to refer to a German, especially a German
soldier in World War | or Il.

= word blacked out by censors.

UTAH GIRL TELLS OF LIFE BACK OF THE BATTLE LINE
Miss Fitch’s Letter.

We've moved about so that I've had none of your dear, longed-for letters for a week; perhaps it’s not a week, for I've
less idea of time now than ever. I'll go back to June 9 now, as since then it has been fairly hectic from a matter
principally of lack of sleep and food.

On that day at noon | went on my 24-hour duty evacuating a hospital in front of the advancing Huns. Got back the next
day at 2, having lunched and dined and breakfasted on bread and jam; worked on my car until dinner; rushed in to wash
at the first gong, and at the second, just as | was about to sit at the table, three of us got rushed of again on our cars on
an emergency call. | took the worst blesses | ever have had and ever hope to have again on to another hospital about
twenty kilometers off. | can’t even think of the trip going, it was so ghastly, but coming back | lost my way and the
excitement of that in the dark set my mind going again from its utter state of lassitude. | asked two French officers at —
— where | was and one said his bureau was back in a village where | could get onto the right road so that he would go
along with me. At he invited me into his bureau to get directions and you would have been amazed at the scene -
——three dogs on his bed, that sprang at me at once, and five other officers scrambling after them; then seven of us
peering over a road map quiet indistinct in the sputtering flare of only one little candle. | got going finally to experience
the most wonderful scene on the road, a retreat, most orderly and so silently the men and horses marched along the
congested road it seemed unreal, ghostly. Great, tremendous guns would loom up suddenly alongside of men; then a
team of white oxen carrying the household goods of some refugees; more cannon, more men, in a never-ending line
clear back to the chateau | was helping to evacuate. When | got there at 12:15, | being an “extra,” Miss L. ordered me
home for sleep, as | had been up since the morning before; but | no sooner got back at our chateau when the news came
for us all to evacuate ourselves and our luggage; that meant three hours’ steady packing, carrying out to our cars of all
our own luggage as well as that belonging to the six on duty, and at 3 o’clock one car at a time dashed through C
and over the bridge, where the shells fell with intervals of five minutes between.

A Grand Reunion.

It was not so exciting at the hospital, as they kept us waiting until about 9, when again changed her mind, and we
were ordered back again. Did you ever hear of time spent so futilely? At 12 o’clock | was again on 24-hour duty. This
time | had to take my blesses over a fearful road to , forty-seven kilometers. After leaving them at the hospital, |
stopped at a little shop and had my dinner, two cups of delicious chocolate, at 3 o’clock. | also did some longed-for
shopping of monkey wrenched, etc., as the shops have been closed in C for a long time. As | was changing a spark
plug in front of the hotel, who should yell out of her bedroom window at me by Sarah Cunningham. It was a grand
reunion, and | stopped ling enough to have a fag with her. Going back a shorter way the late afternoon made everything
so absolutely exquisite that | forgot all my depression of the two nights preceding and only wanted you all to make
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things really perfect, and to enjoy the gems of the three villages | passed through, with spires marking their whereabouts
long before | reached them.

Back at the evacuated hospital | fell into great luck was ordered up this time to fetch blesse. My first chance since
the night | wrote you of; in fact, none of us had got it since. It was only a very few miles, but every inch was a picture
never to be forgotten. This time there was nothing but cavalry coming toward me, and their bronzed faces above the
faded blue of their uniforms, with the setting sun glinting on their helmets, gave me the most indescribable feeling of
elation. It may have been part of a retreat and it may not; neither seems to matter; one only thought boche be hanged;
they have got their place in the sun and they’ll keep it. That picture was all it needed to dispel the first bit of pessimism
dark pessimism at that B that had crept into my heart from the night before. When | got to it was awfully funny.
Our Medicine Chief came out and made me put on my tin hat; then, wen and obus fell (miles off, I’'m sure), he jumped in
with me, saying: “Maintenant allez — allez-vite — vite.” So, accordingly, | made old Pippa Passes live up to her name, and
when we got to the place he dragged me into the court and made me wait there while the orderlies put my wounded in;
then, when | went to get out, he excitedly help me back until the next obus fell, though | expostulated violently with my
five French words that it was better | should be off instead of leaving the poor blesse out there; but no, il faut que
j’attend, the poor blesse seems to matter not at all in sunny France, and when the shot hell he called: “Now for the petit
pont; you have got five minutes.” | wanted to scream with laughing. It was all so utterly absurd; not a piece of shrapnel
fell near us.

A Trying Experience.

| again passed the cavalry, who this time, instead of just gaping with surprise at seeing a girl that side of C , shouted
all sorts of “Bonne chance” and “Bonne courages” at me. It was all very nice, but the next trip — whew! | shall go over it
quickly as my back and brain ache to think of it. Three couchers for , where they were filled up and ordered me on
to , the same place of the early afternoon, which again necessitated going the long way, forty-seven kilometers
off. The blesse got delirious and screamed and groaned and moaned until | thought | should lose my little remaining
brain power. | had to go the whole distance on bottom gear, and it took me five hours, and, what was the worst of all, |
found myself going to sleep at the wheel, absolutely losing consciousness for whole seconds at a time, so that three
times | had to get out and wash my face in the wet grass. Then | had the most extraordinary hallucinations, such as an
immense hand that reached out from a passing car, and | found myself lurching sideways so as not to hit the fingers.
Then another time a man floated ahead of me in a horizontal position, face down; so this made me laugh, and | got out
again and washed my face. Psychologically, | should like to know what was wrong with me that night. Could | have really
been dreaming with my eyes open? As a climax, a sweet little climax, while | waited for about fifty camions to pass, one
lurched out and caught my front wheel, and if the traffic man had not shouted at the top of his lungs he would have
dragged me over, and good-by [sic] to the blesses; | could have jumped easily. A man with a pipe thing helped me
straighten it enough to get on, and | could not even thank him; | was so afraid my voice would tremble, and imagine a
driver in the war zone near to tears! Ca, c’est droll, n’est pas! After getting on, | realized the accident was really heaven-
sent, as it woke me up completely, or | think something worse, and of my own doing, could have happened.

| got into at 5:30, dumped the blesse, and went to the hotel, where, after pulling off my belt, tunic and shoes, |
crawled into bed with Sarah, and | assure you no more surprised person breathed than she when she woke up, as |
crawled in unable to give her an explanation, as | was off in a second. At 8 o’clock | had a real breakfast of honey and
coffee, and Sarah departed for Beauvais, where she is going to nurse. | cleaned my very much sooted plugs and got back
on my bent axle, which took some slight muscle to guide, just as the household were departing for a place in the forest,
bag and baggage; turned around and joined them, spent the afternoon going back for leftovers, water ins, etc. Had
dinner at 8, for which, by the way, | was not at all hungry; bed under the trees, in my heavenly bedroll at 10:30, after a
delicious sponge behind a tree in the dark in my 12x12 in basin.
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On Gunga’s Birthday.

The next morning, Gunga’s birthday — no, that was the day before we came here to this big chateau at , where our
cars are camoufle in one of the enchanting little alles. We were given rooms in the servants’ quarters, which were too
stuffy for me, so | pitched my bed under the trees in a wood, alongside my car, and Salvage and Rogers joined me — two
awfully nice English girls. We had a wonderful night’s sleep, and, as my car’s axle is at the forge now, | am having a day
off and am writing this on the edge of my bed, perfectly rested and peaceful.

| never was the least bit tired and really did not feel even sleepy, though my eyes did do such funny things. We had
grand news last night, that we had at last landed post de secours work, and the unit started on it his morning. Read went
as a second and | shall hear all about it tomorrow, as they stay out there in the dugout twenty-four hours, for some
unknown reason.

| do hope you get all my letters and that they are not too censored. | try to stay within bounds, but it is hard to tell what
they are apt to object to. Last night’s news from the front was the first real encouraging news we have had, the boche
having been driven back to between seven and eight kilometers from Compiegne instead of the five they were at when
we left. It was fearful watching the daily demolishing of the lovely city, two churches wrecked, and whole rows of houses
gradually coming down under the bombardment and the bombs.

Au revoir, my darlings. Much as | love you, | could not give up a moment of this to go back, and you are all so adorable to
have let me come.
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Miss Fitch Relates Her

Experiences On Battlefield!

This week we are able to pu‘blishl
another of those interesting letters
from Miss Maude Fiteh of Hureka
who is a member of the Hackett
Lowther ambulance unit in France
Miss Fitch has had many wonderful
experiences as she was periorming|
gallant work when the Germans'
were driving the French and English!
soldiers back toward Paris and then
she has had the pleasure of wlit
nessing the wonderful offensive of,
the allied troops which turned thai
tide of battle and brought crushlng|
defeat to the German arms (One of)|
her letters reads as follows

France August 30

the wonder of the Jast three days
We have been attached to two differ
ent American ambulance sections
advancing with them on the very
heels of the reireating hoche |
through miles and miles of devastat .,
ed country that Jooks like the pic
tures in that old red volume we
pored pver as children of Dantes In
ferno of thg lost souls peering out
of trees all twisted ahout in leaflegs
agony ©On the top of one hill there
ia not even @ branch left much less
a lgaf Here one of the worst hand|
fights of {he idvance teck place J

September 2 After starting thils,
to you at the most advanced post Il
have been to there hag been so much,
work aver since I could not get hack’
io it

1 have already got used to the de
pressing country we drive through

I i

old abandoned abre where blesses

I could never describe adeguatlely|’

especlally as the beche dead have now
been burled and most of the mam
moth shell holes filled in  There
are still & few rather objectionable
dead horses lylng about but I qulle
shamelessly tle a handkerchle
arocund my nose through these dis
tricts The first day in pasing on a
narrow road a line of big camions
my hind wheels slipped Inio a shell
hole and I stalled my motor right in
the center of a pocl of blood where laugh in the old dear s face and fin
ithrea horses had been killed thaJaI]_y succeeded In explaining that one
gntght before by a bomb dropped on never returns even if one Is only a
ithe soup kitchen they had beer driv 4. oo Kis fears put at rest he

Return? sald I What for?
Because the rogd will be very
mueh bombed and it Is not good for

ling and the horror of {{ was the en

gine was so hot that I had to slide!
laround in the blood for fully flve JUst sent him where we Wers to move,

minutes hefore the dashed thing o i
would go! ¢ We loaded up old Pippa Paﬂsest

Tlunket and I had an awrully"nith all the appurtenances of thec1
amusing tlme here the other day Groupe Dronchardieres Divisionaires
August 29 the day we took Noyon and steamed off with all of them
We had been sent up the night be When we arrived at the cana) he told
fure to a falrly advanced post where me to turn to the left which I In
the rr!edicin was just leaving with "'n!fermed him wes wrong according to
his aides so we Installed oursel\l;es; the plan Ha grinned and I drove to
as usual on the floor of his abr the right where he made me stop at

i1
and were Just golng to sleep when Bois d Acacla indicated by the col

the new medicin and his gtatf ar 2
‘il'r:l:ed onel for the new poste here he and

\ His amazement Knsw no bqundglhis staff took eut thelr plans and
when he glimpsed two dames asleep pored over them uantil I got very ner
on the floor of his abrl He did not vous as it waa almost 6 ¢'elock and
even Wnow that dames drove at the the order read that we were to be In
/ {front so at 2 aclock In the morning gialled by 6
he woke us up saying 1 suggested to Plunkett that ‘0\-9}
‘| . We just had orders to attack for get into the car and find the place.
i :\e??:t;rtns so Madames you had bet . orvey which T knew must be an|

straps for us made them empty thelr

vou to be out in such Madamolselle |
Of course at this we could not but-

lshowed us the plan the colonel had[
|

could be carried for firet atd And pockets of cigarettes and tobacco
sure enough about a kilometer down which he gave us ot this last kind
my western eye for tralls detected ness I could feel my face getting
one golng Into the woods which 1 scarlet as they were auch & miser
investizgated and found to be the in able unhappy underfed lot
dicated spot 1 would have preferred to-leave
The medleln chief neerly died them thelr smokes Ilowever when
when I went back for him and sald |I passed them on to some flerce
Mademoiselle vous avez | habitude looking Zouaves and saw their faces
pour la guerre plus gque mol! In break into grins 1 was well compen
fact he was so amused that he sent sated As for boche helmets for
|another reserve car off with the first souvenirs 1 can pick them up, at
blesses and kept us on to move him every turning 5o shall walt to €0l
up agaln to a still more advanced lect them as they are rather cum
|poste & second order having come In bersome baggage io have about
(the meantime When we got back to the chateau
This was more thrilling this tim3 that nlght at 11 o clock we had been
_am the prisoners nad started coming gone thirty six hours instead of
{in and the medicin chiet stopped one twenty four and the section had lost
lot took a pleture of them iben pro jrack of ng in the many moves
ceeded to cut off their shoulder MAUD FITCH

- Complete transcription next page.
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“Miss Fitch Related Her Experiences on the Battlefield,” Eureka Reporter, October 25, 1918.

https://newspapers.lib.utah.edu/details?id=3104190&facet paper=%22Eureka+Reporter®%22&qg=Maude+Fitch&rows=5
0&sor t=rel&date tdt=%5B+1917-01-01TO00%3A00%3A00Z+TO+1920-12-31TO00%3A00%3A00Z+%5D

Key:

e There was no punctuation used in the article as printed in the Eureka Reporter, although we can assume that Fitch
used punctuation in the letter she sent.

e Abri (French) = shelter

e Medicin (medecin, French) = doctor

e Madames (French) = Madam

e Madamoiselle (French) = Miss

Miss Fitch Related Her Experiences on Battlefield

This week we are able to publish another of those interesting letters from Miss Maude [sic] Fitch of Eureka who is a
member of the Hackett Lowther ambulance unit in France Miss Fitch has had many wonderful experiences as she was
performing gallant work when the Germans were driving the French and English soldiers back toward Paris and then she
has had the pleasure of witnessing the wonderful offensive of the allied troops which turned the tide of battle and
brought crushing defeat to the German arms One of her letters reads as follows

France August 30

| could never describe adequately the wonder of the last three days We have been attached to two different American
ambulance sections advancing with them on the very eels of the retreating boche through miles and miles of devastated
country that looks like the pictures in that old red volume we pored over as children of Dante s Inferno of the lost souls
peering out of trees all twisted about in leafless agony On the top of one hill there is not even a branch left much less a
leaf Here one of the worst hand fights of the advance took place

September 2 After starting this to you at the most advanced post | have been to there has been so much work ever
since | could not get back to it

| have already got used to the depressing country we drive thorough especially as the boche dead have now been buried
and most of the mammoth shell holes filled in There are still a few rather objectionable dead horses lying about but |
quite shamelessly tie a handkerchie[f] around my nose through these districts The first day in pas[s]ing on a narrow road
a line of big camions my hind wheaels slipped into a shell hole and | stalled my motor right in the center of a pool of blood
where three horses had been killed the night before by a bomb dropped on the soup kitchen they had been driving and
the horror of it was the engine was so hot that | had to slide around in the blood for fully five minutes before the dashed
thing would go’

Plunket and | had an awfully amusing time here the other day August 29 the day we took Noyon We had been sent up
the night before to a fairly advanced post where the medicin was just leaving with all his aides so we installed ourselves
as usual on the floor of his abri and were just going to sleep when the new medicin and his staff arrived

His amazement knew no bounds when he glimpsed two dames asleep on the floor of his abri He did not even know that
dames drove at the front so at 2 o clock in the morning he work us up saying

We just had orders to attack for Noyon at 6 so Madames you had better return Return? Said | What for?
Because the road will be very much bombed out and it is not good for you to be out in such Madamoiselle

Of course at this we could not but laugh in the old dear s face and finally succeeded in explaining that one never returns
even if one is only a dame so his fears put at rest he showed us the plan the colonel had just sent him where we were to
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move on

We loaded up old Pippa Passes with all the appurtenances of the Groupe Bronchardieres Divisionaires and steamed off
with all of them When we arrived at the canal he told me to turn to the left which | informed him was wrong according
to the plan He grinned and | drove to the right where he made me stop at a Bois d Acacia indicated by the colonel for the
new poste here he and his staff took out their plans and pored over them until | got very nervous as it was almost 6
o’clock and the order read that we were to be installed by 6

| suggested to Plunkett that we get into the car and find the place ourselves which | knew must be an old abandoned
abri where blesses could be carried for first aid And sure enough about a kilometer down my western eye for trails
detected one going into the woods which | investigated and found to be the indicated spot.

The medicin chief nearly died when | went back for him and said Mademoiselle vous avez | habitude plus la guerre plus
gue moi [you’re used to war more than me] In fact he was so amused that he sent another reserve car off with the first
blesses and kept us on to move him up again to a still more advanced poste a second order having come in the
meantime

This was more thrilling this time as the prisoners had started coming in and the medicin chief stopped one lot took a
picture of them then proceeded to cut off their shoulder straps for us made them empty their pockets of cigarettes and
tobacco which he gave us at this last kindness | could feel my face getting scarlet as they were such a miserable unhappy
underfed lot

| would have preferred to leave them their smokes However when | passed them on to some fierce looking Zouaves and
saw their faces break into grins | was well compensated As for boche helmets for souvenirs | can pick them up at every
turning so shall wait to collect them and they are rather cumbersome baggage to have about

When we got back to the chateau that night at 11 o clock we had been gone thirty six hours instead of twenty four and
the section had lost track of us in the many moves

MAUD FITCH
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