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______________________________________________________________________________ 

4. National Park Service Certification  
 I hereby certify that this property is:  
       entered in the National Register  
       determined eligible for the National Register  
       determined not eligible for the National Register  
       removed from the National Register  
       other (explain:)  _____________________                                                                          

 
                     
______________________________________________________________________   
Signature of the Keeper   Date of Action 

____________________________________________________________________________ 
5. Classification 

 Ownership of Property 
 (Check as many boxes as apply.) 

Private:  
 

 Public – Local 
 

 Public – State  
 

 Public – Federal  
 

 
 Category of Property 
 (Check only one box.) 

 
 Building(s) 

 
 District  

 
 Site 

 
 Structure  

 
 Object  

X
  
 
  

 
  

 
  

X
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 Number of Resources within Property 
 (Do not include previously listed resources in the count) 
              

Contributing   Noncontributing 
           4                           3           buildings 

 
                                                      sites 
 
                                         2           structures  
 
                                                      objects 
 
           4                            5            Total 

 
 
 Number of contributing resources previously listed in the National Register     N/A            
 
__________________________________________________________________________ 

6. Function or Use  
Historic Functions 
(Enter categories from instructions.) 

 
   DOMESTIC: single dwelling      
   DOMESTIC: multiple dwelling   

 
Current Functions 
(Enter categories from instructions.) 

 
   DOMESTIC: single dwelling     
                                                     
   

 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 

7. Description  
 

 Architectural Classification  
 (Enter categories from instructions.) 
 
   LATE VICTORIAN:                
   Victorian Eclectic                   
                                                  
  

 



 
 
United States Department of the Interior  
National Park Service / National Register of Historic Places Registration Form  
NPS Form 10-900     OMB No. 1024-0018      
 
Nielsen-Sanderson House  Salt Lake County, Utah 
Name of Property           County and State 

Section 7  page 4 
 

 
Materials: (Enter categories from instructions.) 

 
Principal exterior materials of the property:        BRICK, STONE, CONCRETE, WOOD     
 

 
Narrative Description 
(Describe the historic and current physical appearance and condition of the property.  Describe contributing and 
noncontributing resources if applicable. Begin with a summary paragraph that briefly describes the general 
characteristics of the property, such as its location, type, style, method of construction, setting, size, and significant 
features. Indicate whether the property has historic integrity.)   
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
Summary Paragraph 
 
The Nielsen-Sanderson House is a 2½-story brick Victorian Eclectic residence built in 1898.  The property 
is located at 12758 S. Fort Street (950 East) in Draper, Utah.  The Nielsen-Sanderson House is an elaborate 
Victorian Eclectic mansion with an unusual variation of the central-block-with-projecting-bays floor plan.  
The house sits on a granite foundation with a contrasting stringcourse and sills.  The walls are red and 
yellow brick masonry.  The façade is symmetrical with two octagonal projecting bays with simple gable 
roofs.  The recessed front entrance features elaborate Victorian and Eastlake-influenced woodwork and the 
gable trim has a latticework screen and shingles.  The floor plan is roughly square with four rooms 
arranged around a central foyer and staircase. 
 
In 1926, the house was remodeled and divided into four apartments.  In 1942, the house was returned to a 
single-family dwelling, but in the subsequent remodels lost many historic features such as some of the 
Victorian woodwork and the original upper-level windows.  Between 1988 and 1990, the house underwent 
a comprehensive exterior rehabilitation that restored much of the original façade decoration based on 
historic photographs.  The most substantial alteration was the construction of a one-story rear addition that 
nearly doubled the main floor square footage in 1988-1990.  Despite the size of the addition, it remains 
virtually invisible from the street frontage due to the height of the original house and an abundance of 
mature foliage.  Much of the lost Victorian elements of the interiors were replaced and the previously 
unused attic space was converted to a master bedroom in the early 1990s. 
 
The Nielsen-Sanderson House faces east to Fort Street on a 3.22-acre parcel. There are numerous mature 
trees and a large lawn in front of the house.  The rear of the property is semi-rural with three contributing 
outbuildings (barn, milk house and shed).  There are also three non-contributing buildings (garage and two 
sheds) and two non-contributing structures (swimming pool and gazebo).  The tree-lined neighborhood 
contains a mix of housing stock from the Victorian-era to the present.  Many of the former farm parcels 
have been divided into new subdivisions, but the Nielsen property retains a semi-rural setting.  The 
Nielsen-Sanderson House has good historic integrity in all seven qualities of integrity.  The Nielsen-
Sanderson is one of three landmark Victorian Eclectic mansions on Draper’s historic Fort Street.   
 
             
 
Narrative Description  
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Exterior 
 
The footprint of the original Nielsen-Sanderson House as built in 1898 is a roughly a 45 by 45 foot square 
with a notch at the southwest corner.  The façade (east elevation) is symmetrical with a recessed entry 
porch between two projecting octagonal bays.  The house was built on a raised foundation laid in ashlar 
courses of rock-faced granite blocks.  On the façade, there is a stringcourse of sandstone along the water 
table line.  The brick is different on the façade and the secondary elevations.  The east elevation features a 
high quality red face brick laid in a running bond with light-colored flush mortar joints.  The north and 
south elevations are faced in yellow brick with three courses of red brick at the water table.  The original 
west elevation, now partially obscured by the addition, is also faced with yellow brick, but without any 
contrasting brick.  Basement window openings are only found on the south elevation. 
 
The main roof is a truncated pyramidal roof.  There are intersecting simple gable roofs above the two front 
bays and one rear extension.  The three corbelled red brick chimneys were repaired at the same time the 
roof was installed.  The roof was sheathed in dark blue asphalt shingles during the 1988-1990 remodeling.  
During that time, the widow’s walk and decorative wood along the front gable ridgelines (missing since 
the 1950s) was recreated.  The life-size wood sheep sculptures also recreated and placed at the end of the 
gables.  The front two sheep silhouettes were an original feature that gave the building its nickname the 
“Sheep House.”   
 
About half of the wood work on the façade was lost during a series of remodels between the 1930s and the 
1970s.  The surviving elements on the balcony include the full and engaged lathe-turned posts, balustrade, 
and lattice porch frieze.  Two corner sections of arched wood on the front porch also survived.  The 
original porch had three bays of arched woodwork, similar to the Eastlake style, but not as elaborate as a 
true Eastlake-style house.  The arches and the lathe-turned posts and balustrade were recreated in 1988-
1990.   Missing jigsaw-cut and lattice arched screens that were originally suspended in front of the extant 
gable trim imbrication were also a nod to the Eastlake style and were recreated.  The gable trim was altered 
slightly when lunette windows were installed to light the attic master suite.  A semi-circle attic vent was 
also added to the façade.  Due to the amount of ornamentation, the newer windows and vent have a 
minimal impact on the overall design.  The porch’s wood deck was replaced by concrete in the 1960s or 
1970s.  The steps are newer and the rail was not replaced.   
 
The front door and sidelights were altered in the 1950s with a screen and panel infill.  A compatible 
Victorian-era door with sidelights was recreated for the front entrance.  The balcony door was extant and 
rehabilitated.  In the octagonal bays, the original fixed windows featured leaded and colored-glass 
transoms with a floral design.  The transom bar has a pattern of square panels.  These extant features were 
rehabilitated and storm windows were installed to protect the leaded glass.  The main level side windows 
are one-over-one wood sash.  The upper level façade windows were removed in the 1960s and replaced 
with small aluminum sliders and infill panels.   These sliders were removed in 1988-1990 and replaced 
with wood sash windows to match the main level.  The secondary elevations have one-over-one wood 
windows similar to the façade, although four are paired rather than singles.  All of the windows feature 
contrasting lintels and sills.  One rear window dates from the early 1950s.              
     
There was a one-story frame lean-to addition on the rear (west) elevation (date unknown).  In 1988-1990, 
this lean-to was removed and replaced with a one-story family room addition.  The addition is frame and 
covered in clapboard.  Two porches at the rear corners of the original house were incorporated into the 
addition.  The addition features a wrap-around porch on the west and south elevations.  These porches have 
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wood details similar to the façade.  A third decorative gable screen was added to the rear of the house.  The 
addition is compatible, but distinct from the original house, and not visible from the street. 
 
Interior 
  
On the interior, the Nielsen-Sanderson House has 2,606 feet of space on the main floor (approximately half 
original), 1,348 square feet on the second floor, and 320 feet of finished attic space.  The cellar space is 
small and unfinished.  The house has undergone three major periods of interior remodeling.  The first 
occurred in 1926 when the house was converted to four apartments with one common bathroom.  The 
second began in 1942 when the house was converted back to a single-family dwelling and extended into 
the 1960s as both the exterior and interior were modernized.  The third and final remodel took place in the 
early 1990s after the interior was nearly gutted and abandoned for two years after the 1988-1990 exterior 
remodeling.   
 
Some historic features survived these building phases, mostly in the front parlors where each room has a 
different pattern of redwood baseboards, and door/window casings.  The parlors and the foyer feature 
elaborate original parquet flooring.  The main floor plan is divided into four main spaces surrounding a 
foyer and a partially open staircase.  The fireplace in the north parlor is original, but the pocket doors to the 
dining room were removed during an early remodeling.  The mantel in the south parlor is not original.  The 
south parlor is currently being used as an office.  A second office space is in the southwest corner of the 
original house (former kitchen).  The dining room in the northwest corner is the largest room in the 
original house and features a built-in cupboard.  There are rear doors to the corner porches on the north and 
west elevations. 
 
The addition is divided into several spaces: hall, office, laundry, bathroom, and second staircase.  The 
kitchen and family room are found in an open floor plan at the west end of the addition.  Some of these 
spaces have Victorian-style woodwork, but the design is dominated by the modern-style stone fireplace 
and state-of-the-art kitchen. The second floor has a central hall with stairs down and up to the attic, and 
access to the front balcony.  There are four bedrooms and one full bath on the second floor.  The attic was 
finished in the early 1990s into a master bedroom suite with full bath and exercise room.   
 
Site 
    
The property includes three contributing outbuildings that date from the property’s use as the Sanderson 
Dairy farm in the 1940s and 1950s.  There is a hipped-roof frame barn (circa 1942), a frame simple gable 
animal shed (circa 1942), and a concrete block shed (milk house, 1956).  The barn may have been 
remodeled from an earlier horse barn used by the Nielsen family (circa 1898).  The rear of the property is 
an open field that angles along the route of the East Jordan Canal.  There is a swimming pool (built in 
1995), a gazebo (circa 1995), both non-contributing structures, and two non-historic sheds.  The two 
sycamore trees on either side of the house were planted during the original landscaping. 
 
A three-car garage faced with materials compatible with the house (built in 1994), is a non-contributing 
building, but is setback from the south side of the original house.  There is no extant historic fencing.  
Despite some newer residential construction, the Fort Street neighborhood retains its historic semi-rural 
feel.  The exterior of the Nielsen-Sanderson House has historic integrity in the qualities of design, location, 
setting, materials, workmanship, and feeling.  The property is in excellent condition contributes to the 
historic resources of Draper’s historic Fort Street neighborhood. 
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_________________________________________________________________ 

8. Statement of Significance 
 

 Applicable National Register Criteria  
 (Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property for National Register listing.) 

 
A. Property is associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the 

broad patterns of our history. 
  

B. Property is associated with the lives of persons significant in our past.  
 

C. Property embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of 
construction or represents the work of a master, or possesses high artistic values, 
or represents a significant and distinguishable entity whose components lack 
individual distinction.  
 

D. Property has yielded, or is likely to yield, information important in prehistory or 
history.  

 
 
 

 
 
 Criteria Considerations  
 (Mark “x” in all the boxes that apply.) 

 
A. Owned by a religious institution or used for religious purposes 

  
B. Removed from its original location   

 
C. A birthplace or grave  

 
D. A cemetery 

 
E. A reconstructed building, object, or structure 

 
F. A commemorative property 

 
G. Less than 50 years old or achieving significance within the past 50 years  

 
 
 
 

X
 
  

X
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Areas of Significance 
(Enter categories from instructions.)  
 

   AGRICULTURAL                   
   ARCHITECTURE                   
                                                  

 
 

Period of Significance 
 

   1898-1963                              
                                                  

 
 

 Significant Dates  
 
    1898                                      
    1926                                      
    1942                                      
  

 
 

Significant Person 
(Complete only if Criterion B is marked above.) 

 
    N/A                                        
                                                  
  
 

 
 Cultural Affiliation  
 
    N/A                                        
                                                  

 
 

 Architect/Builder 
 
    Unknown architect                
    Christian Tolboe, builder       
    Jorgen Nielsen, landscaper  
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Statement of Significance Summary Paragraph   (Provide a summary paragraph that includes level of 
significance, applicable criteria, justification for the period of significance, and any applicable criteria 
considerations.) 
 
The Nielsen-Sanderson House, constructed in 1898, is a 2½-story Victorian Eclectic brick mansion on 
Fort Street in Draper, Utah.  The house is locally significant under Criterion A in the area of Agriculture 
for its association with the rise of sheep ranching families in Draper at the turn of the twentieth century.  
The first owners, Anthon “Tone” and Elizabeth “Ettie” Nielsen, represent both the prosperity of Draper’s 
early sheep ranchers and the subsequent losses for the ranchers when agricultural prices dropped after 
World War I and the Great Depression.  The Nielsen home was sold in 1926 to a bank and converted to 
apartment units when no single family could afford to own it.  Renters during this period included 
day/farm laborers, school teachers, and Japanese truck farmers.  With the rise in agricultural prices during 
World War II, George and Scerinda Sanderson acquired the former Nielsen property, where they raised 
chickens and started a successful dairy farm.  The rise and fall of the fortunes of the Nielsen-Sanderson 
House represent the historical development of agriculture and livestock in the history of Draper.      
 
The Nielsen-Sanderson House is also significant under Criterion C in the area of Architecture as a 
substantial central-block-with-projecting-bays house type in the Victorian Eclectic style.  The prosperity 
of Draper’s sheep ranchers is represented by three Victorian-era mansions along Fort Street, but the 
Nielsen-Sanderson House stands out in several ways.  It is a rare example of a symmetrical central-block 
house and its façade is the only example with modest Eastlake ornamentation.  The architectural 
ornamentation is particularly impressive and expressive: the ornamental sheep silhouettes advertised the 
occupant’s ties to the sheep industry.  In a time before address numbers, Tone Nielsen would advise his 
business associates to look for the “Sheep House” on Fort Street.  The home’s characteristic Victorian 
Eclectic and Eastlake details include a combination of original elements and replications from historic 
photographs completed during the 1988-1990 rehabilitation. 
 
The property is eligible under the Multiple Property Submission, Historic and Architectural Resources of 
Draper, Utah, 1849–1954.  The associated historic contexts are “Railroads, Mercantilism, and Farming 
and Ranching Period, 1877-1917” and Twentieth-Century Community Development and Poultry Industry 
Period, 1918-1954.”   The period of significance begins with the original construction in 1898 and ends 
with the closing of the Sanderson Dairy in 1963.  The Nielsen-Sanderson House has excellent historic 
integrity and is a contributing resource along Fort Street in Draper. 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
Narrative Statement of Significance   (Provide at least one paragraph for each area of significance.)   
 
Agricultural Significance  
 
The community of Draper was established in 1849 just two years after the arrival of members of the 
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints (LDS or Mormon Church) to the Salt Lake valley. The Draper 
settlement was originally known as South Willow Creek, but sometimes called Sivogah, the Native 
American name for the southeast corner of the Salt Lake Valley.   In 1876, a town site was surveyed for 
the community, by then known as Draperville, after William Draper, the presiding church elder.  The 
name was later shortened to Draper.  The farming and ranching community grew steadily, particularly 
after the Utah Southern Railway was constructed just west of the settlement.  A thriving mercantile 
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district was established on Fort Street soon after the Denver & Rio Grande Railway reached Draper in 
1881.  By the early 1900s, several Draper ranchers had made a fortune in the sheep and wool industries.   
 
As the sheep industry grew, several ranchers kept their herds on large ranches in rural Utah, Idaho, 
Nevada and Wyoming, but their families remained in Draper.  The Nielsen-Sanderson House is 
significant for its association with the “Railroads, Mercantilism, and Farming and Ranching Period, 1877-
1917” in the Draper MPS.  On January 5, 1897, Anthon “Tone” J. Nielsen and Benjamin R. Meek 
purchased a parcel of land from John E. and Fannie M. Brown.  John Eckersley Brown was the grandson 
of Ebenezer Brown, the first homestead patent holder for 160 acres south of the Draper Fort.  Tone and 
his wife, Ettie, took possession of the north half of the property when their house was completed in 1898.  
The Benjamin and Olivia Meek home was completed the following year. 
 
Anthon James Nielsen was born on October 20, 1866 in Draper, Utah.  He was the oldest child of Peter 
Anthon Nielsen and Olivia Jensen Nielsen, Danish immigrants and early settlers of Draper.  Anthon went 
by his nickname “Tone” for most of his life.1  At the age of ten, Tone went to work for George Beckstead, 
herding sheep in Riverton, Utah.  He also herded sheep for Will Turner in nearby Bluffdale.  Tone asked 
for lambs in lieu of pay and eventually accumulated his own herd.  Tone married Ettie Steele on 
December 30, 1890.  Esther “Ettie” Elizabeth Steele Nielsen was born on March 15, 1871 in Pine 
Canyon, Tooele County, Utah.2  The Nielsens purchased a small brick house across the street from the 
Draper Cemetery, where a son and two daughters were born (house demolished in 2014).  Tone spent 
much of his time tending his sheep herds in Idaho while Ettie took care of the home and children.  After 
eight years of marriage, they were able to build their dream home on Fort Street [Figure 1].  They had five 
more children: two sons and three daughters.  All of their children lived to maturity and were raised in the 
house on Fort Street. 
 
The Nielsen’s dream house was a large eight-room mansion with wide halls, closets, and pantries.  It was 
the first house in Draper with hot and cold running water.  The exterior featured a glazed red brick façade, 
stained-glass windows, and decorative woodwork.  Chris Tolboe of Provo was the builder, Ted Crowton 
of Salt Lake City (Tone’s cousin) did the plumbing, and the yard was professionally landscaped by Jorgen 
Nielsen (Tone’s cousin).  The two sycamore trees that currently flank the house were planted by Nielsen 
as “matrimony” trees to represent the union of Tone and Ettie.  The decorative element that was absolute 
unique to the house were the two life-size wood sheep silhouettes attached to the front gables [Figure 1].  
Visitors to the Nielsens were advised to look for the “Sheep House” on the west side of Fort Street.  Tone 
Nielsen and Ben Meek were partners in the sheep business until 1913 with ranches near Preston and 
Pocatello, Idaho.  Tone took over the Pocatello Valley ranch when the partnership was dissolved. 
 
Tone Nielsen later owned ranches in Emery County, Utah, and Arco, Idaho.  He was instrumental in 
organizing the Draper Land & Livestock Company, the Draper Creamery Company, and the Bear Canyon 
Pipe Line Company.  Tone loved raising and racing horses and built a large barn on the Draper property.  
He was often away from home looking after the sheep herds and his children remember gathering around 
him when he returned with gifts in his pockets.  With Tone out of town so much of the time, the widow’s 
walk may have been a symbolic request from Ettie (there is no evidence it was used).  Ettie and her 
children managed the household and took care of the family farm where feed was raised for the livestock.  

                         
1 Anthon appears as Antone in some historic records.   
2 Historical records for Ettie Nielson frequently spelled her married name, Nielson.  This may have been a personal 
preference.  Some of her children use the name Nielson.  Her headstone in the Draper Cemetery features the 
spelling Nielson, while her husband’s name is spelled Nielsen.   
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She was known for her love of flowers and her beautiful gardens.  Ettie was also famous for her delicious 
cinnamon rolls that she kept in her pantry.  She served as the Relief Society president in the Draper First 
Ward of the LDS Church during the First World War.3 
 
The sheep ranching industry peaked in Draper in the 1910s.  After the First World War, agricultural 
prices dropped steeply and the sheep industry was decimated.  None of Draper’s sheep ranching families 
were able to keep all of their herds.  After a series of crop failures, market depressions, and overextended 
credit, the Nielsens lost their Draper home in 1926.  With most of their children grown, the Nielsens 
bought a house at 967 E. Simpson Avenue in Salt Lake City.  While Tone spent more time on the ranch in 
Arco, Idaho, Ettie lived in their modest Salt Lake bungalow until her death on June 23, 1941.  At the age 
of 77, Tone Nielsen retired from ranching.  He spent his remaining years with daughters in Salt Lake, 
Draper, and Boulder City, Nevada, where he died on December 6, 1955 at the age of 89. 
 
The second owner of the property on Fort Street was the Utah Savings & Trust Company of Salt Lake 
City.  The bank and estate management company held the title until 1949.  Between 1926 and 1942, the 
large house was divided into four apartments.  In the early years, the units had one common bathroom.  
Because the rural community of Draper was not using addresses in the 1920s to 1940s, it is difficult to pin 
down renters/residents.  However, the 1930 and 1904 census enumerations give us some information 
about renters in multiple-family housing on Fort Street during the period. 
 
The majority of renters were young couples with small families.  The occupations were mostly farm 
laborers or day (odd jobs) laborer.  Several teachers are renters during a period when Draper was known 
for its advanced public school system.  Other occupations include miners, truck drivers, road workers, and 
employees of the local poultry plant.  Also in the area were several Japanese families who rented 
farmland for raising fruits and vegetables on truck farms. 
 
Some of the laborers worked in Draper’s emerging poultry industry, which began in 1918 when eight 
Draper farmers began to work co-operatively to buy feed and market eggs.  This event started the second 
associated historic contextual period, the “Twentieth-Century Community Development and Poultry 
Industry Period, 1918-1954.”  The venture was so successful that by World War II, Draper was known as 
the “Egg Basket of Utah” and local farmers gained national fame shipping eggs to servicemen overseas.  
When George and Scerinda Sanderson moved to Draper in 1936, they started a small-scale poultry 
business.  The bank tenants and the Sandersons were part of this second phase of agricultural growth in 
Draper. 
 
The rental tenants left when the George and Scerinda Sanderson family moved into the house.  Ardelle 
Sanderson Ware remembered that the family was delayed moving because the house was not yet empty in 
the spring of 1942.  The Sandersons likely purchased the property on contract because the deed was not 
transferred until March 1949.  According to Ardelle Ware, the upper apartments had separate bathrooms 
and kitchens by the 1940s.  George Iven Sanderson was born on August 29, 1895 in Fairview, Utah.  
Scerinda Rasmussen was born March 14, 1892 in Fairview.  George Sanderson served in a medical unit 
during World War I.  George and Scerinda were married on March 26, 1919.  George worked in mines, 
road building, and cutting timber.  He was also sharecropping in hopes of owning his own farm someday.  
The Sandersons had six children, including one infant who died from whopping cough.  They rented a 
farm in Indianola in Sanpete County where they started a dairy.    
 
                         
3 The Relief Society is the women’s auxiliary program in the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints. 
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In 1936, the family bought property and moved to Draper, Utah.  George and Scerinda Sanderson felt the 
move to Draper was not only a good farming opportunity, but also provided better educational 
opportunities for the children than their remote farm in Sanpete County.  They lived in a bungalow on 
Draper’s east side and like many Draper residents started a poultry business.  Unfortunately, although 
business was good, George’s asthma was aggravated by the chickens.  The Sandersons were delighted to 
buy the former Nielsen House and fifty acres of land on Fort Street in the 1940s.  The extra land allowed 
George to re-establish his dairy farm.    George and Scerinda Sanderson bought the house and its 
remaining fifty acres from the bank in 1949 [Figure 2].  The Sanderson Dairy operated on Fort Street until 
the late 1950s.  Although the home was returned to use as a single-family dwelling, four out of five of the 
grown Sanderson children lived in an upper floor apartment during their early married years.  Sometime 
between the late 1950s and 1963, George Sanderson sold the dairy herd and rented out the farmland, 
equipment and outbuildings.  George and Scerinda moved to Murray, Utah, where George worked at 
Hunt’s Food Inc. until his retirement in 1960.  In 1963, George and Scerinda deeded the house to their 
youngest daughter, Ardelle, and her husband, Max Ware.  The Wares sold the former Nielsen house in 
1970; however, the family retained a smaller house on property to the north.  George Iven Sanderson died 
on October 31, 1970.  Scerinda Sanderson lived in the small house in Draper until her death on October 
18, 1983.  The Sandersons are buried in the Fairview Cemetery.   
 
Architectural Significance 
 
The Nielsen-Sanderson House, built in 1898, is significant under Criterion C in the area of Architecture as 
an usually large and ornate example of the Victorian Eclectic, 2½-story central-block-with-projecting-
bays house type.  The house is also a rare example of a symmetrical central-block, a house type that is 
more commonly associated with irregular massing in the residential architecture of the Victorian era.  
While the cross wing introduced asymmetry into Utah’s domestic architecture, the central-block house 
with its projecting bays produced the desired external irregularity while making the principal rooms larger 
and brighter (i.e. more window area).  The grander, two-story examples of the building type, such as the 
Nielsen-Sanderson House, usually have the rooms arranged around a formal entrance hall.  The 
symmetrical façade of the Nielsen-Sanderson House masks a slightly asymmetrical arrangement of rooms 
on the main floor.  The Nielsen-Sanderson House, built in 1898, was among a number of two-story 
mansions constructed in rural Draper that rivaled homes found in upper class neighborhoods of Salt Lake 
City.     
 
With the exception of the façade symmetry, the Nielsen-Sanderson House exhibits many of the 
characteristics of the Victorian Eclectic style: projecting octagonal bays, decorative porches, patterned 
imbrication in the gable trim, leaded-colored glass transoms, and a variety of surface materials.  Materials 
include ashlar-coursed granite blocks, sandstone stringcourses, concrete lintels and sills, wood 
ornamentation, and two colors of brick.  The decorative elements of the Nielsen-Sanderson House include 
a modest nod to the Eastlake style, primarily in the jigsaw-cut cornice screens in the gable trim, and the 
arched and patterned porch friezes.  The widow’s walk, the jigsaw-cut ridge boards, and the sheep 
silhouettes were unique to the Nielsen-Sanderson House in Draper for the time period.  It was the first 
house in Draper to have hot and cold running water.  The two front parlors each had a fireplace, but there 
was also a heat source in each room.  Each principal room on the main level had high ceilings and 
different carvings for the moldings and casings.  The foyer and front rooms featured an elaborate parquet 
floor.  The granite foundation was built three feet above grade to protect the house from high ground 
water and flooding.   
 



 
 
United States Department of the Interior  
National Park Service / National Register of Historic Places Registration Form  
NPS Form 10-900     OMB No. 1024-0018      
 
Nielsen-Sanderson House  Salt Lake County, Utah 
Name of Property           County and State 

Section 8  page 13 
 

The Victorian Eclectic central-block-with-projecting-bays house was popular in Utah between 1885 and 
1915.  While one and 1½-story examples are ubiquitous throughout the state, the more opulent two to 2½-
story examples are found mostly in affluent neighborhoods along the urban Wasatch Front corridor, with 
most rural communities having only or two examples, if any.  At the turn of the twentieth century and an 
estimated population of 1,000, Draper was an exception.  Of the eighteen Victorian Eclectic central-block 
houses identified in a survey of Draper, six are two or more stories.4 
 
Three of the six are clustered on Fort Street and were built for children of Peter and Olivia Nielsen, early 
settlers of Draper.5  The Meek, Benjamin and Olivia, House (NRIS #01001282) was built in 1899 at 
12782 S. Fort Street for Tone’s sister, Olivia Alfreda Nielsen and her husband, Benjamin Rodgers Meek.  
The Meek House with its asymmetrical façade and a wrap-around porch is a more typical example of the 
Victorian central-block in Utah.  The house at 12825 S. Fort Street, built in 1901 for Tone’s brother, 
Joseph S. Nielsen and his wife, Christiania May Bickley Nielsen, is similar in scale and materials to the 
Nielsen-Sanderson House because the two homes shared the same builder.6 
 
According to family tradition, Christian Tolboe, was the contractor for both homes.  Christian Ahart 
Sommerfeldt Tolboe was born in Denmark in 1870 and immigrated to Utah in 1885.7  Chris Tolboe 
married in 1897 around the same time he started work on the Nielsen-Sanderson House.  On the 1900 
census, Chris and Hattie Tolboe are living in Draper with two young sons.  His occupation is carpenter.  
Within a few years of completing the Joseph and May Nielsen House, the family left to live in Alberta, 
Canada, before settling in Provo in 1907.  Until his death in 1947, Chris Tolboe was the owner of Tolboe 
and Company, a general contractor in Provo, working for residential, commercial and institutional clients.  
It is not known whether Chris Tolboe designed the Draper homes (no architect is named in historic and 
family records), but he does not appear to have built similar dwellings in Provo.  
 
The Joseph and May Nielsen House is nearly identical to the earlier Nielsen-Sanderson House in 
materials (granite, brick, wood, sandstone) and scale.  The general floor plan is very similar.  However, 
for the Joseph and May Nielsen House, the south bay was a full octagonal tower and conical roof, giving 
the house a Queen Anne-style asymmetrical façade.  Historic photographs show the Joseph and May 
Nielsen House with more ornamentation than is currently extant, but less ornamentation than the Tone 
and Ettie House.  The Joseph and May Nielsen House is eligible, but not currently listed on the National 
Register of Historic Places.8  Joseph Nielsen was a school teacher, but also participated in the family 
sheep business. 
 

                         
4 Of the eighteen, four are currently listed on the National Register of Historic Places, nine are eligible, three are 
ineligible due to alterations, and two have been demolished since the 2001 survey. 
5 The three other examples are the Beck, Reid, House, built in 1900 at 12542 S. 900 East (NRIS #11001067); the 
Allen, J.R., House, built in 1899-1900 at 1047 E. 13200 South (NRIS #80003912) and designed by Richard A. 
Kletting, architect of the Utah State Capitol; and the Willard & Emily Ennis House, built in 1898 at 1482 E. 13200 
South (eligible, not NRHP listed).  All of the above are asymmetrical and none have a level of ornamentation 
comparable to the Nielsen House; however, they were all built for families involved in raising sheep.  
6 May Bickley Nielsen’s name appears as May Nelson in some records. 
7 The surname appears as Talboe, Tolbor, and Tolbow in various records. 
8 Along with the three Nielsen-family mansions, there are two other houses associated with turn-of-the-twentieth-
century sheep ranchers on Fort Street.  The Fitzgerald House (NRIS #16000679), built in 1898 at 12934 S. Fort 
Street is a 1½-story central-block brick house with Victorian Eclectic ornamentation.  The Dunyon House, built in 
1901 at 12726 S. Fort Street (eligible, not listed), is another Victorian 1½-story central-block has fewer wood 
elements.  Both houses contribute to the general feeling of prosperity on Fort Street.   



 
 
United States Department of the Interior  
National Park Service / National Register of Historic Places Registration Form  
NPS Form 10-900     OMB No. 1024-0018      
 
Nielsen-Sanderson House  Salt Lake County, Utah 
Name of Property           County and State 

Section 8  page 14 
 

The prosperity of Draper’s sheep ranchers is represented by the Victorian-era mansions along Fort Street.  
All are considered landmarks, but the Nielsen-Sanderson House is unique.  It is a rare example of a 
symmetrical central-block house and its facade is the only example of Eastlake ornamentation.  
Nicknamed the “Sheep House”, visitors were directed to look for the ornamental sheep silhouettes to 
distinguish the house on Fort Street from its neighbors on Fort Street.             
 
Although there has been some loss of historically associated farm acreage, the house property retains a 
large enough parcel to have integrity in the qualities of location, setting, feeling, and association.  The 
front yard of the Nielsen-Sanderson House was originally landscaped by Tone’s uncle, Jorgen Christian 
Nielsen.  Jorgen Nielsen was born in Denmark in 1842 and was trained as a horticulturist by an uncle who 
worked for the Danish royal family.  After immigrating to Utah in 1865, Jorgen settled in Provo where he 
started a nursery and one of Utah Lake’s first pleasure garden resorts.9  Unfortunately, only the two 
“matrimony” sycamore trees flanking the Nielsen’s house have survived from the original landscape plan. 
 
The Nielsen-Sanderson House has lost some original materials and workmanship integrity, but nearly all 
of the lost elements were replicated in 1988-1990 following the original design as seen in historic 
photographs.  The outbuildings, a barn, milk house, and shed, built between the 1940s and 1950s 
contribute to the historic integrity of the setting and its association with the Sanderson Dairy.    
 
Additional Information: Subsequent Ownership History  
 
Ardelle Sanderson Ware and her husband, Max Ware, sold the property to Joyce R. and Glen B. Cannon 
in June 1970 [Figure 3].  The Cannons lived there until 1984 when they sold to Richard and Oakley C. 
Young.  Because of its relative isolation at the south end of the Salt Lake Valley, Draper did not 
experience a post-World War II construction boom.  However, by the 1978 when the city was 
incorporated, Salt Lake’s suburban sprawl had begun to reach Draper.  The population of Draper grew 
from 5,521 in 1980 to an estimated 50,000 persons in 2018.  During this time, people moved to Draper to 
buy large lots and build big houses.  A number of new residents became interested in the historic 
properties on Fort Street and throughout the city.  Richard and Oakley C. Young sold the house to Peter 
Lawson in 1987.  Peter Lawson began an extensive restoration of the home’s exterior 1988.  
Unfortunately, Peter was unable to complete the restoration of the interior when he had to put the project 
on hold in 1990 without ever occupying the house.  The house sat vacant until July 1992 when it was sold 
to the current owners, Carl and Laura Clark.  The Clarks finished the interior restoration in the 1990s, in 
addition to the pool and the new garage.  The Clarks remain committed to maintaining the integrity of the 
house and the historic outbuildings [Figure 4].          
 
 
      
       

                         
9 In 2005, the City of Orem recreated Nielsen’s Lakeview Gardens.  It is now known as Nielsen’s Grove Park. 
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___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Previous documentation on file (NPS):  
        preliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67) has been requested 
        previously listed in the National Register 
        previously determined eligible by the National Register 
        designated a National Historic Landmark  
        recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey   #                      
        recorded by Historic American Engineering Record #                    
        recorded by Historic American Landscape Survey #                       
 
Primary location of additional data:  
  X    State Historic Preservation Office 
        Other State agency 
        Federal agency 
        Local government 
        University 
  X    Other 
         Name of repository:     Draper History Museum     
 
Historic Resources Survey Number (if assigned):                       
 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
10. Geographical Data 

 
Acreage of Property     3.14 acres     
 
Use either the UTM system or latitude/longitude coordinates 
 
Latitude/Longitude Coordinates 
Datum if other than WGS84:                   
(enter coordinates to 6 decimal places) 
 
Latitude:   40.519681°  Longitude:    -111.865205° 
 
Or  
UTM References  
Datum (indicated on USGS map):  
 

           NAD 1927     or        NAD 1983 
 

Zone:    12 Easting:  426705 Northing:    4485798  
 

 X 
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 Verbal Boundary Description (Describe the boundaries of the property.) 

 
Legal Description: 
 
COM 592.12 FT W & 865.55 FT S & S 5^ W 106 FT FR N 1/4 COR SEC 32 T 3S R 1E SL MER S 5^ 
W 123.3 FT TO FENCE LINE N 86^34' W 448 FT & N 87^33' W 135.37 FT TO E'LY BANK OF 
CANALN 29^50'20" W 273.97 FT ALG CANAL TO A FENCE S 86^ 45' E ALGFENCE 626 FT S 5^ 
W 106 FT S 86^45' E 114 FT TO BEG 3.14 AC. 

 
Boundary Justification (Explain why the boundaries were selected.) 
 

The boundaries are the remnant of the original farm property that includes the extant house. Legal parcel 
number: 28-29-309-009.  
 
 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

11.  Form Prepared By: 
 
name/title:       Korral Broschinsky, Preservation Documentation Resource                              
organization:    prepared for the Draper Historic Preservation Commission                              
e-mail:   kbro@kbropreservation.com                      telephone:    801-913-5645                        
date:      August 2, 2018                                        
 
 
Property Owner information:  
(Complete this item at the request of the SHPO or FPO.) 
 
name:               Laura and Carl Clark                                                                               
address:           12758 S. Fort Street                                                                                 
city or town:    Draper                         state:   Utah                    zip code:    84020          
telephone/email:        carlclark97@gmail.com                                                                  
 
 
 

 
Paperwork Reduction Act Statement:  This information is being collected for applications to the National Register of Historic 
Places to nominate properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings.  Response 
to this request is required to obtain a benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C.460 
et seq.). 
 
Estimated Burden Statement:  Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 100 hours per response including time 
for reviewing instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form.  Direct comments regarding this 
burden estimate or any aspect of this form to the Office of Planning and Performance Management. U.S. Dept. of the Interior, 1849 
C. Street, NW, Washington, DC. 
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___________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Additional Documentation 
 
Submit the following items with the completed form: 

 
• Maps:   A USGS map or equivalent (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's 

location. 
    

• Sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous 
resources.  Key all photographs to this map. 

 
• Additional items:  (Check with the SHPO, TPO, or FPO for any additional items.) 
 
 
 
Photographs 
Submit clear and descriptive photographs.  The size of each image must be 1600x1200 pixels (minimum), 
3000x2000 preferred, at 300 ppi (pixels per inch) or larger.  Key all photographs to the sketch map. Each 
photograph must be numbered and that number must correspond to the photograph number on the photo log.  
For simplicity, the name of the photographer, photo date, etc. may be listed once on the photograph log and 
doesn’t need to be labeled on every photograph. 
 
Photo Log 
 
Name of Property:  Nielsen, Tone & Ettie, House 
 
City or Vicinity:  Draper 
 
County:   Salt Lake  State:    Utah 
 
Photographer:  Korral Broschinsky 
 
Date Photographed: October 18, 2017 
 
Description of Photograph(s) and number, include description of view indicating direction of 
camera: 
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Photograph 1 

East elevation of house.  Camera facing west. 

 
Photograph 2 

East elevation of house, porch detail.  Camera facing west. 
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Photograph 3 

East and north elevations of house.  Camera facing southwest. 

 
Photograph 4 

North elevation of house.  Camera facing south. 
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Photograph 5 

North elevation of house, porch detail.  Camera facing south. 

 
Photograph 6 

West elevation of addition.  Camera facing east. 



United States Department of the Interior  
National Park Service / National Register of Historic Places Registration Form  
NPS Form 10-900     OMB No. 1024-0018      
 
Nielsen-Sanderson House  Salt Lake County, Utah 
Name of Property           County and State 

PHOTOGRAPHS  page 22 

 

 
Photograph 7 

West elevation of house in center, addition on left, garage on right.  Camera facing east. 

 
Photograph 8 

South elevation of house.  Camera facing north. 
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Photograph 9 

Interior, main floor, north parlor.  Camera facing northeast. 

 
Photograph 10 

Interior, main floor, dining room.  Camera facing south. 
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Photograph 11 

Interior, second floor, stair and landing.  Camera facing east. 

 
Photograph 12 

Interior, main floor, rear addition.  Camera facing northwest. 
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Photograph 13 

Animal shed, circa 1942 (contributing building).  Camera facing northeast. 

 
Photograph 14 

Barn, circa 1942 (contributing building).  Camera facing northwest.  
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Photograph 15 

Tool shed, circa 1956 (contributing building).  Camera facing north. 

 
Photograph 16 

View of pool and sheds, built 1995 (non-contributing structure and two non-contributing buildings). 
 Camera facing north. 
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Photograph 17 

Three-car garage, built 1994 (non-contributing building).  Camera facing northwest. 

 
Photograph 18 

Gazebo, circa 1995 (non-contributing structure).  Camera facing west. 
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Figure 1 

Nielsen-Sanderson House, circa 1900 
Photograph courtesy Draper History Museum 

 
Figure 2 

Nielsen-Sanderson House, circa 1955 
Photograph courtesy the Sanderson family 
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Figure 3 

Nielsen-Sanderson House, circa 1975 
Photograph courtesy the Clark family 

 
Figure 4 

Nielsen-Sanderson House, 2016 
Photograph courtesy the Clark family 
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